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UPCOMING EVENTS
Oct. 3	
 Luncheon Meeting- German American Home -
	
 Speaker - Monica Hejkal - Pro Sanctity - Elkhorn, NE
Oct. 12	
 Board Meeting -Mary Our Queen - Conference Room
Oct, 17	
 A Teaching Mass - Presenting Ourselves to the King - St.
	
 Cecilia’s Cathedral-Fr. Frank Baumert and Fr. Eliot Schwer
Nov. 7	
 Luncheon Meeting-German American Home-Speaker-Jim Jansen  
	
 -Director of Pastoral Services - for the Archdiocese
Nov. 9	
 Board Meeting - Mary Our Queen Office - Conference Room
Nov. 21	
Holy Hour for Priests and Seminarians - Location TBA
Dec. 5	
 Luncheon Meeting - German American Home-Speaker-Fr. Vitalis 
	
 Anyanike - Pastor, Our Lady of Lourdes and St. Adalbert
Dec. 14	
 Board Meeting - Mary Our Queen Office - Conference Room
Dec. 23	
 Seminarian Christmas Party - Christ the King Parish Hall
**Please note:  the Brunch for Women of Consecrated Life previously
scheduled for October 15th has been cancelled.  We are working on 
alternate ways to honor these women.

September, 2022

Chaplains Reflections

July 18 - Fr. Baumert led the prayer for 
vocations and the meal prayer.  There was no 
specific reflection given.

August 1 - Fr. Frank gave the reflection.  Fr. 
Alphonsus Liguori, whose feast we celebrate 
today, grew up over 300 years ago.  He was a 
lawyer.  He became a Redemptorist Priest.  He 
is known for promoting the novena to the 
Mother of Perpetual Help.  The sisters in the 
Mission where he was working had given 
them pictures of the Mother of Perpetual help and they used them in their 
teaching.  

Fr. Frank said when he was 7 or 8 years old a Redemptorist Priest came to 
Howells, NE and talked about the Mother of Perpetual Help, said the 
novena prayers and had benediction.   Father said after that he and his 
family would go into town on Saturday nights.  Their weekly outing turned 
into a multipurpose trip. They would go to Perpetual Help devotions prior to 
doing their weekly shopping, going to the library, etc. He remembers 
vividly one day when his father brought them to the church and he took 
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    “As Jesus with the disciples of Emmaus, so the church must become the traveling companion of
                                                      young people”.           St. John Paul II

I would like to begin this letter 
by welcoming our 18 newly 
inducted Serrans to the Serra 
Club of West Omaha.  The 
annual Induction Mass and 
Reception was held on August 
29th at St. Patrick in Gretna.  
Jolene Jefferies compiled 
information and pictures which 
can be found on pages 13-14 of 
this Newsletter.   

Our year is off to great start with outstanding speakers for our club 
meetings.  We just had one of our “Special” blessed events of the 
Year  -- A Holy Hour for Vocations.   We as Serrans have a 
challenging Mission, one that is important to the future of the 
Catholic Church. We support men and women who are discerning 
vocations to the Priesthood and consecrated life. We affirm 
religious vocations.  Our pre-Holy Hour meeting and mixer  
featured Rev. Eliot Schwer who shared his special story of his call 
to the priesthood and the inspiration to start a unique city wide 
Holy Hour for Young adults called "VENI".  Given that our Serran 
mission is to multiply priests and consecrated women religious by 
fostering and supporting vocations, let US pray that some of these 
young adults in the VENI program will listen to see if God is 
calling them.  Let us, as Serrans, also keep our ears to the Lord's 
heart and listen to what direction HE would like us to move so as 
to have more Serrans in our ranks of various backgrounds and 
ages.

Our next high impact event will be on Monday, October 17th, at 
St. Cecilia's Cathedral.    Rev. Frank Baumert, our Chaplain, 
(assisted by Rev. Eliot Schwer)  will guide participants through the 
Parts of the Mass, its setting in the Church building and the 
meaning behind those things as they relate specifically to the 
Kingdom of Heaven .  This is a detailed look at why Jesus referred 
to his home as the Kingdom of Heaven, rather than just Heaven.  
We hope  you will plan to join us for this special and unique 
presentation.
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Regardless of the current environment, the Serra Mission is 
unchanged -- prayer, affirmation and a deeper spirituality.

Thank you for answering the call to serve as a Serran.

Hugh Spellman. President
Serra Club of West Omaha 2022-23

Continued from page 1 

them to the Mother of Perpetual Help picture and there was a black box 
near the statue for prayer requests.  He remembers his father writing down 
his requests; to be a good husband, to be a good dad and to have a happy 
death.  These were things that were very important to his dad and he 
believes his prayers were answered,  He remembers it was his dad, not his 
mom, who took the power of prayer very seriously.

SPEAKERS
July 18 -- We were blessed to have two speakers -- Seminarians 
Matthew Pohlman and Steve Mahoney.

Matthew Pohlman Bio....In His Own 
Words
I am from St. Gerald Parish in Omaha, and 
it was in first grade at the parish school 
that I first considered the vocation to the 
priesthood. With the support of a large 
family and my patron saints, John Paul II 
and John Vianney, I pursued God's call. 
After graduating from Skutt Catholic, I 
attended St. John Vianney College 
Seminary in Minnesota and now study at 

the Pontifical North American College in Rome.

Matt began his talk by thanking the Serrans for their prayers and 
support.  He knew there were people praying for him while he was in 
Rome.  His vocation story is pretty simple.  He wanted to be a Priest 
since he was a kid.   In 2005 when St. John Paul II was about to take his 
last breath on the eve of Devine Mercy he was in school.  He was  in the 
first grade at St. Gerald’s in Ralston  and really could not comprehend.   
He knew when the teacher’s turned on the TV something big was 
happening.   He was struck by all of the live audiences, photos, etc.  The 
Pope became a super man figure to him in his early years.  He got to 
watch movies  about John Paul II and noted what he had gone through 
for the church.  Fr. Korte proved to be very informative at St. Gerald’s.  
He set up adoration and Matt was an altar server.   He went to Skutt 
high school and he had the mindset of going to seminary.  He felt four 
years was a long time to wait to go to seminary.   His older brother told 
him he needed to slow down a bit and enjoy his teenage years and to 
open up a bit. He felt he knew where he wanted to go. They shared a 
room and they would pray together.  His brother is now married.  He 
studied philosophy.  He talked to Fr. Hoesing and then to Fr. Roza.  He 
spent four years at St. Paul University in Minnesota.  That was such a 
blessing.  The Rector wanted them to make a holy hour - morning and 
evening each day as well as be in  fraternity with 28 other guys.  They 
spent a lot of time in prayer in  seminary which helped them to slow 
down.  The Liturgy of the Hours was the hinge of the day.  They prayed 
morning and evening prayer. They had a lot of discussions.  They all 
were striving for the same thing.  2/3rds of the class are no longer in the
   Continued on page 3

Check Presentation - Money from the Golf and Tennis Outing 
presented to the Archdiocese for use to help cover expenses  at 
Camp V2.

West Omaha Serra Club
Financial Statement
September 30, 2022

Revenue Collected	
 	
 $2,200.00 - Dues Collected

Expenses:	
 	
 	
 $1,590.00

Induction Reception- Includes
  awards and supplies	
 	
 $1,472.00
Web site - social media	
 	
    $100.00
Square, Inc. - processing fees	
      $18.00

Ending fund balance	
              $48,284.00

If questions, please contact John Lingo - Treasurer
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seminary.  Some are now married and have a child.  There is a connection that will be there forever.  They all gave themselves to Christ and he 
helped them to find their way

After college he was sent to Rome.  Rome is a great experience for growth.  John Paul II is buried about a half mile from where his room was 
located.  When he looked out the window he could see the dome of St. Peters and St. John Paul II is buried beneath the dome.  He also realized 
John Paul II gave up his suffering to help all Priests.   He had a feeling he was being prayed for.  He definitely was affected by what St. John Paul 
had done.  He could sit by his tomb and feel comforted when there were challenges.  Learning from St. Peter and Paul how christianity was 
brought to the early church has made him realize we are all christians and we all carry the cross.

His sister got married while he was in Rome.  He was able to meet his new niece when he came home.

Steve Mahoney - Bio....In His Own Words
I grew up in South Omaha and later moved to La Vista. Growing up I loved swimming, playing sports, and spending 
time with my family. These days I spend my time reading, playing guitar (blues), working on old cars, and praying! 
After high school I decided to go to Wayne State College seeking a degree in Construction Drafting. I was not a 
Christian nor Catholic when I started school. Throughout my four years at Wayne, I encountered Our Lord in a radical 
way. I entered the Church on October 7, 2017 (Feast of Our Lady of the Rosary). My home parish is technically Saint 
Mary’s in Wayne! Even though I now live in La Vista with my family, St. Mary's will always be a home away from 
home for me. I attend Kenrick-Glennon Seminary in St. Louis, MO.

 Steve was baptized as a Lutheran. He grew up in South Omaha.  His parents stopped going to church when he was 
quite young.  They instilled good morals but church was not a part of his life.  In high school he and his friends got 

into their fair share of trouble.  He was anxious to go to college and live the classic life of a college student, join a fraternity and later work for his 
dad who was in the construction business  He chose Wayne State College. When he got to campus, he hung out with a group of friends he knew 
from high school.  Some other friends asked him to join them at a gathering. He was not aware he was going to a Newman Center and there were 
FOCUS ministers there.  He was going to a party, he went because he wanted to be with friends.  About two or three weeks later he went to the 
house of some friends and saw pictures of Popes and crucifixes  on the walls. During the first year of college he started to see the difference 
between the two groups of friends.  The FOCUS ministers provided true friendships, they worked through struggles and he started talking to them 
and they had some good answers.  There was a FOCUS conference coming up and he was invited to go,  He thought he might have a chance of 
meeting a good Catholic girl.  On January 1, 2017, after partying on New Year’s Eve,  in Omaha, he left to go to a FOCUS Conference.   At the 
gathering there were 13,000 students, and 600 Priests.  There were many prayers and everyone responded in unison.  He was told they were going 
to adoration, he didn’t know what that meant.    He was told there would be praise and worship.  After some prayers he noticed two spot lights on 
two servers and a Priest carrying a monstrance.  People were dropping to their knees.  It was very powerful.  His heart was overflowing with joy, 
he knew this was Jesus.  He realized he wanted to join the Catholic church.  He knew if God was real there was a purpose for his life.  He started 
RCIA in June, 2017.  Fr. Moliner told him he should wait a little longer to join the church.    He started going to daily Mass.  When it was time for 
communion it was hard not being able to receive our Lord.    He went to a TEC retreat and experienced God in deep prayer.  He joined the church 
on October 7, 2017.  He took the Confirmation name of St. John Paul  II.  He was so impacted by his life.  In June of  2017 he attended ordination 
and something stirred in his heart.  He told Fr. Roza he wanted to be a Priest -- at that time he was not Catholic.  Fr. Scott Schilmoeller was in 
Norfolk and he was the spiritual director at the Newman Center in Wayne.  Steve  started meeting with him.  They spent a lot of time during his Jr. 
and Sr. year of college. He had many questions, “how do I know if I am supposed to be a Priest; is it God’s will?”.  He was told to slow down and 
not to ask God for at least 6 Months.  He was putting himself under too much pressure.  He was told  -  God will ask “where are you” and then you 
respond  “here I  am Lord”.  He felt he had a personal relationship with God.  After that it was so clear and he started the application process.  
Then, COVID hit, but it all worked out.  He has just finished two years at Kenrick in St. Louis.

Questions:   Steve was asked what his parents thought of him becoming a Catholic. He said they were ok with that.  His going into seminary was 
tough. They had plans for his life.   There were tears and some shouting.  They are now excited  and recently visited him at the seminary.  His 
grandparents are looking into coming back to the church after 20 years.

He said he feels God has fulfilled great things in his heart.  We always wants to wander off looking for things.  God has to be enough.  He has one 
sister who is studying at North Western University.  She wants to be a Math teacher.
   Continued on page 4



4

El Camino          News from the Serra Club of West Omaha           
                                                                                        

   Continued from page 3
Matt was asked how he felt his home life contributed to his 
vocation.  He said St. John Paul II believed the home is the 
domestic seminary. Growing up they always went to Mass and 
would discuss the homily after Mass at the dinner table.  He is the 
middle child of 5.  His dad was raised Lutheran, he was confirmed 
when Matt was 5 after seeing some of his kids receive first 
communion.  When he was young, the family went to two churches 
each weekend.  

One of the things he has learned by being in Rome is the 
universality of the church.  It is the same Eucharist, the same 
Baptism.  It is one of the blessings we have as  Roman Catholics.  
Before going to Rome, after completing four years of college, he 
had to petition Archbishop Lewis to go on in his training,  The 
reality of his ordination is approaching and he wants to be 
completely ready.   The time in Rome is tricky.  His formation 
needs to be focused on the Diocese of Omaha.  He realizes he is 
giving up a lot to become a Priest.  He enjoys music and he was in 
plays, etc. while in high school.  He realizes he will have a new 
identity.   He knows he will be laying his life down for Christ. He 
will have to be “all in”.  It is a little scary.

Fr. Frank mentioned it was interesting that St. John Paul II had an 
impact on both Matt and Steve’s lives.  He also mentioned God will 
give  them opportunities to use their skills, whether it be music, 
acting, etc.  St. John Paul II used his love of the outdoors as well as 
his love for acting throughout his life.

August 1 - Paula Bastian  Paula is the 
moderator of Witness: The Time for 
Action is Now, and host of Pro Sanctity’s 
Holiness Helper, both of which can be 
heard on Spirit Catholic Radio.   She has 
been a serious “Seeker of Truth” in 
Sharon Doran’s Seeking Truth Bible 
Study for several years, and has served as 
a small group facilitator for the study. 
She is also a mentor for the 
Archdiocesan’s Mentorship Program and 
an avid reader.  Paula has been married to 
Tim for 36 years, and together they are 

the parents of 5 children, including Sister 
Francisca of the Immaculate Heart of Mary OCD, Annie Bastian 
Eichman, and Joseph, David, and Nina Bastian. They have five 
grandchildren and have been members of St. Vincent de Paul Parish 
for 19 years. 
                                                                                                                          
Paula began her talk by thanking the West Omaha Serra Club for 
their support of the Little Way - Nuns Run. She just returned from 
the most recent event.  They took 15 young women and 4 adults 
and went to three religious orders; the Pro Ecclisea sisters in 
Minnesota - they help in schools,  especially with young children. 
They also went to a convent in Winona, Minnesota  (the Religious 

Mercy sisters) who wear habits and mostly work in the medical field as 
well as teach.  Their final stop was at the Trappist Monastery Sisters who 
are cloistered nuns but not as cloistered as the convent where her daughter 
is.  They shared stories and ate meals with the group.  They spent the night 
at the abbey and had a lot of time for reflection.

Paula talked about her daughter and her vocation.  She said shortly after 
Samantha was born, her husband became Catholic.  At that time she had a 
major reversion  back to her faith.  She had a fresh look at her faith and she 
loved studying about her faith and had a special devotion to the Virgin 
Mary.  From the time Sam was a  little girl she talked about wanting to be a 
nun.  As she got older her plans seemed to change.  About the time she 
entered Jr. High they moved to Omaha.   She had the opportunity to go to 
an all girls school or to go to Skutt High School.  She really did not want to 
go to an all girls school and ended up going to Skutt.  She enjoyed Prom, 
etc. but always in a group.  After high school she went to the University of 
Iowa to pursue music and specifically opera.  Near the end of her 
sophomore year of college she felt the Lord calling her. During Lent that 
year she started attending daily Mass.  During that time she said nothing to 
her family about a vocation.  That summer she was a camp counselor  and 
worked and prayed with the Oblates at Pro Sanctity.  This was a different 
way of praying.  She went back to school for her Junior year and during 
that time information regarding various religious orders kept coming to the 
house.  About that time Paula got involved with the nun-run. They went to 
the Carmel of Jesus, Mary and Joseph and were able to talk to the sisters.  
The order was about to move to Valparaiso at that time.  She felt her 
daughter could be happy there.  Sam thought about entering an active order 
in St. Louis, a Franciscan order.  She did a couple retreats but felt she 
wanted the quiet.   Once she visited the Carmel of Jesus, she knew she was 
being called and filled out an application.  She was accepted but had to pay 
off all of her debts first.  She worked several jobs and was able to do that.

The last week she was home was the hardest week of their lives.  There 
were lots of hugs and tears.  On the day they took her to the convent she 
kissed the floor of the Carmel and the crucifix and she was gone.   She 
entered on July 13, 2012 and made her final profession in May, 2017. She 
is missed at family gatherings.  They do get to talk to her on the telephone 
a couple times a year and they can write letters once a month.  They also 
get to see her from time to time.  It has become a little less restricted the 
longer she is there.  Paula was asked a short time ago if she would take her 
daughter and a couple other nuns to get their driver’s license renewed.  
That provided an opportunity to see and talk to her daughter.  They drive 
very little, however, the license provides identification.  

Paula said she would not have chosen this life for her daughter.  She could 
not have imagined her not being a part of family life.  She is able to use her 
music degree and still writes and plays music.  Sometimes when the family 
goes to visit she plays and sings for them,  the nuns put on little plays, etc.

Paula was asked the average age of the sisters at Valparaiso.  Their 
daughter is 33 and one of the older sisters there.  They currently have 41 
    Continued on page 5
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nuns.  They have branched off a number of times and will be doing so 
again. They are over full at this point.  She was also asked what they do. 
Mostly they pray.  They make vestments for Priests and take care of the 
garden, etc.  They have quite a bit of land to take care of.  

Paula said it has been a  blessing to live so close.  Her husband gets 
called upon to fix things from time to time and they, as well as others in 
the area, provide produce, etc. for the convent.  He says he has “many 
daughters”.

*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*
August 29 - Induction Mass and Reception:  Approximately 175 people 
attended the Mass.  Archbishop Lucas celebrated the Mass with Fr. 
Baumert and Fr. Schilmoeller as concelebrants. Around 130 attended the 
reception.  18 new Serrans were inducted into the West Omaha Serra 
Club..  Jolene Jeffries received the Serran of the Year Award.  Mary Jane 
O’Donnell (she was not available) received a 25 year pin and Mary Ann 

Casey and John Herdzina received pins as 
10-year members.

Speaker -  Fr. Scott Schilmoeller:  To 
Father Scott  the priesthood is an adventure 
– one he loves to share with other young 
men as the archdiocese’s new vocations 
director.    He moved into that post July 1, 
replacing Father Andy Roza, who is now 
associate pastor at St. Vincent de Paul 
Parish in Omaha.  

Fr. Scott began his talk by thanking the 
Serrans for all of the ways they support 

vocations.  He wants to share his vision for vocations and to give some 
practical ways in which we can help.  The Archbishop, several years ago, 
set up a pastoral vision -- One Church -  Encounter Jesus -  Equipping 
Disciples and Living Mercy.  He has only been in the vocations office for 
a little over two months but from what he has heard, vocations come 
from where those four things have been lived out.   One Church - when 
we have a culture from schools with a supportive community where 
young people are invited to meet Jesus and learn how to pray. Young 
people are learning how to turn away from sin and how to encounter 
Jesus.  The JP II Newman Center was built to do those four things for 
college students.  Currently there are six seminarians who were living at 
JP II.  There are also ten or more who are discerning.  

Fr. Scott talked about two seminarians who came from very different 
situations - Matthew Pohlman and Steve Mahoney.  Matthew grew up in 
Ralston.  His family was Catholic and they went to Mass together.  One 
of his sisters was the head of pro-life at Skutt.  He had solid roots.  He 
went to Catholic grade school and to Catholic high school at Skutt.  He 
had good friendships and support.  He basically wanted to a be a Priest 
forever.  On his 10th or 11th birthday, as a present, his parents had a 
Priest come over to their home to say Mass.  He talks about St. John Paul 
II as if he is a friend of his.  He wants to follow Jesus in a radical way.  

He knows the Lord and relies on the mercy of God.  While he was 
growing up he practiced saying Mass and giving homilies.  He was in 
an environment where he learned to pray, where he was equipped as a 
disciple.  Our diocese wants families to live that way.  

Steve Mahoney, on the other hand, did not grow up Catholic.  He was 
baptized Lutheran, but was never really involved in going to church.  
In high school he got caught up in worldly ways.  He was involved in 
the party scene.  He would never have thought of becoming a Priest.  
He went to college at Wayne.  While on campus he was invited by a 
Focus minister to play frisbee and to attend a meeting.  He hesitated at 
first, but then realized there were girls involved in Focus.  He got 
involved with the group and started to hang out.  Pretty soon he 
realized there was something about Mass that drew him in.  In time he 
became Catholic and started reading the scripture.  As he was 
becoming Catholic he had thoughts of becoming a Priest.  He talked to 
Fr. Roza and was told he “should become a Catholic first”.   Fr. Scott 
started meeting Steve in Norfolk and they would talk.  Steve is now in 
his third year in seminary.    

The vocation stories are very different.  Steve was not blessed to be in 
a family where he learned to practice his faith but he had the 
experience of the church with his peers and he learned how to pray.  
Jesus does want disciples to serve and we need this in our parishes.  
Our young people need to hear the voice of God.  Two girls from the 
Newman Center went off to become Carmelite sisters.  You don’t do 
that unless your life is dramatically changed.  In our culture there is no 
benefit to becoming a Priest.  The younger generation feels if you are 
becoming a Priest, something must be wrong.

What is the vocation office hoping to do?  Fr. Roza is willing to help.  
They want to come along side where church is living well.  Fr. Scott 
said it is painful to go into a class where students are not interested.  
Going to an 8th grade or high school class to give a talk on vocations 
is really tough.  The talk falls on deaf ears.  The kids think the only 
thing exciting about being a Priest is that they might get to do an 
exorcism!  He wants to meet with the young people at the Newman 
Center in Omaha and at Wayne, V 2 camp, etc. but does not want to 
neglect everyone else.

How can people like the Serra Club, Knights of Columbus, etc. help?  
Fr. Scott said young people are different these days.  Some of the 
words they use, we don’t even understand.   Those who work with 
young people and understand them are the Focus ministers and they 
depend  on family, friends and youth groups to accompany them.  For 
those in a different generation you are not in a place to accompany 
them.  One thing the older generation can do is pray and offer up pain 
and sacrifice. Pope John  Paul II said “prayer, joined with sacrifice is 
the most powerful force on earth”.  What was Jesus doing on the 
cross?  He offered his suffering for the sins of the world.  We should 

Continued on page 6
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not under estimate offering sacrifice for others.  We can be prayer warriors on their behalf.  We can also find a group who is working with young 
people and come along side those working out there.  He said he knows we are already partnering with JP II and Camp V 2.  Fr. Scott talked about 
a vocations committee in Battle Creek, NE who was wanting to  help.  They ended up financially supporting a retreat and being able to go along 
with another group of young people.  In order to bridge the generation gap, we need to work with those who are working with the young people.  
What is going on in your church that you could help support?  It is the role Mary had in the life of Jesus.  She was very important but  often hidden.  
Seminarians also need our love, and we do that by keeping in touch with them with letters and e-mail,  providing events for them, etc.  They 
become like our sons.

Lastly, Fr. Scott said  we need to be  supportive in our own families.  He said he listens to all of the seminarians and they all have a story.  They all 
have at least one person who had a positive influence on them.  Often times it is parents, grandparents or another relative who is important in their 
life.  Some have been influenced by a Priest or Religious in their life.  

Fr. Scott was asked about his calling to the Priesthood.  He said he grew up in Ralston and went to Catholic grade school.  His dad was strong in his 
faith.  His mom was Jewish and she became Catholic when she married his dad, however, she didn’t really practice the faith.  His life became a 
juggling act.  He went to high school and college and friends won out.  He continued to go to church on Sunday, but the rest of the week did not 
involve church.  When he was in college he ended up dating someone who was involved with the Newman Center.   God used this girl in a 
beautiful way.  He went on a retreat where she was going.  He went to adoration and his heart was opened.  He realized God was real.  He was 
flooded with sorrow and realized God knew him.  He got involved with a bible study.  After a year in bible studies, he had moved away from his 
life of partying.  He dated the girl for two years and the Lord kept waiting.  He want to a Mass on a Thursday and it felt so peaceful.  He asked God 
what he wanted him to do.  It was tough to leave the girl and he felt he would be treated like a fool, but he felt he was being pulled in a different 
direction.  He broke up with the girl and went into seminary and things felt normal.  Other doors closed and that one stayed open.  In seminary you 
give yourself over to God.  It is beautiful, but kind of scary,  He just needed to trust.  He is reminded of the potter and the clay.  Sometimes it 
doesn’t turn out like planned and the potter has to reform the piece.  The man will become what God wants.   God only makes good things.  Fr. 
Scott has been a Priest for five years and spent that time in Norfolk prior to coming to JP II.

Fr. Scott talked about a data report that recently came out.  He said 75% of the young men ordained over the past 5 years had a habit of attending 
holy hours and praying before the blessed sacrament.  90-93% said they were encouraged by at least three or four people in their life.  
Unfortunately 50-75% of those who completed the form indicated they had a family member or friend who tried to dissuade them from becoming a 
Priest.     Please see  pages 13 and 14 for information and pictures from the Mass and Induction Reception.

 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

Holy Hour for Vocations with Archbishop Lucas - St. John Vianney Catholic Church - September 26th

Led by Archbishop George Lucas, assisted by Rev. Frank Baumert and Rev. Eliot Schwer.  Prior to the Holy Hour, Fr. Schwer spoke to those in 
attendance regarding his vocation story and and the inspiration to start a citywide holy hour for young adults called VENI.

Fr. Schwer was raised in the Protestant tradition.  He attended Trinity Christian Church through 8th grade and graduated 
from Millard North in 2002.  He received his undergraduate degree in psychology from the University of Nebraska at 
Lincoln.   Toward the end of undergraduate studies on Easter of 2007, he was received into the Church at the Newman 
Center in Lincoln.  Afterwards he spent two years as a missionary for the Fellowship of Catholic University Students 
(FOCUS) at University of Illinois and University of Northern Colorado.  During his time with FOCUS he discerned that 
he was being called to the priesthood.  He was ordained in 2016.  He is currently at St. Cecilia’s Cathedral after serving 
at St.Patrick’s in Fremont and St. Steven the Martyr.  

Fr. Schwer began his presentation with a prayer.  He thanked the Serrans for their continued support.  He was born in 
Wisconsin but moved to Nebraska when he was  young.  When they first moved to Omaha his parents really had no 
religion. His mom was Catholic but did not practice. There were some people in his mom’s life who were not Catholic.   
She wanted to relate to Christ and after visiting Trinity Christian Church - now Life Gate -  she decided to go there. 
Growing up, he had a love for the faith at a very young age. His mother got up at 5:30 every morning to read the bible.

 

     

Continued on page 7
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 Continued from page 6

Around the 4th grade he asked his mom if he could start reading the bible with her and he started to get up early to read the bible with his mom..  

When he went into public school,  he felt he was going to change the school. People knew Christ, but they were not excited. His friends didn’t 
share the relationship with Christ that he had. He was struggling. He had come from a sheltered environment and it was a difficult time for him. He 
went on a retreat in rural Nebraska.  The pastor was very charismatic.  He felt like he was discerning the Holy Spirit.  He felt like he was speaking 
directly to him.  He felt more joy and life-filled after that.  One Sunday after service he was prayed over and he experienced the Holy Spirit.  

His faith continued through high school.  He started college and was determined to continue to stay involved with his faith. He met the girl of his 
dreams, but she was Catholic and very involved with her faith.  He felt she loved God so much he thought she would become Protestant.  He said he 
had known about the Catholic church, and he had heard to be a good Christian it helped to be Catholic.  He felt the girl was the exception to the 
rule.  During his last year of college he started looking at the Catholic faith. He had spent a summer in the southwestern part of the US selling 
books. He felt he could be good at this and make a lot of money. He was a horrible failure.  His best friend left after a week. His younger brother 
actually ended up doing very well.  He was at the point that he did not feel anything. God used this time to give him some suffering. He started 
questioning what God wanted for his life. During that time he read a lot of great books on faith. He read Jeff Caven’s book - My Life on the Rock - 
and he felt some similarity.  He also read some of Scott Hahn’s books and he could identify with them.  He kept wondering why do we believe in 
God when there is so much suffering in the world. Christ tells us to take up our crosses. He started to realize that Catholics have some really good 
insights; better than the Protestants gave. He read some conversion stories. His friend told him that Curtis Martin was giving a talk on FOCUS. He 
wanted to learn more. He was told he could go to RCIA. The first talk was about Mary. He still did not understand why so much attention was paid 
to her. There was very little written about her in the bible. He finally understood that God chose to come into the world through a pure vessel. At 
this time he was dating another girl who was Catholic. 

She invited him to come to Mass with her on the feast of the Immaculate Conception. He went and it was very beautiful. In the homily the Priest 
talked about the young man who asked about Mary and he realized the Priest was talking about him. He was beginning to appreciate the Catholic 
church, he was interested but not sure.  He started to develop a relationship with his Catholic friends.  He realized the church is an institution given 
to us by God. We also have the real presence in the Eucharist. He talked with the priest at the Newman Center and came into the church in April, 
2007.  The last semester at UNL was like truly coming home. He said the Catholic church is an invitation to be a part of the body of Christ. He was 
hired by FOCUS before he even became Catholic. He worked with them for two years after graduation.  He occasionally thought about becoming a 
Priest. He had a degree in Psychology. At that time he wasn’t sure what he wanted to do. In his second year with FOCUS he went on a retreat near 
Estes Park,  CO. During that retreat he read a book by St. Theresa of Avilla and he prayed a lot.  One evening he was praying in the chapel and a 
Polish Priest asked him which seminary he attended. This started him thinking that maybe he should take this Priest’s words to heart. He asked 
God to point him in the direction where he would be the happiest. He opened up his heart and it was no longer “if” but “when” he would enter the 
seminary. He first talked to the Arch Diocese of Denver because of their work with FOCUS, they encouraged him to talk to his home diocese. In 
the meantime another student had talked to Fr.  Hoesing and told him about Elliot. He spoke to Fr. Hoesing at Christmas and again in the Spring 
and was accepted into the seminary.

Father also spoke about the Young Adult Program that he has helped to develop at St. Cecilia’s Cathedral.  They invite young adults to come on the 
2nd Friday of each month.  They begin with  a Holy Hour.  A visiting Priest gives a 10 minute spiritual talk, followed by music, silence and 
benediction.  There is time for confessions and they try  to have 4 or 5 Priests available to hear confessions.   After this there is social time in the 
parish center.  When this was first started, there was a snow storm and then COVID hit.  They still had around 60 attend and now it has gone up to 
around 130 each month.  He said this was inspired by his own experience of going to a Holy Hour.   This time is so important to help discern 
vocations.  The Eucharist is the source and summit of our faith.  Fr. Schwer asked that we get the word out to our parishes about the Holy Hour  for 
Young Adults --- called VENI.  He said he would love to fill the Cathedral with young adults.

His mother has come back to the Catholic faith. They had many conversations and she thought she could not disagree, some time later his father 
also joined the Catholic church. 
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Current seminarians pictured with Archbishop George Lucas and Vocations Director Rev. 
Scott Schilmoeller.  Mass was held at St. Columbkile church on August 7th followed with a 
picnic lunch.   This event was very well attended.

The seminarians were introduced and they each spoke briefly about their journey to this 
point.  May God Bless them as they continue in their studies.

Prayer for Seminarians

Father, thank you for the generosity
of our seminarians.  Safeguard them as

they prepare for the priesthood.

Keep all evil far from them, so they
may become strong Christian men

who are faithful to prayer
diligent in their studies, 

open to spiritual direction,
and docile to all aspects of seminary formation.

Above all enflame their hearts with
love so  they will be ardent and gentle 

shepherds for your Church.

We make this prayer through the great
High Priest, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

St Charles Borromeo Patron of Seminarians 
Pray for our Seminarians
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Pope Francis’
Prayer Intention 
October, 2022

Remember the West Omaha Serra Club when 
you update your will.  Estate planning is an 
easy way to make a lasting donation. 

September, 2022
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Pope’s October prayer intention:  May all Christians be 
missionary disciples’ - calling everyone to pray that all 
Christians might be missionary disciples and open to 
the demands of the Church’s evangelizing mission.

Daily Prayer for Priests

-St Therese of the Child Jesus

O Jesus, I pray for your faithful and fervent priests;
for Your unfaithful and tepid priests
for Your priests laboring at home or abroad in distant
mission fields,
for Your tempted priests
for Your lonely and desolate priests,
for Your young priests;
for Your dying priests;
for the souls of Your priests in Purgatory.

But above all, I recommend to You the priests dearest to me:
the priest who baptized me; 
the priests who absolved me from my sins;
the priests at whose Masses I assisted and who gave me your
Body and Blood in Holy Communion;
the priests who taught and instructed me;
all the priests to whom I am indebted in any other way,.

Oh Jesus, keep them all close to Your heart,
and bless them abundantly in time and in eternity.  Amen

This prayer is from a prayer card purchased from Vianney Vocations,
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Deceased Priests and Deacons of the Archdiocese of Omaha

September, 2022

   

   
DATE NAME YEAR
Oct. 1  Rev. Raymond G, Auer 1979

2  Deacon Dan Janssen 1994
3  Rev. Ray O. Bonham 2005
4  Msgr. Edward J. Schad 2001
5  Rev. James J. Koros 2001
  Msgr. William Kelligar 2005
6  Rev. Thomas P. Moriarty 1964
8  Deacon Bernie Burton 1995
  Msgr. Peter F. Dunne 2015
9  Rev. Nicholas J. Neuberger 1946
10  Msgr. Joseph A. Aughney 1975
12  Rev. John W. Jungels 1944
  Rev. Joseph L. Kaup 1987

14  Rev. John C. Connealy 1991
  Rev. Joseph S. Micek 2007
  Deacon Charles E. Luczynski 2017

15  Rev. Richard M. Arkfeld 1996
  Rev. Adam Brass 1935
  Rev. Dennis R. Stolinski 2017
  Msgr. Paul F. Peter 2000

17  Rev. Leonard Ficenec 2006
18  Rev. John McGoldrich 1877
  Rev. John J. McIllehenny 1926
  Msgr. Patrick A. Flanagan 1960
  Msgr. Francis J. Barta 1973

20  Rev. Joseph J. Vitko 1958
  Msgr. Joseph J. Faso 1965
  Deacon Dave Edwards 1980

22  Rev. Daniel W. Moriarty 1930
  Rev. William B. Martin                     1982 Rev. William B. Martin                     1982

24  Msgr. Bernard Westermann 1962
  Most Rev. Daniel E. Sheehan 2000
  Deacon Ira Miller 1962

25  Rev. Charles J. Knippen 1993
26  Rev. Kevin J. Kraft                           1993 Rev. Kevin J. Kraft                           1993

   Continued on page 11

   
DATE NAME YEAR

Oct.27  Rev. Stephen Carroll 1918
28  Rev. James Gleeson 1907

29  Most Rev. Jeremiah J. Harty 1927
  Deacon Don Kemp 2014
  Deacon Alan LeClair 2015

30  Rev. John Pieper 1941
  Msgr. Francis E. Kubart 2016

Nov.1  Rev. Anthony Tuma 2006
2  Msgr. John McNamara 1949
3  Rev. Charles J. Oborny 1992
  Deacon Donald E. Johnson 2016
5  Rev. John J. Vogel 1958
6  Rev. Francis Smutny 1890
7  Rev. Thomas P. Healey 1916
  Deacon Joseph Friend 2004
8  Msgr. Charles Mugan 1932
  Most Rev. Joseph F. Rummel 1964
  Rev. Wilfred J. Spenner 2002
9  Msgr. Barthalomew J. Leahy 1976
  Deacon Robert Jergovic 2011

10  Rev. Joseph E. Duhamel 1951
  Rev. Floyd A. Wessling 2010
  Rev. Francis A. Partusch 2014
  Deacon Ernie Gencarelli 2015

  Deacon Marv Capoun 2019
11  Rev. John Krajicek 1948
  Rev. Joseph Bernauer 1953
  Rev. Floribert Jaspers, OFM 1930
  Deacon James Conrad 2019

12  Rev. Francis J. Oborny 1995
13  Rev. Ferdinand Schnuttgen 1930
14  Msgr. John Vranek 1925

El Camino          News from the Serra Club of West Omaha           
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DATE NAME YEAR
Nov.14 Rev. Ralph M. O’Donnell 1996

15  Rev. Gerald C. Millenkamp 1973
  Rev. Donald M. Kros 2016

17  Rev. James E. Fitzgerald 1993
18  Rev. John A. Hayes 1882
  Rev. John B. Daxacher 1904

19  Rev. Martin F. Einzing 1899
20  Rev. Ignatius C. Spenner 1964
  Rev. Benedict LaRoque, O.S.B. 2004

21  Rev. Thomas Carmody 1974
22  Rev. Francis Aschoff 1933
  Rev. Elias Abboud, O.S.B. 1937
  Rev. Francis S. Walaskewicz 1937

23  Most Rev. James H. Ryan 1947
24  Rev. Arthur Toher 1979
  Deacon LeRoy Creamer 2008

25  Rev. William Connor 1974
  Rev. Allen H. Martin 1993
  Msgr. Stanislaus F. Pieczonka 1993
  Deacon LeRoy Spieker 2015
  Rev. Douglas C. Hall 2018
  Deacon Frank (Bud) Simmonds 2019

27  Rev. Victor E. Herman 1975
  Rev. Patrick L. Nolan 1992
  Rev. Patrick A. Carroll 2004
  Deacon Vincent J. Schmit 2006

28  Msgr. John S. Palubicki 1956
  Msgr. Ernest G. Graham 1975

Dec.1  Rev. Daniel P. Neligan 1920
  Msgr. Michael F. Cassidy 1933
  Deacon Fred Alexander 2000
  Deacon Charles A. (Skip) 

Baughman
2016

2  Rev. Jerimiah C. Buckley 1959
3  Rev. Thomas O'Brien 2005
  Rev. Emmett F. Meyer 2018
4  Msgr. James J. O'Brien 1972
  Rev. Rafael B. Librea 2013
5  Rev. James Hundt 1949

September,  2022

DATE NAME YEAR
Dec.6  Rev. Michael J. Kelly 2003

7  Rev. Joseph Drbal 1963
8  Msgr. Francis P. Kenny 1996
9  Msgr. James Aherne 1955
  Deacon John Huck 2019

10  Rev. Raymond Micek, O.F.M. 1960
  Rev. James L. Weeke 2003

12  Rev. James J. Morrin 1970
  Deacon Fred Cuva 2003

13  Rev. Victor End 1934
  Rev. John O'Flynn 1943

15  Rev. Knute Lobinski, O.F.M. 1957
  Msgr. Marcel T. Keliher 1976
  Rev. Joseph W. Ariano 2007

16  Rev. Francis Xavier Korte 1922
17  Rev. Thomas W. O'Connor 1885
18  Deacon Don J. Dunn 2017
19  Rev. Clement J. Nacke 1981
20  Msgr. Ferdinand Peitz 1931
21  Rev. William X. Fitzpatrick 1947
  Deacon Richard Edgerton 2003

23  Deacon Eugene Hanson 2001
  Rev. Theodore L. Richling 2019

24  Rev. Raymond J. Lisco 1955
  Msgr. Floyd F. Fischer 1992
  Rev. Thomas J. Adams 2013
  Rev. John C. Starostka 2012

25  Rev. Stanislaus Jaszczyniski 1918
  Rev. Michael Schauer 1972

26  Rev. William Giblin 1960
  Rev. George F. Jonaitis 1963
  Rev. Kenneth M. Potts 1998

27  Rev. Stefan Flisiak 2001
28  Rev. Martin J. Brady 1953
  Msgr. Theodore H. Buelt 1979
  Msgr. Joseph H. Osdick 1983

30  Rev. Henry J. Buerger 1932
31  Rev. Thomas E. McDermott 1990
  Deacon Gary F. Chladek 2017
  Rev. Peter F. Zarkauskas 1994
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Please remember our former Chaplin, Fr. Tom Adams who 
passed away 9 years ago on December 24th.  

May he and all of our deceased Priests and Deacons rest in 
Peace.
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God is always calling men to the 
priesthood, religious life and the 
Permanent Diaconate, and women 
to religious life.  Helping them to 
hear that call is the most 
important role that you can play.

September, 2022

             SERRA  CLUB OF WEST OMAHA

Objectives
We are an organization of Catholic lay men and women who 
work to foster and promote vocations to the priesthood and 
consecrated religious life of the Catholic Church and to 
develop an appreciation of the priesthood and of all religious 
vocations in the Catholic Church.  We also strive to further 
Catholicism by encouraging members in fellowship and 
education to fulfill their Christian vocation to service.

Activities
...! Financial support for seminarians and novices.
...! Assistance to Archdiocesan Vocation Office.
...! Encourage attendance at the Serra District and 
! International conventions.
...! Appreciation Event for women of Consecrated Life
...! Summer picnic for Seminarians and their families 
! along with priests.
...! Pre-ordination dinner for seminarians and priests.
...! Chair Archbishop’s Committee for Lay Vocations.
...! Golf &Tennis Outing and Dinner for Archdiocesan 
! priests, brothers and seminarians.
...! New Member Induction Mass and Reception.
...! E-mails, letter writing and cards to seminarians.
...! Support for parish vocations committees.
...! Organize “31” Clubs in Archdiocesan parishes
...! Development and maintenance of West Omaha !Serra 
! Membership Directory.
...! Development and maintenance of West Omaha !Serra 
! Website.
...! Seminarian Christmas Dinner.
...! Work with JP II Newman Center
...! Seminary Visits.

History
The Serra Club of Omaha was chartered on October 7, 1951.  
By 1987 the Club had grown to more than 100 members and, 
with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, established a second club 
in the West Omaha area.
The Serra Club of West Omaha received its charter from Serra 
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SERRA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
June 2022 - May 2023

President*          	
 	
 Hugh Spellman	
 	
 402-990-2469
Chaplain 	
 	
 Fr. Frank Baumert	
 402-677-1565
President Elect.*	
 	
 OPEN
Secretary*	
 	
 Mary Ann Casey	
 	
 402-203-7400
Treasurer*	
 	
 John Lingo	
 	
 402-290-4670
VP Events*	
 	
 Stacey Floersch	
 	
 402-212-3348
VP Programs*	
 	
 Jill Hain	
	
 	
 402-405-5147
VP Vocations*	
 	
 OPEN
VP Membership*	
	
 Bruce Jefferies	
 	
 402-521-4262 
Communications*	
 Deacon Bob Hamilton`	
 402-699-4063
El Camino Newsletter	
 Mary Ann Casey	
 	
 402-203-7400
Historian*	
 	
 OPEN
Trustee***	
 	
 Jolene Jefferies***	
 402-521-0717
Trustee**	
 	
 Karen Stevens**	
 	
 402-639-7198
Trustee*	
	
 	
 Jerry Smith*	
 	
 402-996-0847
        *One Year Term  **Two Year Term   ***Three Year Term
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The Serra Club of West Omaha is pleased to welcome 18 Omaha-area Catholics who have joined the 
effort to promote, affirm, and support vocations to the priesthood and consecrated religious life. The 
club hosted a special Induction Mass and Reception on August 29 at St. Patrick Church in Gretna where 
an estimated 200 people attended the public Mass. Archbishop George Lucas celebrated the Mass, and 

Rev. Frank Baumert, Serra Chaplain, 
and Rev. Scott Schilmoeller, Vocations 
Director of the Archdiocese of Omaha, 
concelebrated the Mass. Deacon Ken 
Broz, altar server Ryan Sheridan (a new 
seminarian), altar server Reid Sheldon, 
and sacristan Joan Ingram assisted.  A 
special Rosary for Vocations, reflecting on the Luminous Myster-
ies, was led at 5:30 PM by rosary reciters Megan Seamann, Jerry 
Smith, Faith Cacka, Sam Marasco, and George Baca.  A beautiful 

Mass with music by vocalist Grace Giebler and pianist Madi Koperski, both of the JPII Newman Center, followed at 6:00 PM.   
 
Immediately after the homily, President Hugh Spellman 
called the inductees and their sponsors to the altar.   
Archbishop Lucas led the inductees with reciting and  
acknowledging their promises, and then blessed and  
handed each of them a Serra member pin. Together, the 
congregation recited the Serra Prayer for Vocations. 
 
New members, by parish, are St. Leo the Great, Laura  
Buddenberg; St. Patrick-Gretna, Christa Pichler, Tony  
Tiefenthaler, Larry and Nell Votruba; St. Joseph-Springfield, 
Faith Cacka; St. Wenceslaus, Marie Dickey, Gerald and Susan 
Donlan; St. Vincent de Paul, Mary Katherine Helget (absent); St. John Vianney, Jim and Sandi Hollenbeck 
(absent); St. Patrick-Elkhorn, Ann Menning and Taylor Weister;  St. Cecilia Cathedral, Jan Schnack; St. Robert 
Bellarmine, Kyle Uhing, Tim and Janis Thompson. Fifteen of the 18 inductees were present.   

 

SERRA CLUB OF WEST OMAHA CELEBRATES 18 NEW INDUCTEES 
Annual Induction Mass and Reception on August 29, 2022, at St. Patrick in Gretna 

Front (L to R): Rev. Scott Schilmoeller, Taylor Weister, Faith Cacka, Tim and Janis Thompson, altar server Reid Sheldon, Laura Buddenberg, 
Marie Dickey, Susan and Gerald Donlan, Deacon Ken Broz.  Back (L to R): Ann Menning, Kyle Uhing, Larry and Nell Votruba, Rev. Frank 
Baumert, Archbishop George Lucas, Tony Tiefenthaler, Christa Pichler, Jan Schnack.  Not pictured: Mary Katherine Helget, Jim and Sandi 
Hollenbeck. 

Continued on next page —> 
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Special thanks 
to Bob and Judy 
Huber, and Jay 
and Amy Vankat 
for serving as 
the Greeters, 
Mary Ann Casey 
for lectoring, 
and Taylor 

Weister for  
announcing the 
prayer petitions for 
the Mass.   
 
Following Mass, a reception was held in the Parish Center at  
St. Patrick.  John Lingo, VP of Membership, served as the Master of 
Ceremonies for the evening.  Approximately 130 people attended 
the reception. Serrans provided heavy hors d'oeuvres, dessert, 
cake, ice cream, and an open bar. 

 
Members Mary Ann Casey and John 
Herdzina were honored for achieving 
their 10-year membership milestone, 
and Mary Jane O’Donnell for achieving 
her 25-year anniversary.  Each induc-
tee was then called forward and given 
a membership certificate and a new 
member kit. 
 
Jolene Jefferies, 2020-2022 Past Presi-
dent and a member of St. Patrick of 
Gretna, was awarded with her Past 
President’s pin and also honored as 
the Distinguished Serran of the Year 
for her significant contributions. She 
sponsored many of our new members 

in the past years, led the strategic planning and 
implementation process, reformed the club 
meetings and events to be family-oriented, and 
forged new partnerships with the JPII Newman 
Center, Knights of Columbus councils, Camp V2, 
and Veni, a new young adult group. 
 
A highlight of the evening was listening and learning from our keynote speaker Rev. 
Scott Schilmoeller, the new Vocations Director of the Archdiocese of Omaha. He dis-
cussed the various factors that influence and impact vocations. Father gave several ex-
amples of how the individual and community witness of our Catholic faith is vital to in-
spiring new vocations to the priesthood and consecrated religious life by our young 
people. We must join together and provide valuable support and testimony of Christ's 
love to all we encounter. In daily life, what we do and how we live out the Christian life 
matters in attracting people to practice their faith and serve God. 
 
The reception was supported by the American Heritage Girls and 
the Trail Life boys troops of St. Patrick, who provided outstanding 
beverage and table service to Serrans and guests.  Troop mem-
bers stayed after the event and cleaned up.  We are deeply 
grateful for everyone’s volunteer support! 
 

 serrawestomaha.org                                          @serrawestomaha 


