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THEME -- Do small things with Great Love - St. Mother Theresa.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
April brings the promise of new
beginnings even though these past two
years have been a challenge getting
through the Covid pandemic. While
Covid is still a reality, the newer strains
are not as threatening and life is now
getting back to more of a normal
rhythm. It feels so good! Our Serra
Club is doing well, and we are seeing
some very hopeful and inspiring
involvement and attendance at our club
luncheon meetings, Mass, Meeting &
Mixer events, and Holy Hour evenings.
In addition to increased engagement, we have other exciting news to
share.
On January 17 we gathered at St. Joseph in Springfield for an evening
Mass, Meeting & Mixer celebrated by our chaplain, Father Frank
Baumert, and concelebrated by Father Scott Hastings. Our speaker
was Deacon Terry Ficenec. We had a nice attendance, and just recently
one of the young adult attendees, Faith Cacka, a member of St. Joseph,
joined our Serra Club.
Additional new members coming on board include young adult, Taylor
Wiester, of St. Patrick Elkhorn. Both Faith and Taylor are sponsored
by our member, Megan Seamann. Two others planning to join soon
include Mary Katherine Helget of St. Vincent de Paul and Kyle Uhing
of St. Robert Bellarmine. Welcome aboard, Faith, Taylor, Mary
Katherine, and Kyle!
February 21, Father Ben Boyd celebrated a most beautiful Mass at St.
Stephen the Martyr in Omaha that was all about vocations, and the
attendance was over the top, At least 100 people or so came! And
most of them attended our Meeting & Mixer following the Mass.
What a very special evening!
On March 8, we announced our beautiful new website,
serrawestomaha.org. Be sure to check it out! Some features of
particular interest, while many, include:
Continued on page 2
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Chaplains Reflections
January 3 - Father Frank gave the
reflection. The gospel today talks
about how Jesus cured the people of
their illnesses and healed the crippled.
Father said this reminded him of how
much we need a Savior. The Savior
has come, now we need to accept him
and make him a part of our lives and
our culture. The designer of Star Wars
- in the 60’s - had the philosophy that
if people had everything they needed
they would not turn to evil. On the Enterprise they thad a replicator
that could make anything. If they needed anything they could produce
it. They basically had no problems with resources and everything was
peaceful until the aliens appeared on the scene. Sadly, people in our
world have all of the resources they want and need and still turn to evil.
This is what the church has been teaching us this Christmas season.
Many people feel they don’t need God and should just keep doing what
they are doing to have the “happy every after”. We just need to look
around and figure out if you could live with those around you for the
rest of your life.
Continued on page 2
UPCOMING EVENTS

May 9	

 Luncheon Meeting- German American Home 	

Speaker - Sr. Stephanie Matcha Notre Dame Sister
May 11	

 Board Meeting - Overland Construction Conf. Room
May 16	

 Holy Hour for Ordinands and Seminarians at Cathedral
June 3	

 Vespers and Pre-Ordination Dinner -St. Roberts
June 4	

 Ordination - 10:00 a.m. - Cathedral
June 6	

 Golf and Tennis Outing
June 8	

 Board Meeting - Location TBA
June 20	

 Noon Luncheon Meeting - German American Home
	

Induction of new board members and review of last
	

fiscal year and Strategic Plan
July 4	

 No meeting - Holiday
July 13	

 Board Meeting
July 18	

 Luncheon Meeting - German American Home
	

Speaker TBA
Aug. 7	

 Seminarian Send-off Picnic and ball game
Aug 29	

 West Omaha Serra Induction and Reception
1
Sept. 26	

Holy Hour with Archbishop Lucas

El Camino
Continued from page 1
learn more about our Serra Club, discover the many different
aspects of what we do and why our vocations work is so
important.
• see how easy it is for new members to complete a new
member application online and pay dues online;
• keep track of all our events through our online calendar,
where you can easily click on the appropriate link to RSVP
for our club luncheon meetings and/or other events of
interest;
• stay up to date on all our important news such as our Club’s
quarterly El Camino Newsletter, The Serran Magazine, the
“Always Forward, Never Back” email newsletter, and key
Archdiocese of Omaha resources/Journey of Faith/
Archomaha Updates/Catholic Voice/Clergy Directory/and
Find a Parish;
• meet our dedicated board members;
• from our home page, scroll down to watch an awesome 28minute video about the life of our patron Saint, Junipero
Serra, and learn about our Serra Club’s amazing history that
includes a video commemorating our 25th anniversary;
• meet the seminarians and sign up online to Adopt-aSeminarian;
• pray for vocations one hour each month by joining the 31
Club;
• learn about our key partners;
• discover all the ways to pray with us, including the monthly
international rosary for vocations, our Serran prayers, and
more;
• check out our beautiful photo gallery commemorating many
of our events and special activities;
• donate online to provide general support of vocations,
support our priests or seminarians, support our annual appeal,
or other events and causes, and;
• visit the Serra Store to purchase Serra shirts, beautiful prayer
cards, and cool Serra schwag!
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Most families can’t wait for some family members to go home after the
holidays. We need something supernatural, we can’t do it on our own.
If we had to spend eternity with each other without any supernatural
help, it would be hell. During the Christmas season Christ provides us
with these graces with the help of the sacraments to give us the
supernatural help. We need to realize Star Wars is only a movie.
February 6 - Fr. Frank gave the reflection. He told the story about a
Priest who attended a horse race at Aksarben some years ago.
He
was seen blessing a horse prior to the race. He was blessing the
horse’s head, hoofs, etc. The man bet on the horse and the horse lost
the race. The man commented he couldn’t understand how the horse
lost after all of the blessings. The Priest remarked, “apparently you are
not Catholic as you don’t know the difference between a regular
blessing and the anointing of the sick”.
Father said in trying to find something on TV to watch, he ran across a
program with a history scholar who had done research on the Mexican
Revolution. He also talked about the Crusades and the cruelty of the
Priests, Bishops and Kings making the church look evil. Father went
on to say unfortunately in this day and age history is made to look like
the Priests came to convert and baptize the people and then kill them
figuring they would go to Heaven. This is what our students are being
taught, that the missionaries came to convert and baptize and then have
the people tortured and killed. Our University students are being taught
this and we are seeing it on our TV channels.
March 7, 2022 - Fr. Frank gave the reflection. In today’s gospel,
Moses is trying to tell the people what God wants them to do. He gives
them the 10 commandments. God wants the people to know he is their
Lord. He wants them to love their neighbors and to do good deeds,
not like the Gentiles. We know what God expects of us. He has stated
he wants us to serve him with our whole hearts, mind and spirit.

Perpetua and Felicity were two young mothers, both willing to die for
The next phase of the website will include a Member Login and a Christ. One of them had her baby while in prison, the other had a
Board Login, coming soon. Members will be able to access our small child when she was put in prison. We have not been asked to
Member Directory (protected behind a firewall), and our Board will be suffer martyrdom, however we are asked to do what we can for those in
need. So many people around the world do not have religious freedom.
able to access board documents and materials.
Please let us know what you think of our new website. Special thanks
to our website developer, Christa Pichler, founder and owner of
Remnant Marketing, who has been a tremendous gift to our Serra
Club. Christa will also be coming on board as a new Serra member of
our club. Welcome, Christa! Not only has Christa developed our new
website, but she has created a new brochure and a business card that
includes our new website address, our West Omaha email address
(westomaha@serrainternational.org), and our Facebook page,
@serrawestomaha.
Continued on page 3
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If we are praying for more Priests and seminarians we are asking them
to be willing to go through some rough times. We are all asked to do
hard things. We need to try to do what we think Christ wants us to do.
We need to listen to the call and do our best.
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You’ll now notice all our Serra Club’s “branding” is consistent with all of our marketing materials and communications platforms, giving us a
consistent and professional image.
Many of you have asked about name tags, and you will be happy to know we have ordered new name tags that we think you will really like. They
should be here soon. We are also working on getting an updated Member Directory out to all members in the near future.
Our new fiscal year, beginning on June 1, is just around the corner. We welcome Hugh Spellman as our new President! Be sure to attend our
upcoming events in June …. Vespers & Pre-Ordination Dinner on June 3, the Priesthood Ordination on June 4, our annual Golf & Tennis Outing
on June 6, and our club luncheon meeting on June 20 where we will host a Serra Board Assembly and the Induction of the new officers for the new
fiscal year. We hope to see you soon!
Dominus Vobiscum,
Jolene Jefferies
2021-2022 President
Serra Club of West Omaha
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SPEAKERS

January 3, 2022 - Fr. Dave Reeson was born in Fremont, Nebraska. He attended St. Patrick School,
Archbishop Bergan High School, and graduated from Fremont High School. He attended the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln and St. Thomas College in St. Paul, Minnesota. His graduate work was done at UNL, St.
Thomas Seminary in Denver, and Creighton University in Omaha, Nebraska. Following his ordination in
1980, he was assistant pastor of St. Bernard (1980-1984) and Christ the King (1984-1987), both in Omaha.
He served as Director of Vocations and Serra Club Chaplain for the Archdiocese of Omaha and also the
Campus Ministry at the University of Nebraska-Omaha (1987-1995). During that time he was in-residence
at St Pius X in Omaha.
Father Reeson entered the U. S. Air Force as a reserve chaplain in 1981 and became an active duty chaplain
in 1995. He was the Catholic chaplain at Offutt Air Force Base from 1981-1995. In 1998, he was granted an
extended leave of absence from the Archdiocese of Omaha. His USAF work has taken him to a variety of
U.S. bases, as well as Greenland, Croatia, Macedonia, Turkey, five Middle East postings, Germany, and
Japan. Retiring from the Air Force as a Colonel in 2011, he became the Chaplain at the Veterans Affairs Medical Center in Omaha while inresidence at Our Lady of Lourdes and then St. Joan of Arc until 2015.
Fr. Reeson said his involvement with the Serra Club goes back a long way. He was the Chaplin for the Omaha Club for a number of years. He
is currently the Pastor at St. Robert Bellarmine and he served the last six years at St. Columbkille. He said it was a great assignment. He
enjoyed working with the grade school children.
In terms of his vocation, he became involved with the Serrans long before he was a Priest or seminarian. He recently spoke at the Omaha
Serrra Club’s 70th Anniversary celebration. When he was young he would go to Mass - some days - but once the Catholic High School was
no longer available he stopped attending daily Mass. The first time he really realized the role a Priest plays was when his brother, who was two
years younger than he, broke his jaw and had to have surgery. The surgery was successful, however, his brother died on the operating table.
He went back to his hometown and there was a lot of family at the house plus four Priests from the parish stopped by. Several nuns also
stopped. They helped the family make it through a difficult situation. He started to think about being a Priest - he could make a difference. He
started getting involved with the Newman Center, reading at Mass etc. He talked to the vocation director and he was told to think about it. He
was also given some brochures to read and he was invited to a retreat in Waverly. They talked about both the Lincoln and Omaha dioceses and
he ended up going to the Omaha diocese. He said prior to this he was not aware there were different diocese in Nebraska. The Serrans were
involved -- the couple who picked him up to take him to the retreat were members of the Serra Club in Lincoln. After he was ordained he was
involved with Fr. Frank Lordemann who was in the Air Force and at that time was saying the Mass for Shut-Ins.
After he was ordained for about 7 years, he was called into the Bishop’s office and asked if he would be the Director of Vocations for the
Archdiocese, and if he could be the Chaplin at UNO and the Omaha Serra Club. He was told the Serra Club supported vocations and they were
the right hand of the church. The first year he was involved with Serra the second club was established. He was asked if he would like to go to
the National Meeting. The club helped with the finances to attend. He loved being a Priest in the Archdiocese of Omaha but had a desire to be
involved with the military. He got permission to join the Air Force reserves, and that worked well as long as it did not interfere with his Parish
duties. He worked with the reserves one day a month and two weeks in the summer. One summer he went to Japan.
There was a shortage of Chaplains in the military and he was given permissions to go into active duty. He enjoyed all of his assignments. He
said it was an eye-opener. He had gone to college for a year before he went into seminary but he had no knowledge of the military. He learned
there are other ways to fight than going to war. There are many instruments of power - sanctions, economic support, etc. He was honored to
work with that group of people and he learned a lot.
When he was in Papillion, he found about 1/3 of the people in the parish are retired military. He has learned people in the parishes are not only
willing to have him in their homes but also in their lives. He can’t think of anything he’d rather be than a Priest.
Someone asked Father how difficult basic training was for him. He said it really wasn’t too bad. They went easy on him! He said he was a
Priest first and Military second. He did not carry a weapon. He was asked who he reported to. Is there a Chief of Chaplains? He said there is
Continued on page 5
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someone in Washington, D.C. who is over all the the Military
branches. Each division has a Board. There is a shortage overall,
however, the Army is very short on chaplains. He said being
overseas was interesting in that people were very engaged in the
parish. You were with people who where far from their families.
Some of the young people worked in the orphanages, they missed
their families back home. He said the bases in the US were more
like being in our city parishes. Father also said while he was in the
military he was on loan. The Archbishop could pull him back at any
time if needed.
February 6 - Fr. Dan
Andrews is the pastor and
director of the St. John
Paul II Newman Center in
Omaha. He is the youngest
of six children born to the
late Richard and Shirley
Andrews. Fr. Andrews was
raised in Mary Our Queen
Parish in Omaha and
attended high school at Mt.
Michael in Elkhorn. He earned a Bachelor of Arts in Physics from
Benedictine College in 1993. In 1995 Fr. Andrews entered pretheology at St. Charles Seminary in Philadelphia, eventually
completing dual degrees (Master of Arts and Master of Divinity) at
Mt. St. Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg, Maryland. He was
ordained by the Most Rev. Elden Francis Curtiss in 2001, and served
his first assignment as associate pastor of Christ the King Parish in
Omaha. Since then he has served at St. Mary, Bellevue, St.
Boniface, Elgin, and Sacred Heart Parish in Norfolk. During his
time at Sacred Heart Parish in Norfolk, Fr. Andrews was one of 11
pastors selected for the first round of the Divine Renovation
Network (DRN). The DRN was founded by Fr James Mallon and
the team of St. Benedict Parish in Halifax, Nova Scotia, to coach
pastors and their leadership teams to engage in the full mission of
parish-based evangelization and discipleship. Fr. Andrews has a 24
year relationship with the Institute for Priestly Formation in Omaha.
He received certification in the Spirituality of the Diocesan
Priesthood and Spiritual Direction and has served as a spiritual
director and adjunct faculty member for the institute since 2005. In
his spare time Fr. Andrews enjoys traveling, cooking, and
strumming the guitar.
Fr. Andrews was accompanied by Andrew Nigro who is a senior at
UNO and recently was accepted in the Archdiocese of Omaha’s
seminary program. Andrew grew up at St. Gerald Parish in Omaha
and attended Mount Michael Benedictine High School. He is a very
active member of the JP II Newman community serving in so many
ways. He is a Knight, regular Mass server, active with the Abortion
Dialogue Academy, and seems to never say no when asked to help.
He draws people in with his incredible kindness and Christian joy. (I
am supposed to let you know that Susan Gnann, Development
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Director at JPII Newman Center and a fellow Serran in our Club, wrote
this for Andrew).
Fr. Andrews began his talk by saying his mom and dad were members of
the Serra Club for many years as he was growing up and he remembers Fr.
Kenny praying for vocations. He has memories of the “terrible tunnel” on
132nd Street and growing up with Don and Jean Schaffer’s sons.
Life at the Newman Center: The Newman Center is open to any college in
Omaha. Most of the students are from UNO. There are some from Metro
Tech and the College of St. Mary’s as well as a few from Creighton
University. Father said a lot of good things have happened due to the
continued support from the Serra Club and individual donations from
people in the club. The missions of the Serra Club and the Newman
Center are closely aligned. He asked us to continue to pray and to get the
word out. We need to team up and rally and pray for more vocations. In
the 1950’s there were a lot of Priests in the Archdiocese. This was an
anomaly and it is hard to go back to a more normal way. We are at a place
where people want to see the gospel advance.
The Newman Center has 162 beds, there are currently 158 students living
there.They are technically full, several beds need to be kept open in the
event they are needed if someone is ill, etc. They are nearly full for next
year.
Students do not need to be Catholic to live at the Newman Center.
There are about 40 small bible study groups that get together weekly. 240
students have come at least once to the groups and 200 have come three or
more time. FOCUS is active on campus. There was a SEEK conference
last weekend. It had to be streamed this year. About 200 students
gathered from the University of South Dakota, Wayne State and Mt.
Marty. It was a very powerful weekend. Hopefully next year they will be
able to go to St. Louis and have the large group.
Father said the beautiful thing is that there are vocations coming from the
Newman Center. Andrew is joined by one other young man and there are
two others who are also applying from the Newman Center. There are l0
or 12 potential applicants for the seminary.
Father said the Newman Center received a half-million dollar gift from
the Ryan foundation. They continue to work towards paying down the
debt. Progress has been made. They also would like to convert some
unfinished available space to provide an area for music instruction and
RCIA.
Andrew Nigro: Andrew grew up in St.
Gerald’s parish and graduated from Mt.
Michael High School. He was invited by
Fr. Rosa to come to the Newman Center
to continue his discernment which he
started in high school. He is in his fourth
Continued on page 6
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and final year at the Newman Center. He has enjoyed being at the
Newman Center and he will be going into seminary formation in the
Archdiocese of Omaha. He has a major in psychology and a minor in
communications and decided to take an ASL (American Sign
Language) class. He goes to ASL with a few of his friends and the
teacher is deaf, and signs. You can only take this class if you know
how to sign. That is very difficult, it is challenging. He is fully
immersed in sign language and has learned a lot. His peers are very
encouraging. He is fully immersed in the culture and working for God.
This has helped him in how he lives his faith. He sees how his whole
self has turned toward God and he feels he has come a long way in his
faith. Everything that the Newman Center offers has been such a
support. He feels he is more honest with himself. He has had struggles
but is so thankful for the opportunities he has been given. He asks us to
keep him and the Newman Center in our prayers.

Speaker: Fr. Mark Beran - St.
Augustine Mission Fr. Beran has
family roots in northeast Nebraska
but grew up in Arkansas, Florida,
Nevada, Pennsylvania, and California
before settling in Fremont, Nebraska.
He graduated from Wayne State
College, which is where he first felt
called to the priesthood. This summer
will be his 20th anniversary of
ordination, having served at St.
Cecilia Cathedral, a tour in Iraq in the
Nebraska Army National Guard, St. Margaret Mary's in Omaha, St.
Mary's Parish in Wayne and Wayne State College, and now as the
Director of the St. Augustine Indian Mission in Winnebago with it's four
parishes in Homer, Winnebago, Walthill and Macy.

Someone asked if there was a Newman Center at UNO before JP II was
built. Father said there was a presence. It was run mostly out of St.
Margaret Mary’s Church by Theresa Monahan. There was an assigned
office space but there was no assigned space for gathering, etc.

Fr. spoke about St. Catherine Drexel whose feast day we celebrated on
March 3rd. Winnebago has the only Catholic school in Nebraska
founded by a Saint. Hopefully Fr. Flanagan will be named a Saint and
we can add Boys Town to that list. St. Catherine established the first
school for Black and Indian Children in the US. She was from
Philadelphia and she was raised in a very faith filled family. The Priest
that she loved was moved to Omaha and became the first Bishop in
Omaha - Bishop O’Conor. This was a vast territory, in the late 1800’s,
and he was not overly excited about coming to Omaha. Catherine and
her sister traveled to the mid-west and her heart was touched. She
traveled with a group to Europe in her 20’s and she asked Pope Leo to
send a group of nuns to the US to take on teaching the Black and Indian
children. He told her she should go. That was not the answer she
wanted to hear,

Cost: Father said the cost is on par with UNO - about $600/month.
There is no food service. This is about the same as the Newman
Center in Lincoln. They try to offer things that are in connection with
the University. There is a culture. There are a lot of things to do. A
very close knit community. It gives the students a chance to get
involved and become friends with people. It is open to prayer and
allows students to live out their faith. There are many prayer teams Knights of Columbus, women’s group. There is a library and an area
for puzzles, etc. They can get together and just talk. It is pretty
comfortable. Students get to know other students. This is like having
a Catholic education.
At the risk of her health and well being she and her Blessed Sacrament
Sisters came to the US and started building. Before her death she
85% of the students who attend UNO are commuters. In Lincoln 95% started 60 Native American schools in the US. She also founded
of the students are from the UNL campus. The Newman Center is very Xavier College in the late 1800’s. She had a calling from God and she
convenient for students on the UNO Campus. Actually, the Newman didn’t let anything stop her. She would get farmers to buy land for her
Center brings students to UNO. Fr. said he has seen many lives totally as the people in the US really didn’t want her nuns in the area. In 1908
changed on campus. Even during COVID students were on campus. It the owners of the Winnebago tribe made a request that she come to
was the largest standing group on the UNO campus. They needed to northeast Nebraska to build a school for their girls. At that time there
get together. The Newman Center was the only show in town. This were no educational opportunities for girls. In 1909 she made her way
helped.
to northeast Nebraska and the first school was built. Education there has
continued for 113 years. She would visit the school on an annual basis
Andrew was asked where will be going for seminary. He will be going until she was well into her 80’s. She had a deep devotion to the Blessed
to St. Paul, MN and will do a Propaedeutic Year which means he will Sacrament. In the last year of her life she had a room close to the
be spending time in prayer and doing service work as well as attending chapel and she spent a good deal of time there. Her Sisters of the
a couple classes. Fr. Andrews said it is important for these young men Blessed Sacrament continue until this day. Father said recently they
to spend a year learning to know themselves, a time to detox and give were trying to raise money for a new school and were told they would
them greater clarity regarding their vocation. Before a young man can not be able to raise that much money. He started a novena to St.
be a pastor, he needs to know himself.
Continued on page 7
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Catherine Drexel and one of her sisters helped him to raise the funds. They could not find the medals they wanted to give out on St. Catherine’s
feast (the ones he could find were very expensive) and one of the nuns sent him as many as he needed. Another man sent a check for $10,000. He
believes most of this is due to the intercession of St. Catherine Drexel.
There are three reservations in Nebraska. Father serves two of the reservations south of Sioux City. The Omaha tribe is on the south side and the
Winnebago tribe is on the north side. They originated in Wisconsin and some still live there. They were moved a total of five times by the
government. Some snuck away and then moved back. There are two different branches of the Winnebago tribe. Lance Morgan saw there were
more casinos coming into the area and he was well aware these would not help the well-being of the tribes He started Ho-Chunk, Inc. which is a
300 million dollar International company. He was able to get some grant money. They built a gas station and a new school. They have
government control. Through this company unemployment has dropped to about 20%, it was 80% 25 years ago. They have become a learning
model.
The Native Americans have have a beautiful language and culture. Their language is quite complicated. They are strong and want to hold on to
their history. When the children were sent off to boarding school, they could not use their language or culture. The Omaha tribe has been in
Nebraska for hundreds of years. The two tribes are close to each other, in terms of distance, but they have different traditions. Unemployment in
the Omaha residents is 80%. When driving through Macy Nebraska you will see much poverty. They have a food pantry and a bus runs to get
their kids to school. Both tribes have a high rate of depression and drug addiction. When part of the residents have a job and are able to provide
for themselves there is some hope.
The people have much respect for families and the environment. They are a very humble people. They show deep respect for their elders. They
want to hold on to their culture. They are very humble people. They do not brag about anything. Over time, Father said he has learned some of
them have been to college, etc. but they do not make this known. They are very patriotic and have much respect for the military -- they respect
the warrior. Since Father was in the military, they have great respect for him. He brought some calendars that show some of the day to day lives
of the people.
There are about 100 kids in the school K-8. They are sent off to public high school. There is currently one boy at Mt. Michael and a couple girls
at Duchenne Academy and one young man just got into Creighton Prep and this is possible because of the Catholic church. There are 4 small
churches with about 100 people in each. They have a strong faith. There is one young man from their area who is applying for seminary. He’s
currently at the Newman Center. The churches are totally funded. Father said the collections would not be enough to even pay his salary. He said
their motto is to serve God and love their neighbor well. Press forward and fear nothing.
Questions: Someone told Father they would like to hear a little about his vocation story and about his time with the Native Americans. He lived
in a lot of places growing up, but realized the church was the same. He is one of six children. He said he remembers several times his father
would have all of them sit on the couch and telling them to ask God what he wanted them to do. He has a twin brother and his brother said he
always knew he would become a Priest. When he was was at Wayne State College he had one particular time when he had a sleepless night and
felt he needed to at least look into becoming a Priest. His twin said “It’s about time!”. He started going to daily Mass and spent more time in
prayer and met with his pastor. About a year and 1/2 into seminary he tried to think about what he would rather do. He came to the conclusion,
the Priesthood is what he wanted to do. One sister said he would have a “weird life” as a Priest. He said he didn’t want to be at the Cathedral,
but ended up there for his first assignment. He also had no interest in the military and ended up spending a year in Iraq as a Chaplain in the
National Guard. When he was in college ministry at Wayne State he took a a group of kids to Winnebago. He was interested in talking with Fr.
Korth and said he could see himself there (maybe in a few years). Two weeks later he was called and asked if he would go to Winnebago. He
said he has had a “weird Priesthood” but there is no normal Priesthood.
Father was asked about affordable housing. There is some building going on. It is difficult as some would like to own a home, but do not know
the logistics of getting a loan, etc. etc. The government has been providing housing, they would have to take classes on home ownership. He said
things are starting to change but probably will not change a lot in the current generation.
Father was asked if they have plans of building a high school. It would nice to have a high school but right now they are focussing on the new
grade school. which is being built. Hopefully it will be ready by this Fall. The old school will be torn down. The Missionary Benediction sisters
Continued on page 8
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Continued from page 7
teach there. Some teach and some do outreach to the poor. Hopefully enrollment will increase when the new school is open. He said about
half of the people are Catholic and the remainder are in another denomination. Graduation rates of those attending high school, from their
school, is 95-100%
Do parents worry about sending their kids off to Omaha, etc. and that they won’t come back. Yes, to a certain extent, however, there are job
opportunities and some do come back. He said they have to be careful and they don’t want to push them away from their culture.
Father was asked what would happen to the old grade school. He said it would be torn down and there are many cracks in the walls, etc.

Mass, Meeting and Mixers
St. Joseph’s Church - Springfield NE - January 19th
Deacon Terry Ficenec - Deacon Terry was born and raised in Omaha, NE, attended St. Wenceslaus and St.
Joseph Grade Schools, graduated from St. Joseph/Paul VI High School and attended Bellevue College,
majoring in Mathematics, Business, and Accounting. In May of 1974 he started his first corporation, Four
Seasons Construction Company, Inc as a residential framing company. Two years later he began his home
building career as Apollo Homes, Inc, building his first homes while continuing to frame houses. In 1989
became the President of the Metropolitan Omaha Builders Association. Prior to retiring in 2019, a total of over
1,000 homes, rentals, and apartments were built. Deacon Terry is deeply involved with the Pro-Life movement
and blessed to be able to have used his God given talents and energy to be responsible for the remodeling of and
a founding board member and President of both “A Women’s Touch” in Bellevue and “Bethlehem House” in
Omaha. He built the rectory for the new St. Vincent de Paul Parish in NW Omaha and the Poor Clare Nuns
monastery in Elkhorn, NE. He served on the Catholic Charities Board, the St. Thomas More School Board as president and on its Parish Council,
the Archbishop’s Building Committee and the Institute for Priestly Formation Mission Advancement Board. Deacon Terry married his high school
sweetheart, Karen Hermanek, on April 27, 1974. They were blessed to adopt 3 children and have 7 grandchildren. He was ordained to the
Diaconate in the Archdiocese of Omaha, November 6, 2004 while a parishioner at St. Thomas More in Omaha. In 2014 they moved to
Springfield, NE and joined St. Joseph’s parish. Deacon Terry’s ministries have included Baptism preparation, Confirmation classes, RCIA,
marriage preparation, administering the Sacraments of Baptisms and Holy Matrimony, along with Communion Services, Benediction, Wake
Services, and Funeral burial services.
As noted above, Deacon Terry was a deacon prior to moving to Springfield. He joined the diaconate in the Archbishop Curtis days. When he was
in his final year, he was asked to leave. At that time weekend training was done in Norfolk. He wasn’t sure why he was asked to leave, but feels
he probably was asking too many questions, and this was frowned upon. He was always self employed and never had a boss until studying for the
deaconate. He had written an exit letter, he didn’t complain and some time later he was contacted and asked to return. In the meantime his wife
had told him if it took more than two years before he was given the opportunity to return, she was done and would not go back. After being
called back things went well and he was ordained a Deacon in 2004. He said no one has a straight path. He feels the fact he didn’t get angry made
the return easier. Two other men were asked to leave at the same time, and they did not return. He appears to be completely comfortable. He
said “I think, I believe, I know this was was meant to be and it was in God’s plans”. He needed to stop being the boss and let God take charge.
He said he made a comment to Archbishop Curtis that he would’t be the Deacon he is today had he not gone through this and Archbishop Curtis
agreed with him,
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February 21, 2022- Mass,
Meeting and Mixer St.
Stephen the Martyr - Father
Benjamin Boyd offered Mass
and gave the homily. After
Mass a brief business meeting
was held and Fr. Boyd spoke to
the group.
Father Boyd was born in North
Platte, NE, where he graduated
from St. Patrick’s High School.
He went to the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln for 2 ½ years
but couldn’t figure out what he wanted to do with his life. He
worked as a carpenter and cabinet maker for several years before
entering seminary. Since boyhood, Fr. Boyd had wanted to marry
and have children, so he was surprised when he heard God call him
to the priesthood.
After years of running from God’s call, Fr. Boyd finally
surrendered by becoming open to carry out God’s Will. He studied
Philosophy at Conception Seminary College in Conception, MO,
followed by Theology at Kenrick-Glennon Seminary in St. Louis.
Father Boyd was ordained a priest for the Archdiocese of Omaha
on June 7, 2014. He first served with Fr. Belt at St. Patrick’s in
Fremont, then moved to St. Vincent de Paul. Then, after five years
at Christ the King, he currently serves with Fr. Belt at St. Stephen
the Martyr.
Fr. Boyd started his talk by saying that he remembers while he was
in seminary he would get cards and support from the Serra Club
members. He particularly remembers Muriel Munchrath bought
him his first vestment and prayed a holy hour for him every day.
Being able to hear from and to see people from the Omaha area
helped.
In regard to his call to the Priesthood, the first element was God’s
perseverance. He knows that God does have a plan and that he can
be very firm. He never had a desire to be a Priest. He wanted to be
a father and a husband. He dated a girl for 5 years - all through
high school and the first year of college - and planned to marry
her. They broke up and he felt lost. He was 21 or 22 when they
broke up and he thought “maybe you should be a Priest”. At the
time he wasn’t going to Mass and had no prayer life. He had
stopped going to Mass after high school. Over a period of 4 or 5
years the thought kept getting more frequent and it became
annoying. It would just pop into his head. He did his best to
ignore the thoughts. He was in a wedding of a friend in Lincoln.
There was a Priest, Fr. Sousa, at the wedding and he started to visit
with him. He asked all sorts of silly questions such as “do you get
paid”. Finally, he told the Priest that he had been having some
thoughts about becoming a Priest. Father gave him his number. At
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the time Fr. Boyd was working in Beatrice as a carpenter. When he was
unpacking from the weekend he found Fr. Sousa’s number and proceeded
to throw it away. He told God to give him a sign. He pulled out his Bible
and opened it and landed on Daniel 8:2 and Daniel had a vision of the
City of Susa. Again, he thought God might be calling him.
He was in another wedding and started talking to another Priest. He had
not been to confession in awhile and he still felt God was far away. He
thought about dating and wanting to get married. This Priest would call
and e-mail and Fr. Boyd would delete the messages - he was running in
the other direction. Then one night he was watching EWTN and saw how
St. Augustine had changed his life and he began to think “maybe I’ve got
a shot”. He called the Priest he had met and they were planning to get
together. They were both traveling and had a connecting flight. Their
flights were scheduled to leave and come back on the same days. This
seemed like a stamp of approval. His schedule was changed and they
were not able to meet. However, when he arrived at the airport he saw 5
Priests. Once, while in Bloomington, Ill, he was looking for a Catholic
church. He was praying and thought he was crazy. Again he asked for a
sign and looked up and saw a street sign that said Seminary Ave. The
next morning driving to Mass he felt the Lord was talking to him. He
thought he would decline the offer. He went to confession and for a
penance he was told to pay close attention to that day’s readings. The
first reading was about the people who wouldn’t listen to what God says
but continue in their own ways and not his. “Because you continue in
your own ways and do not repent, I will remove you out of my presence
forever.” He told the Lord he thought he wanted to be a Priest. He felt
things kept falling apart over and over again. He went into a mini
depression. His work situation got worse. He couldn’t seem to find any
joy. Even his friends noticed. He was driving back to Beatrice. He felt
he had been running for 4 to 5 years and he decided he would do it. He
felt the pressure leave and felt this as a good sign. He applied and was
told it would take a year before he would get into seminary. After that
things fell into place and he was admitted.
He admits he was testing the Lord and doubting him. God gets our
attention. When he attended IPF he was thinking about leaving the
seminary. He was told to go the last place he had encountered the Lord.
He sat in front of a statue of our Lord and wondered if he could be happy
as a Priest. Once again he asked for a sign. He opened his bible and a
butterfly landed on one of the pages. He saw the reading where Azhad
was told to ask for a sign and he responded he did not want to bother the
Lord. Azhad was told the Lord would not give up on him.
He was asked if he was apprehensive about being ordained, what was that
like? He kept asking God only if it was his will. God gave him a lot of
signs. Every vocation has its challenges. When he thinks of his life as a
Priest he realizes he can do things that a parent cannot do. He has had
many gifts. It is wise to trust in God when things are looking glum. We
need to keep doing what we can. Keep showing up. God will never leave
you. If you see a quality in someone, talk to them. God doesn’t give up
on us. If you are a baptized person, satan is attacking you.
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Continued from page 9
He asked us to continue our support of the seminarians. Don’t “baby” them, but let them know you care and that you are praying for them.
He asked us to also pray for vocations to the consecrated life and for our nuns. Their prayers are even more powerful than the Priests. They
are bride’s of Christ.
Father was asked what his greatest challenge is. Loneliness, but that is part of the package and he has to realize sometimes married people
are lonely, too. He was asked if he has a dog. He said no - maybe some day when he is a pastor. He was asked what his parents thought of
him becoming a Priest. They were very surprised, just like his friends. His dad has embraced his faith a little more. He was asked what he
likes best about being a Priest. He gets to celebrate Mass and teach in the school. He gets invited into peoples lives at every stage of their
life.
Father was asked what we can do to help our Priests. We should not complain about what we expect our Priests to be. Don’t expect a new
Priest to be like your former Priest. Don’t be negative, try to be appreciative. He was asked about the reduction in the number of Priests.
He is happy to see the retired Priests still coming in to help out, that is beautiful. He knows he will be busy. He tries not to think too far into
the future.
He was asked if he gets a day off and his answer was yes and he tries very hard to not to schedule anything on his day off. Some days are
busier than others it kind of evens out. Father was also asked what is his biggest reward. Most of the time Priests do not see the end result,
however, every now and then someone remarks how something he said affected them or how something is suddenly making sense. He
knows the Lord wants him to do what he does and that gives him peace. The hardest part of being a Priest is the demands of the people, and
at times having to tell them “no”. The hardest time was during COVID when the pews were empty. He missed the annoying questions. It
is also very hard to see people who walk away from their faith.

Meet our Seminarians

Brian Hula - Theology I

Joshua Richards - Theology I

Brian’s hometown is Omaha. His home parish is St. Peter - Omaha.
Josh’s hometown is Papillion, Nebraska and his parish is
St. Columbkille in Papillion.

He attended the University of Dalles and graduated from Conception
Seminary.

He attended the University of Nebraska Omaha for two years
while living at the John Paul II Newman Center, which he calls
“an incredible two years”.

Some of his favorite things to do are fishing, hiking, and backpacking.
He also enjoys basketball, volleyball and disc golf.

He credits Fr. Joe Taphorn as a priest who was very influential
in his decision to apply for seminary.

He enjoys playing his accordion and reading good literature, especially
Dostoevsky, Chesterton or Flannery O’Connor.
Brian recently became an Acolyte and he will be studying Spanish in
Mexico this summer.

His hobbies include playing soccer and spike-ball, reading and
writing letters to his family and friends.
Please keep Brian, Josh and all of our seminarians in your prayers.

March 2022

10

El Camino

News from the Serra Club of West Omaha
serrawestomaha.org

Pope Francis’
Prayer Intention
May, 2022

In his prayer intentions for May 2022, Pope
Francis, prays for faith-filled young people – We
pray for all young people, called to live life to the
fullest; may they see in Mary’s life the way to
listen, the depth of discernment, the courage that
faith generates, and the dedication to service.

Remember the West Omaha Serra Club when
you update your will. Estate planning is an
easy way to make a lasting donation.
Holy Hour - for our Priests and Seminarians St. Roberts - March 21, 2022
There was good attendance at this Holy Hour. Fr.
Frank Baumert presided at the Holy Hour. To view
pictures from this event, please go to our new website
serrawestomaha.org

Prayer for Seminarians
Father, thank you for the generosity
of our seminarians. Safeguard them as
they prepare for the priesthood.
Keep all evil far from them, so they
may become strong Christian men
who are faithful to prayer
diligent in their studies,
open to spiritual direction,
and docile to all aspects of seminary formation.
Above all enflame their hearts with
love so they will be ardent and gentle
shepherds for your Church.
We make this prayer through the great
High Priest, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
St. Charles Borromeo, Patron of seminarians pray for us.
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Deceased Priests and Deacons of the Archdiocese of Omaha
DATE
April 2

NAME

YEAR

Pope St. John Paul II
Rev. I. Seiberlich

2005
1966

3

Rev. Joseph R. Kohler

1925

4

Rev. Wayne W. Schlautman

2019

6

Rev. Michael E. Condon

1961

Rev. William F. Weidner

DATE
NAME
April 20 Rev. Leo J. Raus
22
Rev. William P. Fitzgerald

YEAR
1983
1916

Rev. Henry R. Schorn

1981

23

Msgr. John S. Juricek

1982

24

Rev. James Burke

1947

1999

Rev. Robert J. Eimers

1996

Msgr. George A. Smiskol

1953

Deacon Duane Iwanski

2014

Rev. James F. Bartek

2002

Rev. Alfred Hoesing

1975

Deacon Duane Bronk

2014

Rev. Richard L. Swolek

2005

Deacon Steve Costello

1994

Msgr. Andrew H. Meister

2011

Deacon Leonard Obershaw

2000

Rev. John P. Hilt

1971

10

Rev. William J. Corboy, S.J.

1951

Deacon Lyle Simmons

2021

11

Rev. Edward J. Chapuran

1952

27

Rev. Walter Nabity

1995

12

Rev. Karel Kucera

1980

28

Rev. Leo Patrick

1964

Rev. Lucian S. Astuto

2016

29

Rev. John Fitzpatrick

1914

30

Rev. Patrick R. Kelly

1952

Rev. John F. Brock

1967

Rev. James S. Dobson

1945

Rev. William J. Borer

1985

Msgr. Nelson A. Newman

2020

Rev. Patrick J. Boyle

1890

Rev. John H. Griese

1945

Deacon Jesus Herrera

2018

15

Deacon Bill Hecht

2011

16

Rev. Peter A. Grobbel

7

9

13
14

25

26

May 1 Deacon Tom Livingston
Rev. James Crowley

1964

Msgr. Francis P. Schmitt

1994

Msgr. Edward P. McCaslin

1984

1965

Deacon Joe Waite

1991

Rev. Anthony J. Paschang

1982

Deacon Mike McGuire

2017

Rev. Charles L. Zak

1920

4

Rev. William J. O'Sullivan

1934

Rev. Robert P. Duffy

1998

6

Rev. James A. Ladd

1957

Rev. Stanislaus C. Mitera

1998

Deacon Fred Ridder

2009

18

Rev. James F. Borer

1929

Msgr. James R. Cain

2013

19

Rev. William P. Kearns

1952

Deacon Harold Neinaber

2017

20

Msgr. Timothy O'Sullivan

1966

Deacon Maurice Maiefski

1995

8

Rev. Daniel F. Brick

1999

9

Rev. George A. Saxon

1971
12

17
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DATE
May 10
11
12

NAME

Msgr. James W. Stenson
Rev. Anthony J. Tresnak
Rev. Bernard Teves
Rev. Leo A. Kuhn
Deacon William Fell
13
Rev. Francis Walaskiewicz
Rev. Francis G. Schopp
14
Rev. William A. Foster
15
Msgr. Edward J. Flanagan,
Servant
God Kosmicki
Deaconof
Duane
16
Rev. James M. K. Martin
17
Rev. Emil Zepf
Rev. Aloysius McMahon
Rev. F. L. Kubiszewski
Most Rev. Anthony M. Milone
20
Rev. Michael O'Toole
Rev. Daniel Twohig
Rev. Rudolph F. Kluthe
21
Msgr. Joseph A. Suneg
Deacon Hugh Robinson
Rev. James F. Kenny
Deacon Paul L. Matukewicz
22
Deacon John Cerveny
23
Rev. Henry Loecker
Msgr. Edward J. Appelbaum
25
Rev. Alphonse A. Lehman
26
Rev. Nicholas Horn
Deacon Ralph Hueser
27
Rev. Thomas R. Ward
28
Deacon Justin Lauer
Deacon Joseph Ramirez
29
Rev. John J. Emster
30
Rev. Conrad J. Spenner
Deacon Don French
June 3 Rev. Patrick J. Judge
Pope St. John XXIII
4
Rev. James Buen
Deacon Louis Liss
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YEAR
1944
1997
1944
1976
2002
1937
1956
1997
1948
2007
1899
1943
2011
1959
2018
1925
1958
1974
1989
2007
2011
2017
2011
1928
1985
1951
1884
2015
2008
2003
2016
1889
1985
2010
1942
1963
1894
1987

DATE

NAME

June 5 Rev. John L. Farrald
6
Rev. Anthony Pluhacek
8

9
10
11
12
13
14
16
18
21
23

24
27
28

30

Rev. Peter McLoughlin
Rev. John F. Wieczorek
Deacon Al Kohles
Msgr. John Michalak
Deacon Robert Obershaw
Rev. John F. Costello
Deacon Kurt Sorenson
Msgr. Robert J. Gass
Rev. Charles Z. Petlach
Rev. J. F. McCarthy
Rev. Thomas P. Hitch
Rev. Norbert H. Boland
Rev. Walter Thies
Rev. John D. Goergan
Msgr. Charles F. Brodersen
Msgr. Eugene Kerwin
Rev. John F. Beacom
Rev. Martin J. Petrasic
Rev. Peter J. Vanderlaan
Rev. James Brady
Rev. Cornelius Collins
Msgr. Jeremiah H. O'Sullivan
Rev. Russell Monzu
Rev. Robert A. Garvey
Deacon Andrew Steffen

YEAR
1984
1996
1920
1962
1990
2010
1999
1934
1994
2010
1953
1927
1995
1989
1948
1928
2013
2009
2012
2014
1953
1973
1931
1978
1995
1984
2011
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SERRA CLUB OF WEST OMAHA
Objectives
We are an organization of Catholic lay men and women who
work to foster and promote vocations to the priesthood and
consecrated religious life of the Catholic Church and to
develop an appreciation of the priesthood and of all religious
vocations in the Catholic Church. We also strive to further
Catholicism by encouraging members in fellowship and
education to fulfill their Christian vocation to service.

Activities
...!
...!
...!
!
...!
...!
!
...!
...!
...!
!
...!
...!
...!
...!
...!
!
...!
!
...!
...!
...!

Financial support for seminarians and novices.
Assistance to Archdiocesan Vocation Office.
Encourage attendance at the Serra District and
International conventions.
Appreciation Event for women of Consecrated Life
Summer picnic for Seminarians and their families
along with priests.
Pre-ordination dinner for seminarians and priests.
Chair Archbishop’s Committee for Lay Vocations.
Golf &Tennis Outing and Dinner for Archdiocesan
priests, brothers and seminarians.
New Member Induction Mass and Reception.
E-mails, letter writing and cards to seminarians.
Support for parish vocations committees.
Organize “31” Clubs in Archdiocesan parishes
Development and maintenance of West Omaha !Serra
Membership Directory.
Development and maintenance of West Omaha !Serra
Website.
Seminarian Christmas Dinner.
Work with JP II Newman Center
Seminary Visits.

History
The Serra Club of Omaha was chartered on October 7, 1951.
By 1987 the Club had grown to more than 100 members and,
with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, established a second club
in the West Omaha area.
The Serra Club of West Omaha received its charter from Serra

Board Members - Serra Cub of West Omaha
President!
!
President-Elect!
Chaplin!
!
Secretary !
!
Treasurer!
!
VP Vocations! !
VP Programs! !
VP Membership!
VP Events!
!
VP Communications
El Camino Editor!
Webmaster! !
Historian!
!
Trustee!
!
Trustee!
!
Trustee!
!

Jolene Jefferies!
Hugh Spellman
Fr. Frank Baumert!
Mary Ann Casey !
John Fread! !
Judy Huber! !
Jill Hain!
!
John Lingo! !
Stacey Floersch!
Deacon Bob Hamilton
Mary Ann Casey !
Open
Kathy Sibbernsen!
Karen Stevens!
Bob Fell!
!
Jerry Smith! !

521-0717
990-2469!
493-2186
334-1044
981-9295
510-1274
405-5147
290-4670
212-3348
699-4063
334-1044
201-4430
639-7198
333-6322
289-2969

God is always calling men to the
priesthood, religious life and the
Permanent Diaconate, and women
to religious life. Helping them to
hear that call is the most
important role that you can play.
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