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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE          HIGHLIGHTS FROM 

September. 2020

UPCOMING EVENTS

Oct. 2	
 First Friday Mass - 6:30 am - St. Stephen the Martyr Church
Oct. 5	
 No Meeting - Help with Jubilee in Columbus, NE
Oct. 12	
 Luncheon Meeting - Holiday Inn Express-19040 Evans St. Speaker -
	
 Fr. Gary Coulter-Our Lady of  Good Counsel Retreat House - Waverly 
Oct. 14	
 Serra Board Meeting - Overland Construction Meeting Room
Oct. 19	
 Holy Hour for Vocations -St. James Parish 
Oct. 26	
 Prayer Meeting - via Zoom
Nov. 2	
 Speaker and Location TBA
Nov. 7  	
 Retreat - St. Thomas More - Fr. Baumert will be our speaker
Nov. 9	
 Prayer Meeting via Zoom
Nov. 11 	
 Serra Board Meeting
Nov. 16	
 Mass and Mixer 5:30 - St. Patrick’s - Elkhorn
Nov. 23  Prayer Meeting via Zoom
Nov, 30	
 Prayer Meeting via Zoom
Dec. 7	
 Luncheon Meeting - Speaker Father Taylor Leffler
Dec. 9 	
 Serra Board Meeting
Dec. 14	
 Prayer Meeting via Zoom
Dec. 18	
 Seminarian Christmas Party - St. Elizabeth Ann

July 20, 2020 - Father Baumert gave the 
reflection.  He began with a prayer and 
also telling us of his new assignment.  
He is now the Sr. Associate Pastor at St. 
Thomas More and St. Joan of Arc.  Fr. 
Jeff Lorig is now the Pastor of these two 
churches.  He is Fr. Frank’s boss!  Holy 
Cross could be added to the group in the 
future.  This is somewhat similar to 
what has been done in the rural areas a 
year ago.  Father said he is thinking of 
planning the Serra fall retreat to reflect 
on the culture that involves people serving the church  The Mega churches 
get others to do things (not so much in the Catholic church).  This is an 
alternative to closing parishes.  No one wants their church to close.  He 
asked for our prayers.

Father said we should be thinking about the amount of time our children and 
grandchildren spend being involved in sports.  How many hours are they 
involved?  For many, a good part of their growing up years are  spent in 
getting to practice, sometimes three and four evenings a week.  Then there 
        Continued on page 2

As we transition from the 
summer season to fall, it’s a 
good  time to ‘reap what  we’ve 
sown’ from the summer, give 
thanks for the blessings that  we 
have (particularly  during this 
unprecedented coronavirus 
pandemic, the discord in our 
culture, and  an intense election 
year), and create new intentions 
and preparations for the coming 
winter.  It’s also a perfect 
opportunity to shift  our 
emphasis from the outward 
activities we are missing to 
inner reflection, contemplation 
and prayer.  

With all the uncertainty of our current times, one of the most difficult 
aspects of this ‘Year of Change’ is not knowing what’s next.  Sometimes it 
can be hard to allow even the smallest  notion of ‘completion’ or 
‘accomplishment’ to enter the picture of our daily lives.  Sometimes, in 
the midst  of all the isolation, cancellations and changes, it’s hard to take 
even a few seconds to sit back, take stock, and to realize that we have 
completed something.  We must remain hopeful…this too shall pass!  
Let’s trust that Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, always creates good 
from the cross of suffering and light  out  of the darkness.  We can take this 
time to rebuild, shift, and try new things as we work together to cultivate a 
sense of completeness and a new future with a ‘new normal’ better than it 
was before!

Our Serra Club has planted some exciting new ‘seeds’ that  have already 
begun to sprout.  We are optimistic about a new ‘harvest’ as we cultivate 
the vineyard of vocations for our Holy Catholic Church!  In the midst of 
this ‘Year of Change’, let  us consider and be thankful for all of the 
accomplishments our Serra Club has already achieved from June 1 
through September 30

Projects & Activities:

• Installed new officers at our Zoom Club Meeting on June 
1 and consecrated our Serra Club to Jesus of Divine 
Mercy, Our Lady of Guadalupe and St. Junipero Serra 

Continued on page 2
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are several games on the weekend.  That’s when they are in grade 
school.  Then there is Jr. High and High School.   Some of them get 
bored with sports by then.  Think of the coaching hours, their mentoring 
and the things they are doing in terms of sports.  In later years they have 
problems getting around. That is where it gets you.  Imagine if even 1/3 
of that time was focused on being a disciple of Christ.  Their dream is to 
go pro.  Perhaps when they realize this is not going to happen they could 
think of becoming a Priest or religious.  We need to convince them to 
become the pros of the religious life rather than the sports world.  They 
could join the big leagues of our church.  Think of all the energy it takes 
to keep these kids busy.    We need to start thinking in terms of the 
“religious game” for these young people.

August 3, 2020  -  Fr. Baumert was not able to attend.  Deacon Mike 
DeSelm gave the reflection. The Covid 19 virus has affected all of our 
lives.  He is pretty much homebound.  He has a number of health issues, 
so he is staying home.  There is quite a bit of fear in his life.  In today’s 
gospel the Apostles are out on the water.  Jesus had gone by himself up 
into the mountains to pray.  Meanwhile a storm had come up and the 
boat with the Apostles was being tossed about by the waves.  During the 
night Jesus came walking toward them on the water.  The Apostles were 
terrified, they thought they were seeing a ghost and they cried out in 
fear.  Jesus told them “be not afraid”.  Peter got out of the boat and tried 
to walk toward Jesus, but became frightened and began to sink and cried 
out and our Lord  reached out to save him. With all of the things going 
on in addition to the Covid -- the violence, etc. -- Omaha will soon rank 
with Chicago.  We need to turn our fears over to Jesus and have faith.  
God is aware of everything that is going on and he is aware of what we 
need.  We need to realize Jesus is with us and not be afraid.

  Continued from page 1
	
 with a beautiful consecration prayer written by our Chaplain, Father 
	
 Frank Baumert

• Sent a $200 gift card to two Ordinandi ordained in June
• Approved $350 to support the Little Way Retreat (previously the 

Nun Run)
• Presented our DRAFT 5-Year Strategic Plan on July 20 at an in-

person Club Meeting held at Tiburon; currently working on 
finalizing the plan along with the 2020-2021 Annual Operating Plan

• Finalized and approved our Club’s 2020-2021 fiscal year budget
• Approved,  June 10, to reduce our member dues, by half, for the 

remainder of this fiscal year ending May 31, 2021
• Created a new member application for FY 2020-2021
• Created a new member brochure with updated information about our 

Serra Club and also purchased professional Serra brochures from 
Vianney Vocations

• Created and communicated a new SignUp Genius for our Club’s 
Holy Hour of Prayer for Vocations (“31 Club”), and created a 
marketing card/handout for use in promoting this opportunity to our 
members, prospects and friends of Serra 

• Restarted our First Friday Masses in August, rotating at various 
Omaha parishes

• Sent all members in August the names and addresses of our priests, 
seminarians, sisters and nuns so Serrans can send them cards or 
letters during this difficult time with the pandemic

• Four of our members attended and assisted the Priest Jubilee 
celebration, luncheon and mass at St. Bonaventure in Columbus on 
October 5 where we assisted the Omaha Serra Club with serving and 
cleaning

• Seminarians are now featured in our El Camino newsletter
• Our awesome Facebook page continues to be managed and updated 

by Julia Palzer
• At Father Frank’s suggestion during a Strategic Planning Team 

Meeting on June 22, our Board approved to replace our 3rd Monday 
club lunch meetings with a “traveling”  evening Mass, Meeting & 
Mixer (held first  one on August 31 at Holy Cross, second one on 
September 21 at Our Lady of Lourdes); bulletin  board flyers and 
bulletin announcements were pushed out to all parishes in the 
Archdiocese and several parishes published them

• Currently following up and processing 10-12 new potential 
members since beginning our evening Mass, Meeting & Mixer 
events

• Officially added 3  new members:   Trent and Morgan Smith joined 
Sept. 2 (newlyweds in their early 20’s), and Tony Tiefenthaler of St. 
Patrick in Gretna joined Sept. 30. Welcome to all of you!

• Implemented a new SCOWO Google account, Gmail email account 
and Google Drive through Serra International 
(westomaha@serrainternational.org); currently adding files, photos, 
documents and videos to the Drive

• Created an editable Spiritual Bouquet for Your Priest card template 
for use by parishes for Priesthood Sunday to encourage parishioners 
to  offer prayers and devotions for their priest; emailed to all  parishes 
for their use

• Small  team of Serrans, coordinated by Hugh Spellman, sent every 
active and retired Priest in  the Archdiocese of Omaha a handwritten 
greeting card for Priesthood Sunday celebrated on September 27

• Met with Sally O’Neill and Phil Labade about the SerraNebraska 

      Continued on page 3

Note:  Please consider joining us for prayer (via Zoom) on 
Monday (when we do not have scheduled meetings)  -- at 
noon.  We pray together for 30 to 40 minutes.  Please see 
page 1 for the scheduled times of the prayer meetings.  
An e-mail is sent out prior to each meeting with the  link 
to join the meeting.

Prayer is definitely needed during these trying times for 
our church and for our country. 

mailto:westomaha@serrainternational.org
mailto:westomaha@serrainternational.org


3
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 website; Phil can no longer support  the site and highly recommended each club have their own specific website and gave us the name of a website 
	
 developer who could create a site for our Club

• Researched website solutions and developed a written proposal; currently being discussed and evaluated by our Board
• Currently in the process of opening a brokerage account with Edward Jones so our Club can accept gifts in the form of stock grants (one member is 

donating tax-free shares of stock)
• Preparing for the upcoming Holy Hour for Vocations with Archbishop Lucas coming up on Monday, October 19 at  St. James; we will have the 

“traveling”  Serra monstrance blessed by Pope Benedict; posted  event on the online calendars of the Archdiocese and Spirit  Catholic Radio; applied for a 
free public service announcement on Spirit Catholic Radio as well

• Preparing for the upcoming Advent Retreat with Father Frank Baumert, our Chaplain, on November 7 at St. Thomas More…Why did God make me?
• Received a formal, written proposal from the John Paul  II Newman Center listing several suggestions for how the Serra Club of West Omaha can 

support JPII; currently being discussed and evaluated by our Board

Meetings:

6  Club Meetings (1st and 3rd Mondays each Month):
	
 3  Zoom Noon Speakers  (Recorded and shared links to videos with members via email)
	
 1  In-Person Lunch Meeting (Tiburon)
	
 2  Evening Mass, Meeting & Mixer (Holy Cross in August and Our Lady of Lourdes in September)
	

7  Zoom Prayer Meetings (2nd and 4th Mondays each Month)

2  First Friday Masses: 
	
 August at St. Wenceslaus
	
 September at St. Robert Bellarmine

4  Regular Board Meetings (2nd Wednesday each Month; In-Person w/ Zoom Option)

4  Special or Off-Cycle Board Meetings (scheduled as needed):
	
 2  In-Person Strategic Planning Meetings

1  Zoom Strategic Planning Meeting
1  Zoom Planning Meeting to discuss format for Mass, Meeting & Mixer

4  External/Other Meetings:
	
 1  JPII Newman Center; In-Person September 18
	
 3  Omaha Serra Club; 2 phone calls and 1 Zoom meeting to discuss website issues

Total Meetings:  27
 
Events:

4  Events Cancelled (due to COVID-19):
	
 Golf & Tennis Outing
	
 Pre-Ordination Dinner
	
 Seminarian Sendoff & Picnic
	
 Vocation Rally at Skutt High School

1 Event Postponed:
	
 Women of Consecrated Life Brunch moved from October 2020 to April 17, 2021

Coming Soon:

• A new SignUp Genius to select and pray for our Seminarians
• A new, interactive and transactional website for our Club
• Award for Outstanding Parish Vocations Committees (sponsored and managed by SCOWO, similar to the Altar Server Awards managed by the Omaha 

Serra Club) to acknowledge and recognize parishes for their efforts at creating a culture of vocations in their faith communities
• Legacy Giving Program

westomaha.serranebraska.org

Continued on page 4
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SCOWO FINANCIAL UPDATE / OCTOBER 1, 2020:

The Cash Balances as of October 1, 2020 are as follows:  Checking; $ 2,853.95 and Savings; $5,2608.84.  
Outstanding Cash Receivables (dues invoiced as  of  October 1, 2020) are $ 8,249.84.  Total cash 
available through December 31, 2020 is a minimum of $ 63,712.63, not including any donations that may 
be received from the SCOWO Annual Appeal.

Anticipated expenses for the period ending December 31, 2020 are estimated and budgeted at 
approximately $ 6,000.  This amount includes (1) meetings and lunches, (2) the annual SCOWO 
Christmas Dinner, (3) gifts for Seminarians and Religious and (4) an allowance for the SCOWO / Advent 
Retreat in November.

 Prepared by:   Rod Lighthipe -- Treasurer

Continued from page 3
I am confident our Serra Club will reap great  benefits from this change in seasons.  I encourage you to not only  engage in inward  reflection and continued 
prayer, but to look forward to the day where we can all come together and participate in outward celebration where we can experience deep rooted connection 
and gratitude.

May God bless the work of the Serra Club of West Omaha as He leads us to contribute greatly to the inspiration, promotion, affirmation and support of 
countless vocations to the priesthood and consecrated religious life, and  may He help each of us as Serrans to deepen our individual holiness while we selflessly 
serve Our Father in this vital missionary work!  Jesus we trust in you!  Our Lady of Guadalupe, Pray for Us!  St, Junipero Serra, Pray for Us!

Dominus Vobiscum,

Jolene Jefferies - President
West Omaha Serra Club

September, 2020
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SPEAKERS
July 20, 2020 - First in person meeting since the start of Covid 19.  We met at the Tiburon Golf Course.  Jolene 
provided an up-date on planned events as well as those events that have been cancelled. Jolene Jefferies was the 
speaker at this meeting.  She laid out the plans for the upcoming year with the hopes, in the not too distant future. 
to have a five year plan in place.  The West Omaha Serra Club has been in existence for 32 years.   She explained 
the history of the club and the need to keep the club solvent for years to come.  Some cracks in the foundation 
are starting to 
form.  She 
presented the 
results of the 
survey to the 
group in May.  
The board has 
met on three 

occasions.   A draft of the Strategic plan was 
distributed at this meeting as well as sent to all 
members via e-mail.  There were 9 key issues 
identified as listed on page 5 of the draft.  
Members are asked to take a look at this.  On 
page 10 of the draft Jolene provided a chart 
showing areas of strategic priority.  She 
discussed the need for an executive committee.  
Julia Palzer started this last year and it proved to 
be very helpful.   The by-laws have not been up-
dated since the club was formed.  In making some of the recommended changes, luncheon meetings and other areas, the by-laws will need to be 
up-dated.  Serra International has also come out with by-laws and if we change our by-laws, they would need to be sent to Serra International.  As 
indicated in goal #2 on page 12, we intend to pilot any new changes  Any new policy or process cannot be instituted until it is tried.   On an on-
going basis, minimum of once a year,  we will need to check outcomes to see what has or has not been successful.  Once we implement a plan we 
will run it through Serra International.  We will create an operating plan and pull out what does not work and put in place those things that do 
work.

We are still in need of a President Elect.  A nominating committed has been formed and will be meeting soon.  If anyone has an interest or knows 
of someone who would make a good candidate, please let Jolene know.  It is hoped the President Elect should attend the Serra International 
conference. The Board would support that person financially to attend.  The amount of support would be changed from year to year depending on 
the location of the conference, etc.  It was also noted perhaps we need longer terms.  It is felt this could help with stability.  

In terms of finances the Board is looking into fine tuning the system.  Perhaps going to a program called Quick Books to make the bookkeeping 
easier.  A brief financial report will be included in upcoming newsletters as well.

A number of things were discussed in terms of vocations.  It is planned to ask members to attend Mass on First Friday.  This will be started at St. 
Wenceslaus on August 7th.  Members will be encouraged to attend one of the morning Masses as a group.  The 31 Club - we have been involved 
with this in the past and members will be given an opportunity to sign up via the sign-up genius.  We will also work with parishes in terms of 
their vocation committees.  We need to recognize the Priests in the Archdiocese as well as our Permanent Deacons.  Deacons are taking on more 
and more and need recognition.   It is also felt we should have some outreach program with the JP II Newman Center.  On August 31st we plan to 
have the first evening Mass for Serrans. It is hoped that we can invite people from parishes across Omaha to attend. We need to reach  ̀out to new 
Serrans with an orientation prior to our meetings or information on a web site, etc.  Also exit interviews would be helpful.  It would be good to 
know why someone decides to leave the club and what we can do to retain members.  

On page 20 there are suggestions as to how to get young people involved in some of our high impact events.  Perhaps having a group help with 
serving, etc.   It would be nice to have some young men at the Seminarian Christmas party allowing them to see that Seminarians and Priests are 
“real people”.   
                    Continued on page 6
September, 2020
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Continued on page 7

Continued from page 5
In terms of programs it is hoped we can use more technology.  We 
have been forced to use Zoom during the Covid 19.  With internet, etc. 
we could interact with seminarians from the seminary -- even from 
Rome.  

Partnerships were discussed as well as possible ways of obtaining 
funds.  The Annual Appeal works well.  We were also able to obtain 
sponsorships for the Nun’s  Brunch last year which helped to keep our 
expenses down.

There was a question regarding diversity.  Jolene said hopefully by 
going to different parishes for Mass we would be involved in more 
diversity. 

August 3, 2020 -  This was a Zoom meeting.  Jolene gave a brief 
overview regarding activities.  The Seminarian send off was by 
invitation only.  They had a Mass (no picnic) for the seminarians and 
their families and then gathered for games.  The golf and tennis outing 
has been cancelled.  The Brunch for Women of Consecrated Life has 
also been postponed.  We will try to have that in the Spring if possible.  
Judy Huber suggested we send letters or cards to Priests and 
seminarians that we know to offer encouragement. She will get 
addresses and they will be sent  to our members.

August 3 - Speaker - Rod 
Hofschulte  - Rod, like many young 
men, felt he had a calling to pursue a 
priestly vocation, but opportunity at 
the time was limited.  The idea was 
not nourished and ultimately God 
had other plans. Rod always has had 
considerable respect for priests and 
loved to serve Mass in his small 
country parish until he was well into 
his teen years. About 8 years ago, 
Father Marc Lim, at   the request of 
Father Tom Bauwens, asked Rod to 
put together a vocations committee 

at St. Wenceslaus. There was no vocations committee and  there had 
not been one for many years. Rod became the first President and after 
a fruitful few years, he was asked by Father Tom to share the successes 
and programs with neighboring parishes. Rod then formed the Omaha 
Area Consortium for the Promotion of Religious Vocations, at which 
several quarterly meetings were held throughout the Omaha area with 
several parish vocation committee members in attendance. Rod is 
currently President of the St. Wenceslaus Vocations Committee, 
Nebraska State Knights of Columbus Vocations Director, and a 
member of the West Omaha Serra Club.

As noted above, Rod said when he was a young man he felt he might 
have a call to be a Priest but his call was not nourished.  He feels there 
are quite a few young men who feel called, but it is not acted upon.  
He said in about 2014 Fr. Marc Lim asked him if he could put together 
a vocations committee.  Rod had been working with the Knights of 
Columbus and selected people who were involved at St, Wenceslaus.   
A vocations committee was started in 2015.  There had been a 
vocations committee but it had become fairly dormant over the 
previous 6 years.  After getting a group together, they organized a 
questionnaire and the members contacted a number of parishes in the 
Archdiocese and a few in Lincoln.  They made calls  and the summary 
found very little was going on in any parish to promote vocations.  In 
one parish when Rod asked to speak with the person who was listed as 
the vocations director, he found the person had passed away two years 
ago.  The group basically had to start from scratch.  The committee has 
been meeting regularly since 2015. They meet at noon on a Friday.  
They try to keep the meeting to an hour.  To make this work, full 
support of the Pastor and the school superintendent is needed.  One of 
the things they started was having a traveling crucifix.  The idea was to 
have one of the school children take the crucifix home for a week and 
say specific prayers.  Now they have a home room for 8th graders and 
they take it home and return it after a week.   The kids adopt a 
seminarian.  There are 32 classrooms.  The pictures of the seminarians 
are framed in an 8 x 10 frame and put in the classrooms.  In each 
classroom the teachers talk about the seminarian and they are 
encouraged to pray for them.  They try not to overwhelm them.  Each 
class writes letters and they try to FaceTime if possible.  The Faith 
Formation classes also pray for the seminarian whose picture is located 
in their respective classroom.   

A large banner has been made for Priesthood Sunday.  The banner is 
put up on the outside of the church for about a week.  A poster board 
with pictures and bios of all of the seminarians is located in the foyer 
of the church.  There are multiple copies and parishioners are asked to 
take a copy home and pray for them.  There is also some other 
brochures regarding vocations and prayers for vocations available on 
the board.  The committee has handed out prayer cards after masses a 
number of times as well as having prayer cards available in church.  
About a year ago highlighting a seminarian in the weekly bulletin was 
started with a  picture and bio.  There is also an insert in the bulletin 
with a picture of a Priest’s collar and contact information for Fr. Roza.  
About a year an a half ago there was an evening discussion on 
vocations with a Priest, a sister, a seminarian and parents of a Priest.  
About 45 attended.  Prior to the pandemic, a prayer for vocations was 
said before all of the week day masses.  Petitions for vocations are said 
at many of the current masses.  About a year ago magnets that said 
Pray for our Priests were sold.  These were magnets to put on the car.  
Quite a few were sold.  This became a fundraiser as well.  
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Rod said an important thing to remember when forming a committee is to get people together who can work together.  When people don’t get 
along, things don’t work.  When forming a committee there needs to be a common interest.  You need to have someone interested in vocations, 
someone who will work with you and make something happen.  At St. Wenceslaus there is good support from the pastor and school.  Committee 
members need to attend as many meetings as they can as well as attending outside meetings such as the Vocations meeting in Fremont that is 
held each year.  There is a lot of sharing of ideas and a good deal of published material is made available.  Vianney Vocations has a lot of good 
information.  The book 100 Fold by Rhonda Grunwald has step by step ideas for setting up a committee.  Pat Fahey was previously a member of 
the committee and he runs Vocation Inspirations.  He set up TVs in the lunch room and trivia questions about the saints, etc. are run while the 
kids eat lunch. Rod said he enjoys hearing testimonials from the Priests.  Many times  they say someone told them “you would make a good 
Priest” or  asked “have you ever thought of becoming a Priest”.  We should be doing more of this.  For a few weeks now we have been hearing 
the gospels about planting the seed.  Parents are not always very willing to see their son or daughter go into religious life.  We need to help them 
understand this is important. There has been some discussion about having an event for young men where Priests and seminarians would be 
available to play games, etc.  This would help the young people realize Priests are real people.  At one of the parishes in Lincoln, the Priests and 
seminarians from Denton have come up to play basketball and the kids like that.

In terms of the Consortium, Fr. Tom asked Rod to be in contact with some other parishes to see what they were doing and to fill them in on what 
was happening at St. Wenceslaus.  The Omaha Area Consortium for the Promotion of Religious Vocations was formed.  They had quarterly 
meetings for about 3 years. They brought in speakers and had good attendance, 11 parishes were involved.  They felt they had pretty much done 
all they could do and it was closed down and put on hiatus.  We have not had very many vocations from  St. Wenceslaus.   Father Scott Hastings 
and Fr. Bill Bond are our most recent Priests.  There are a couple other young men who are studying to become order Priests.  We need to do 
what we can do.  We can fix the meal and set the table, God has to do the calling.  There are only two new seminarians joining this year, one 
from Wayne and one from Creighton, NE.  There are none from the Omaha area.  We all know the numbers are going  down.  In 8 or 9 years we 
will be down to 100 Priests.  We need to put extra effort into this.  We don’t always get all the support we need.  

Rod was asked if all parishes in the Archdiocese have vocation committees.  Rod does not think so. He is involved with the K of C.  There are 
3l7 conferences and only a few areas seem to be involved in vocations.  St. Stephen the Martyr has a good committee.  Mary Our Queen is 
starting up and St. Elizabeth Anne has produced a good number of young men for the Priesthood.  Bob Campney said St. John Vianney has a 
committee but he does not recall it doing very much. 

Jolene asked if it would be valuable for our club to re-start the Consortium.  Perhaps meetings could be held via Zoom.  Another group that 
could be approached is the Knights of the Eucharist in Waverly.  They do a lot with vocations.  People need someone to give them inspiration.  
We need to encourage young men in our parishes to go to the Steubenville conference, camp veritas, etc.  We need more visibility regarding 
vocations in the parishes.

Current Seminarians  with Archbishop Lucas and
Father Roza August 2, 2020
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Monday Evening Masses - started  August 31, 2020 

On Monday, August 31st we had our first evening Mass, Meeting & Mixer at Holy Cross. The Mass started at 5:30 
PM. Father Frank celebrated the Mass and gave an outstanding homily about the need and importance of supporting 
our priests, and to pray and offer our gifts and talents to help with increasing vocations in our Archdiocese. He did 
such a beautiful job in tying the message with the Gospel reading.  After Mass, we  went outdoors in a shaded area 
next to the church for the Meeting & Mixer that followed. We couldn't have had more lovely weather! The Holy 
Spirit was definitely present as our turnout was great! 
Our Lord inspired 21 Serrans/spouses and 12 guests 
to join us--a total of 33 people!  We wish to sincerely 
extend heartfelt thanks and appreciation to those who 
brought and/or encouraged guests to join us. -- Bob 
and Judy Huber, Hugh Spellman, Jerry and Lillian 
Smith, and Julia Palzer all had guests who were 
present. 

Our Serrans did a fantastic job of mixing with people 
and making them feel welcome. No one was in a hurry to leave and it was 
obvious people were enjoying themselves.   We are in hopes this will represent 
an increase of 5 new members!  Jolene thanked our Serrans for being present 
and supporting this first-time effort to help us harvest this abundant fruit in new 
members.  God is SO good!! Let us remember to thank Our Lord in our prayers for 
blessing the Serra Club of West Omaha!!  She also thanked those who brought snacks and water as well as thanking those who helped prepare 
handouts, etc.

On Monday, September 21 we had our second evening Mass, Meeting & Mixer at Our Lady of Lourdes (OLL) 
at 5:30 p.m.   Special thanks to Julia Palzer who arranged this with Father John Pietramale to be held at her 
parish and to Jolene Jefferies who sent bulletin announcements and flyers to all the Omaha-area parishes.  OLL 
does not normally have an evening daily Mass, so this was truly a very special opportunity for our Serra Club 
and all the guests who joined us to offer the Mass as a special sacrifice and prayer specifically for vocations. 
Father Frank celebrated the Mass and Father Pietramale concelebrated.  Father Frank's homily was outstanding 
and it's key message focused on vocations.  

After Mass, a total of 18 Serrans and six guests attended the Meeting & Mixer in the basement in St. 
Bernadette's Hall.    We handed out information  that included our Serra 
prayers, brochures, and a card about our Holy Hour of Prayer for 
Vocations (e.g., our "31 Club").   Deacon Bob Hamilton led the opening 
Serra Prayer for Vocations followed by John Lingo who gave an 
excellent overview about Serra as he explained who we are and what 
we do.    We showed two one-minute videos, the   2019 Brunch 
Celebrating Women of Consecrated Life and the 2019 Seminarian 
Christmas Party.    Judy Huber then spoke to the group about the 
importance of praying for vocations and invited our guests to sign up 
for a Holy Hour of Prayer for Vocations.  Father Frank then shared his 
perspectives on the importance of joining the Serra Club and sharing 
in our mission, and why doing so now is particularly important given 
the number of increasing retirements of priests in the Archdiocese of 
Omaha while the number of new seminarians is not keeping pace with 
the number of retirees.  He also emphasized the importance and power 
of praying for an increase in vocations to the priesthood and religious 

Continued on page 9                                                                                                                                 8                                       

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1N0Ead4c5uf-M80qk7IaR1MlOTrIIBTNX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1N0Ead4c5uf-M80qk7IaR1MlOTrIIBTNX/view?usp=sharing
https://photos.app.goo.gl/NfHLcync7dbWcFka8
https://photos.app.goo.gl/NfHLcync7dbWcFka8
https://photos.app.goo.gl/NfHLcync7dbWcFka8
https://photos.app.goo.gl/NfHLcync7dbWcFka8
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life.  We then took some time to answer questions and passed the clipboard for guests to sign and request more information if desired. Father 
Frank then led the Serra Prayer for the Perseverance of Vocations and gave us all his priestly blessing.   After the presentation, people stayed 
and spent some time visiting and mixing with each other.   Once again, we are hopeful that 2 or 3 of the guests will become members.    

Bob Fell presenting President’s Plaque 
to Julia Palzer.  Julia completed her year 

of presidency on May 31st.

Meet a Serran -- Rod and Joanna Lighthipe

Rod and Johanna Lighthipe joined the Serra Club in 2019, the same year they celebrated their 50th anniversary.  Rod is the Treasurer of the 
West Omaha group.  Transplanted from Southern California to Omaha in 2004, the couple followed their three youngest children who all 
graduated from Creighton University.

Their backgrounds include meeting while students at UCLA where Ron was a member of 
the U.S. Navy ROTC. He graduated with an engineering degree and received a commission 
in the Navy.  Johanna graduated with a degree in English and received a teaching credential 
a year later.  Rod served in Vietnam as a Naval Civil Engineer Corp officer.  He 
commanded a unit of construction engineers (Seabees) that traveled throughout the war 
zone building electrical infrastructure and roads.  He returned from Vietnam in 1972, 
beginning a career in Southern California in the electrical utility industry.

They raised four children, the first born neurologically handicapped.  Joanna, a passionate 
tennis player, taught school for 25 years in various settings including the Watts riot area.  
She had minored in Italian at UCLA which was valuable as the couple traveled several 
times to Italy, her grandmother’s home country.

They have also traveled widely in Asia, Europe, and the Caribbean.  Rod also spent three 
years in China on a business project in the Wuhan area.  The Hawaiian islands have become favorite vacation spots, especially to escape 
Omaha in winter.  Joanna has been a docent at Joslyn Art Museum for 11 years, leading adult and student group tours.  Rod has maintained an 
energy consulting practice since moving to Nebraska.

The gift of the Catholic faith is that wherever they travel they can join a Catholic Mass and community.  All of their children are practicing 
Catholics, raising a new generation to the faith -- 8 grandchildren.  Rod and Joanna hope to contribute to the development and nurturing of 
young Catholic men and women to the religious life.  They attend St. Patrick’s church in Gretna.
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                 Meet Our Seminarians

Brett Jamrog - Brett is currently in his third year of Theology at Kenrick-Glennon Seminary 
in St. Louis, MO.  His potential ordination date is 2022.  Brett’s hometown is Elkhorn, NE and 
his home parish is St. Patrick’s in Elkhorn.  Following high school he attended the University 
of Nebraska - Lincoln.  During his first two years of college he went to Mass on Sunday, but 
nothing more.  During that time he had no desire to be involved with the Newman Center.  At 
the end of his sophomore year he joined a bible study.  Some friends convinced him to go on a 
FOCUS mission trip to Ukraine.  This turned into a life changing event.  During eucharistic 
adoration he encountered Jesus in a personal way.  A year later after going on another FOCUS 
mission trip to Rwanda he started to discern the possibility of religious life and the priesthood.  
When he graduated from UNL in 2015 he went to St. Gregory the Great Seminary.  During his 
first year in seminary his parents moved to Elkhorn.  Family had always been very important 
to him and he started to pray with the desire to be in the same diocese as his family and to be a 
parish Priest. After a long discernment process with his spiritual director, he discerned that the 
Lord was calling him to switch from the Lincoln to the Omaha Archdiocese.  He is looking 
forward to becoming a Priest and hopes to be a spiritual father to his parishioners.  Daily 
Mass, personal prayer and the rosary are his major emphasis.

Brett’s hobbies include basketball, football and golf with friends.  He also enjoys traveling.       

                             +_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+_+

Matthew Pohlman   -  Matt is currently in his first year of Theology.  He is studying at the North 
American College in Rome.  Matt’s hometown is Ralston and his home parish is St. Gerald’s.  He 
entered the seminary after graduating from Skutt High School.  He was initially inspired to 
become a Priest by the example of St. John Paul II.    His vocation awareness was enriched by 
many God-centered events and faith-filled conversations at Skutt.  

Matt enjoys composing his own music on the piano and singing.

He said “life in Rome has been a wonderful experience, even amidst a pandemic”.

Please keep Brett and Matthew and all of our seminarians in your prayers.
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Remember the West Omaha Serra Club when 
you update your will.  Estate planning is an 
easy way to make a lasting donation. 

             SERRA  CLUB OF WEST OMAHA

Objectives
We are an organization of Catholic lay men and women who 
work to foster and promote vocations to the priesthood and 
consecrated religious life of the Catholic Church and to develop  
an appreciation of the priesthood and of all religious vocations 
in the Catholic Church.  We also strive to further Catholicism by 
encouraging members in fellowship and education to fulfill their 
Christian vocation to service.

Activities
...! Financial support for seminarians and novices.
...! Assistance to Archdiocesan Vocation Office.
...! Encourage attendance at the Serra District and 
! International conventions.
...! Appreciation Dinner for Priests hosted by Serrans 
! and spouses.
...! Appreciation Event for women of Consecrated Life
...! Summer picnic for Seminarians and their families 
! along with priests.
...! Pre-ordination dinner for seminarians and priests.
...! Chair Archbishop’s Committee for Lay Vocations.
...! Golf &Tennis Outing and Dinner for Archdiocesan 
! priests, brothers and seminarians.
...! Boys Town Dinner for those attending the Institute for 
! Priestly Formation.
...! New Member Induction Mass and Dinner,
...! E-mails, letter writing and cards to seminarians.
...! Support for parish vocations committees.
...! Organize “31” Clubs in Archdiocesan parishes
...! Development and maintenance of West Omaha !Serra 
! Membership Directory.
...! Development and maintenance of West Omaha !Serra 
! Website.
...! Seminarian Christmas Dinner.
...! College Connection for Catholics (CCC).
...! Seminary Visits.

History
The Serra Club of Omaha was chartered on October 7, 1951.  
By 1987 the Club had grown to more than 100 members and, 
with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, established a second club 
in the West Omaha area.
The Serra Club of West Omaha received its charter from Serra 
International on February 11, 1988 with 31 members.

September 2020

Respect for our Planet’s Resources

Let us pray that the planet’s resources will not be 
plundered, but shared in a just and respectful 
manner.

Rest in Peace

Please remember the following in your prayers:

Fr. Clifford Stevens

Rev. John McCaslin

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed  through 
the Mercy of God rest in Peace



12

Deceased Priests and Deacons of the Archdiocese of Omaha

westomaha.serranebraska.org

September, 2020

   
DATE NAME YEAR
Oct. 22 Rev. Daniel W. Moriarty 1930

Rev. William B. Martin 1982
24  Msgr. Bernard Westermann 1962

  Most Rev. Daniel E. Sheehan 2000
  Deacon Ira Miller 2014

25  Rev. Charles J. Knippen 1993
26  Rev. Kevin J. Kraft 1993
27  Rev. Stephen Carroll 1918
28  Rev. James Gleeson 1907
29  Most Rev. Jeremiah J. Harty 1927
  Deacon Don Kemp 2014
  Deacon Alan LeClair 2015

30  Rev. John Pieper 1941
  Msgr. Francis E. Kubart 2016

Nov. 1 Rev. Anthony Tuma 2006
2  Msgr. John McNamara 1949
3  Rev. Charles J. Oborny 1992
  Deacon Donald E. Johnson 2016
5  Rev. John J. Vogel 1958
6  Rev. Francis Smutny 1890
7  Rev. Thomas P. Healey 1916
  Deacon Joseph Friend 2004
8  Msgr. Charles Mugan 1932
  Most Rev. Joseph F. Rummel 1964
  Rev. Wilfred J. Spenner 2002
9  Msgr. Barthalomew J. Leahy 1976
  Deacon Robert Jergovic 2011

10  Rev. Joseph E. Duhamel 1951
 Rev. Floyd A. Wessling 2010

Rev. Francis A. Partusch 2014
Deacon Ernie Gencarelli 2015

11  Rev. John Krajicek 1948

DATE NAME YEAR
Oct. 1 Rev. Raymond G, Auer 1979

2  Deacon Dan Janssen 1994

3  Rev. Ray O. Bonham 2005

4  Msgr. Edward J. Schad 2001

5  Rev. James J. Koros 2001

  Msgr. William Kelligar 2005

6  Rev. Thomas P. Moriarty 1964

8  Deacon Bernie Burton 1995

  Msgr. Peter F. Dunne 2015

9  Rev. Nicholas J. Neuberger 1946

10  Msgr. Joseph A. Aughney 1975

12  Rev. John W. Jungels 1944

  Rev. Joseph L. Kaup 1987

14  Rev. John C. Connealy 1991

  Rev. Joseph S. Micek 2007

  Deacon Charles E. Luczynski 2017

15  Rev. Richard M. Arkfeld 1996

  Rev. Adam Brass 1935

  Msgr. Paul F. Peter 2000

17  Rev. Leonard Ficenec 2006

18  Rev. John McGoldrich 1877

  Rev. John J. McIllehenny 1926

  Msgr. Patrick A. Flanagan 1960

  Msgr. Francis J. Barta 1973

20  Rev. Joseph J. Vitko 1958

  Msgr. Joseph J. Faso 1965

  Deacon Dave Edwards 1980

   Continued on page 13
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DATE NAME YEAR
11 Rev. Joseph Bernauer 1953

Rev. Floribert Jaspers, OFM 1930
12 Rev. Francis J. Oborny 1995
13  Rev. Ferdinand Schnuttgen 1930
14  Msgr. John Vranek 1925
  Rev. Ralph M. O'Donnell 1996

15  Rev. Gerald C. Millenkamp 1973
  Rev. Donald M. Kros 2016

17  Rev. James E. Fitzgerald 1993
18  Rev. John A. Hayes 1882
  Rev. John B. Daxacher 1904

19  Rev. Martin F. Einzing 1899
20  Rev. Ignatius C. Spenner 1964
  Rev. Benedict LaRoque, O.S.B. 2004

21  Rev. Thomas Carmody 1974
22  Rev. Francis Aschoff 1933
  Rev. Elias Abboud, O.S.B. 1937
  Rev. Francis S. Walaskewicz 1937

23  Most Rev. James H. Ryan 1947
24  Rev. Arthur Toher 1979
  Deacon LeRoy Creamer 2008

25  Rev. William Connor 1974
  Rev. Allen H. Martin 1993
  Msgr. Stanislaus F. Pieczonka 1993
  Deacon LeRoy Spieker 2015
  Rev. Douglas C. Hall 2018

27  Rev. Victor E. Herman 1975
  Rev. Patrick L. Nolan 1992
  Rev. Patrick A. Carroll 2004
  Deacon Vincent J. Schmit 2006

28  Msgr. John S. Palubicki 1956
  Msgr. Ernest G. Graham 1975

Dec. 1  Rev. Daniel P. Neligan 1920
Msgr. Michael F. Cassidy 1933
Deacon Fred Alexander 2000
Deacon Charles A. (Skip) Baughman 2016

2  Rev. Jerimiah C. Buckley 1959
3  Rev. Thomas O'Brien 2005

September, 2020

DATE NAME YEAR
Dec 3  Rev. Emmett F. Meyer 2018

4  Msgr. James J. O'Brien 1972
  Rev. Rafael B. Librea 2013
5  Rev. James Hundt 1949
6  Rev. Michael J. Kelly 2003
7  Rev. Joseph Drbal 1963
8  Msgr. Francis P. Kenny 1996
9  Msgr. James Aherne 1955
10  Rev. Raymond Micek, O.F.M. 1960
  Rev. James L. Weeke 2003

12  Rev. James J. Morrin 1970
  Deacon Fred Cuva 2003

13  Rev. Victor End 1934
  Rev. John O'Flynn 1943

15  Rev. Knute Lobinski, O.F.M. 1957
  Msgr. Marcel T. Keliher 1976
  Rev. Joseph W. Ariano 2007

16  Rev. Francis Xavier Korte 1922
17  Rev. Thomas W. O'Connor 1885
18  Deacon Don J. Dunn 2017
19  Rev. Clement J. Nacke 1981
20  Msgr. Ferdinand Peitz 1931
21  Rev. William X. Fitzpatrick 1947
  Deacon Richard Edgerton 2003

23  Deacon Eugene Hanson 2001
24  Rev. Raymond J. Lisco 1955
  Msgr. Floyd F. Fischer 1992
  Rev. Thomas J. Adams 2013
  Rev. John C. Starostka 2012

25  Rev. Stanislaus Jaszczyniski 1918
  Rev. Michael Schauer 1972

26  Rev. William Giblin 1960
  Rev. George F. Jonaitis 1963
  Rev. Kenneth M. Potts 1998

27  Rev. Stefan Flisiak 2001
28  Rev. Martin J. Brady 1953
  Msgr. Theodore H. Buelt 1979
  Msgr. Joseph H. Osdick 1983

30  Rev. Henry J. Buerger 1932
31  Rev. Thomas E. McDermott 1990
  Deacon Gary F. Chladek 2017
  Rev. Peter F. Zarkauskas 1994
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God is always calling men to the 
priesthood, religious life and the 
Permanent Diaconate, and women 
to religious life.  Helping them to 
hear that call is the most 
important role that you can play.
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Board Members - Serra Cub of West Omaha

President! ! Jolene Jefferies! ! 521-0717
President-Elect! Open
Chaplin! ! Fr. Frank Baumert! ! 493-2186
Secretary ! ! Mary Ann Casey ! ! 334-1044
Treasurer! ! Rod Lighthipe! ! ! 541-8443
VP Vocations! ! Judy Huber! ! ! 510-1274
VP Programs! ! Karen Stevens! ! 639-7198
VP Membership ! John Lingo! ! ! 290-4670
VP Events! ! Stacey Floersch! ! 212-3348
VP Communications  Deacon Bob Hamilton! ! 699-4063
El Camino Editor! Mary Ann Casey ! ! 334-1044
Webmaster! ! Open
Historian! ! Kathy Sibbernsen! ! 201-4430
Trustee! ! Julia Palzer! ! ! 740-0409
Trustee! ! Bob Fell! ! ! 333-6322
Trustee! ! Jerry Smith! ! ! 289-2969
Trustee! ! Bernie Schaefer! ! 201-8574

       
Please consider signing up to pray a Holy Hour once a month for vocations and for Priests 
and consecrated religious in our Archdiocese.  (See sign-up information below.)


