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        News from the Serra Club of West Omaha -- September, 2019
                                www.westomaha.serranebraska.org

     “As Jesus with the disciples of Emmaus, so the church must become the traveling companion of
                                                                 young people”.           St. John Paul II
                              

                       PRESIDENT’S LETTER          HIGHLIGHTS FROM CHAPLAINS MEETING REFLECTIONS

Our year is off to a great start with 
incredible speakers for our Club meetings 
and we just had one of our favorite high 
impact events of the year, the Brunch for 
Women of Consecrated Life with over 40 
religious women attending and 80 
attendees. At one of our recent Club 
meetings our speaker, Dr. Karen Dwyer, 
spoke to us about encountering Christ in 
our prayer and in the scriptures. She spoke 
to us about the picture from the last 

supper (see the picture at the end of this 
message) where the disciple had his ear to our Lord’s heart. With this 
in mind, keeping our ear to our Lord’s heart, we have been starting to 
talk about our mission as Serrans and asking the questions of what is 
our central mission? Is our mission to multiply priests and women 
consecrated to religious life? Do we want pastors and what are we 
ready, willing, and able to do about it?  What changes, if any, will we 
be willing to make to fulfill that mission?
 
We have been starting to look at our membership and our succession 
planning for the future and considering what would make our 
meetings more flexible so that business people and people of different 
backgrounds with different schedules could join us in our mission. 
More boots on the ground will help us in that mission. I think we 
would all agree that yes, our mission is to multiply priests and 
consecrated women religious by fostering and supporting vocations. 
Let us keep our ear to the Lord’s heart and listen to what direction he 
would like us to move so that we could have more numbers in our 
ranks of various generations and abilities.
 
Our Christmas Seminarian Dinner at St. Roberts is our next high 
impact event where we get the seminarians all to ourselves. This will 
be held on December 20th.  Would you please put the date on your 
calendar and then please personally ask your pastor and parish priests 
as soon as possible to put that date on their calendar and  join us at 
   Continued on page 2

7-1-19    Fr. Baumert gave the 
reflection.  Everyone is asking him 
if he is ok after the ball game last 
week.    He said we need to get 
more old guys.    The young ones 
seem to be the ones who get hurt!    
Getting his name in the sports 
section of the Omaha World 
Herald made his day.

On the feast of St. Junipero   Serra we think of  all the people called to 
do the work of God.    St. Serra was energetic    He walked to the 21 
missions along the coast.    There were no interstates, there were just 
trails and his leg was not in the best of shape.  What will the next 
generation of Priests be like?  Father works with seminarians and he 
likes to see how much work they can do.  He has seminarian, Minh  
    Continued on page 2     

Upcoming Events
Oct. 7	
 Luncheon Meeting- Speaker - Diane Anderson-Regina 
	
 Caeli  Academy
Oct. 12	
 Women of Consecrated Life Brunch  - 9:30 a.m. Happy 
	
 Hollow
Oct. 21	
 Luncheon Meeting - Speaker - Fr. Roza - Vocations Director
Oct. 25	
 6th Grade Vocation Day - Gross Catholic High School
Oct. 26-28 -  Seminary Visit - Kenrick-Glennon-St. Louis
Nov.1-3  Regional Meeting - Conception, Missouri
Nov. 4	
 Luncheon Meeting - Paula Bastian-she will speak about her
	
 daughter’s journey to the Carmelite Order
Nov. 18	
Luncheon Meeting - Speaker- Fr. Kizito - Hope 
	
 Connecting Hearts-Nigeria
Dec. 2	
 Luncheon Meeting - Speaker - Fr. Taylor Leffler - 
	
 Associate  Pastor - St. Wenceslaus Church.
Dec. 14	
 Advent Retreat
Dec.16	
 Luncheon Meeting - Speaker - Karen Van Dyke and Fr. 
	
 Michael Mukasa - Educate Uganda
Dec. 20	
 Seminarian Christmas Party - St. Roberts	


Please like our Facebook page - SCOWO Serra Club of West Omaha
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the event as well as any other people you know that would make good 
Serrans. We have been told by seminarians themselves that they want to 
see more priests at this event because their presence means a lot to them. 
Also, Serra International’s President (Judy Cozzens)  has told local Clubs 
that the very best people to ask to be Serrans are family members of 
priests so in addition to your parish priests, if you know relatives of 
priests, please ask them, and anyone you know who wants to multiply 
our priests, to come to the Christmas Dinner.
 
I will be arriving early for our Club meetings whenever possible at 11:15 
a.m. so that anyone who would like to connect with me feels they have 
an opportunity. Please never hesitate to approach me at anytime, but 
especially then. Relationships are the backbone of our Club and life, our 
relationship with Jesus being the very most important relationship. Let us 
remember to take time to encounter Jesus in our prayers and the 
scriptures by putting our ears to his heart. And let’s continue to approach 
and talk to one another and build relationships with each other in our 
Club. Thank you for answering the call to serve as a Serran.
 
Julia Palzer
 

    Continued from page 1
Tran, working with him this year.    He had him digging out a tree 
stump and he does know how to work.  The tree is old and the roots 
are quite deep.

Different people come with different skills.    In yesterdays gospel 
Elijah asked Elisha to leave everything he had and follow him.   He 
had 12 yoke of oxen.  He would have been quite strong to handle that 
many oxen.   Elijah was thinking they needed someone really tough.  
Elisha burned the wood and cooked the oxen to feed his people and 
then followed Elijah.  We have to talk to people.   Elijah  had to talk to 
Elisha to get him fired up.   Jesus had to go out and ask people to 
follow him.  Not everyone did.   Jesus wanted to prepare the people to 
see the father.    They all had excuses, but he still had to ask.   Keep 
asking questions. Encourage don’t pressure. Pray for them.  God will 
do the calling.

7-15-19  Fr. Baumert gave the reflection.  Yesterday was the feast of 
St. Kateri Tekakwitha.  She is a very recent saint.  She came to be an 
example of discord.  She knew at a very early age that she wanted to 
devote her life to our Lord.  Everyone assumed she would be married, 
however, she remained true to her commitment to Christ which was 
very unacceptable at that time.  Father said it is important that we 
think about this as we try to determine what goes through the minds of 
our current young people.  They have problems committing to 
anything that is life long.  In business school they try to work with the 
students and fit them into certain jobs.   They try to get people to do 
what they like to do.  Father said as he was going through seminary, 
he always felt he should “do whatever he tells you”.  In terms of 
commitment, it’s not just the Priesthood.  Less people are getting 
married, it’s not just that they are moving in together, there is just not 
the commitment.  

Even in the religious life there are many choices.  At St. Elizabeth 
Anne’s there are 3 young men looking into the Priesthood.  He said he 
always assumes they plan to be a Priest in the diocese.  Currently one 
of the three is studying to be a Jesuit and another to be a Benedictine 
monk.   One of the young men came to talk to the 8th grade class and 
when asked why he wanted to be a brother, he said he liked the idea of 
the structure and repetition.  He liked the fact that he knew what was 
expected.  There are lots of orders, we need to encourage young men 
to look into the possibilities.  He stated in Rome there are statues all 
around the church, upstairs and downstairs.  Each statue represents a 
founder of an order of Priests.  Every order has a  specific approach to 
serving God.

8-5-19  Fr. Baumert gave the reflection.  The feast of St. John Vianney  
occurred this weekend.   On Saturday night Father had 10 seminarians 
and 5 candidates come to St.   Thomas Moore for some time to talk 
and encourage.   Yesterday there was Mass and a send off picnic for 
the seminarians at St. Vincent de Paul.  24 seminarians were in 

Continued on page 3
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attendance.  Starting today they are going on retreat.  They will spend 2 
days at Schuyler, 2 days at Creighton and the the Archbishop will be 
spending time with them.    After the picnic yesterday the seminarians 
played softball.   Father said he saw some good talent, maybe Omaha 
can win over Lincoln next year!!

The first reading yesterday was regarding vanity of vanities.  He asked 
if anyone had read the Book of Ecclesiastes?    It is very depressing.  
What is the point, everything is falling apart, everything is the same, 
one thing after another.    He said it reminds him of a bumper sticker 
“Life is a beach and then you die.”    They did not know about the 
resurrection.    Today the world is telling our young men don’t be a 
Priest, you will be lonely.  You will be giving everything up, you won’t 
get married, you will be depressed.  It’s very easy to give up and 75% of 
our Catholics have given up. They are taking the easy route.  It is very 
easy to go down the wrong road and it is hard to come back up again. 
Pope Francis wants the parish Priest to be a happy Priest.  They are 
doing the Lord’s work and need to keep at it.  They need to know they 
can be a true solider of Christ and take up the fight.  The seminarians do 
get to take up the fight.   There are only 5 going into seminary this fall.  
We need to keep praying.   St. Vincent de Paul is also a champion of 
Priests and we need to pray to him and St John Vianney.

8-19-2019   Fr. Baumert gave the reflection.   The reading this morning 
was about Judges.    The people were in trouble all of the time, adoring 
false Gods, etc.    Once in awhile God would give them a Judge to 
motivate them. While the Judge was there he helped the people of 
Israel.  Father said it reminded him of when  Bob Kerry was in office 30 
years ago.    Someone asked him why there are so many scum balls in 
Congress.  He asked why the people voted them in.  We are supposed to 
be voting for those who are most qualified.   In other words the best of 
the best should be running our country.  From time to time God would 
send a good person, a person of character.  The difference it made for 
the people of Israel was not how many were good and how many were 
bad.  But, when you had a good leader the good people had a voice and 
they were not so down.   They could be proud of who they were.   They 
became the best they could be.  That is what a good leader can do.  We 
need people to step up to help the best  to be even better.  We also need 
to help those on the edges to become better.  We need people to stand up 
and be strong, so those who need help can be strong.  We need to call 
forth leaders.

The gospel today was about the rich young man who asked what he had 
to do to get to Heaven.    He said he was already following the 
commandments, but when Jesus told him to sell all of his possessions 
and follow him, the young man could not do that.  It’s like us today, we 
tend to ask how many sins we can commit before we end up in hell.  
Jesus tells us to be a good person to follow the commandments and if 
we want to be perfect we are told to give to the poor and come follow 

him.  Everyone is called to perfection.  We need to pray like St. Frances 
of Assisi and the other Saints who lived a life of poverty for the Lord.  
The Lord can do amazing things.  We are told in the readings what one 
good Leader can do.  We pray God will bring forth many good leaders.

9-16-19 -Father Baumert gave the reflection. This weekend we heard 
the story of the prodigal son. It’s too bad we only hear this every three 
years as there is such a great message. The older son’s name is never 
mentioned.  Father feels it had to be “Frank“!  We also heard about the 
Israelites and how they were making and  worshiping a golden calf.  
There’s nothing  sacred about that. St.  Paul also talked about being on 
the wrong track and God knocked him down. So many of our young 
people are having difficulties in this culture.  God continues to call 
those who have had broken lives. We have Saints who did not start out 
well.  We need to continue to look for those who are perfect candidates, 
but we need also to help those who are trying to heal and at some point 
in their lives give them a little encouragement.   We need to help them 
to understand the gifts they have are important and God will get them 
on the right track. This is a gift from God we need to recognize all the 
things we have. The one thing Martin Luther got right was when he  
said the only thing we have that is not from God is our sins. God has 
given us everything else. There are two different sons, two different 
personalities. We all need  to find ways to work with them.

SPEAKERS

Speaker - 7-1-19 - Paul Floersch  -  Paul 
is a seminarian for the Archdiocese of 
Omaha.  He will be ordained to the 
Order of Diaconate in October 2020 
and to the Holy Priesthood in June 
2021.

He grew up in St. Robert Bellarmine 
Parish, attended Creighton Prep High 
School, and then Benedictine College 
in Atchison, KS.  After college, Paul 
entered seminary at Kenrick-Glennon in St. Louis and continues his 
seminary formation currently at the North American College in Rome.

This summer Paul is assigned to St. Vincent de Paul Parish where he 
looks forward to participating in summer events for the youth and 
visiting the homebound and hospitalized.   In his free time, Paul enjoys 
being with his family, playing soccer, reading books and hiking.  

Paul was happy to be able to speak to the Serra Club.   He feels there is 
grace at work from all their prayers and support.   He feels there is 
providence involved that gave him this opportunity to reflect on his 
reasons for entering the seminary and his journey thus far.    He is 
currently studying  in Rome toward his education to becoming a Priest.  
There is no better place to learn about becoming a Priest than in the 
    Continued on page 4
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Eternal City.  He was brought up in a faithful family.  In college the spark of faith caught fire.  There is a little Christendom in the middle of the 
mid-west --  Atchison, KS.   He had a lot of good friends who all desired to be holy.   After graduating in 2015 it was a natural thing to enter 
seminary. He felt if God loved him as much as he loved God, God would sustain him.  Theology studies are for a total of four years.  He began 
his studies at Kendrick in St. Louis and is spending time outside the US, studying in Rome.  Seminary in Rome is much like seminary anywhere 
else.  It is a lot of work.  The word seminary is taken from the Latin meaning seed plot.  There is a lot of pruning and nurturing.  Priests need to 
be schooled and this takes time and effort. Why does it take so much time?  The Priesthood is the most important job in the world.  Some time 
ago he attended a fund raising event.  There was a woman and her husband who sponsored seminarians.  Her husband had passed away and she 
was asked to speak at the fund raiser.  She summed up her talk by saying “if we are without Priests we are without the sacraments”.  The church, 
for 2,000 years, has always been officiated by a Priest.  The Priest stands between God and man, above all offering prayer and saving grace to 
the people.  

Between his first and second year of seminary, Paul spent time in Calcutta, India working with the poorest of the poor.   He received an e-mail 
from his mom stating “I hope Calcutta breaks your heart”.  The first week was very shocking.  He worked with orphan girls in the morning and 
in the afternoon and evening he helped to bathe the men who were ill and dying.  There were millions of poor people  They were living in utter 
poverty, dirty conditions many were sick and dying.  He was exhausted. He went to the chapel to pray.  He put his head against the St. Theresa 
statue, mainly because it felt cool.  It was horribly hot in Calcutta.  It was crazy but it made him realize what he was doing.  He felt he had come 
to Calcutta because Mother Theresa had been there.   He felt she was interceding for him.   He realized he was struggling to love the least of 
God’s people.  It would be wrong to be a conduit of grace to the rich.  In Calcutta he wanted to be a conduit of grace for the little ones -- for the 
poorest   of the poor.  He was not able to save them but by the grace of God he was able to love them. When you do something for the least of 
your brethren  you do it for Jesus.  He realized he had been carrying a burden and he received help from God.  He realized what his mom was 
saying, his heart had to be broken so the grace of God could flow in.

Priesthood is the most important job in the world but it requires heart that few jobs do.  Mother Theresa taught him  a lot   but he has learned 
from many others. Rome is the center of the church; many saints lived and died there.   Above all Saints Peter and Paul.   They seemed like 
mythical characters from far away and  long ago.  When he looked at St. Peter’s  Basilica he realized St. Peter was crucified upside down about 
2,000 years ago and so close to where his body now remains.  This has been passed down through the ages now to Pope Francis.  The religion is 
still alive.   He gave tours to a church called St. Paul’s Outside the Walls.  One day as the tour was going on it was sprinkling, the birds were 
singing and he was wondering if St. Paul noticed these same sounds as he was being taken  to his execution.  He knew his life was about to end 
and he knew his life had been poured out like a libation.

He thanked the Serrans and all who have prayed for him.  He knows many have prayed because of the graces he has received.  Prayers work — 
keep them coming. Our Priests need our prayers.  Our future Priests especially need prayers.  He ended his talk by asking St. Junipero Serra and 
all of the Saints to pray for us.

Paul Was asked if he feels the Catholic church has been attacked.  He said we need to clean up the church. God is purging the seminaries and the 
church.   We need to have hope.  Spiritual purging  is happening in the whole church.  Right now as Catholics we need to be bold.  The power of 
Christ is moving in the church.  We need to boast in our weakness.

Paul was asked when he knew he wanted to be  Priest.  He said when he was very young (about 6 years old)  he would watch Fr.  Don Shane.  
Fr. Shane was full of faith.  He preached as a man who was in love with his faith.  When he was in high school he thought about being a Jesuit 
and when he was in college he thought about becoming a Benedictine, however, he always came back to wanting  to be a parish Priest.

He was asked “what happens next”.   Paul said he would be in Omaha, at St. Vincent DePaul,  until late August and then back to Rome for 
another year of studies.  God willing he will be ordained a Deacon in the Fall of 2020.  Another seminarian, Zachery Tucker, is also studying in 
Rome and will be ordained a Deacon this Fall.

Paul was asked what a parent can do to encourage their children to  think about religious life.  He said the Camp Virtus et Veritas has been a 
good place to send young men. Also, get them in front of  the blessed Sacrament.   When at the camp, they spend every night for a week in front 
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of the Blessed Sacrament. Often when asked what they enjoyed the 
most, the adoration time is noted above all of the other “fun” activities 
they have.  There is a lot of grace in spending time with our Lord.

Note:  Jolene Jefferies spoke briefly about her trip to he National 
meeting in Mexico City.  She noted the apparition at Gaudeloupe is the 
only apparition where Jesus was with Mary (she was pregnant with 
Jesus when she appeared there).

7-15-19 - Speaker:   We did not have a speaker for this meeting.  The 
Board Members were asked to give a brief talk about who they are, etc. 
as a way of introducing themselves to the club members.

Julia Palzer - President:  Julia and her husband Jeff were asked to join 
Serra by John Kellogg.  They procrastinated, but joined the club in 
2017.  They have three children ages 14, 12 and 8.  She is a full time 
attorney. She has been an attorney for 18 years.   She and Jeff have been 
a part of Kellogg and Palzer for the past 5 years.  She worked at CU as 
Dean of admissions for a number of years and then was a stay at home 
mom prior to practicing law.  She said practicing law is not as hard as 
staying home with children.  Kellogg and Palzer is a pro-life law firm. 
She can be as Catholic as she wants.  She starts every day with prayer 
and loves the fact that she can live her faith through her work.  She has 
learned God does not expect her to be perfect. He just asks that she do 
the best she can.

Jolene Jefferies - President Elect:  Jolene and her husband Bruce are 
members of St. Patrick’s Church in Gretna.  Bob and Judy Huber 
invited them to join Serra.  They originally joined the Club in 2013. 
They temporally had to move and  re-joined in 2014.  Jolene grew up in 
Osceola, NE the sixth of seven children, all with names starting with the 
letter J.  She is a cancer survivor having overcome two cancer diagnoses 
in her teen years.  She was told she would not be able to have children.  
Her mom told her the Lord had plans for her.  In 2011 she was working 
on Capital Hill testifying before congress on Veteran’s Affairs.   She 
went to meetings at the Pentagon and the White House.  She had some 
tremendous experiences.

After her cancer diagnosis she felt no one would marry her.  She got 
into a bad marriage.  She divorced and left the Catholic Church.  She 
met Bruce and they were married in 2001. He was not Catholic and they 
went through RCIA together, however it took awhile before they fully 
joined the church.  In June, 2012, she and Bruce were married by Fr. 
Grewe in Gretna.  Her faith has always been important to her.  Her 
father was an alcoholic and many Priests have had a tremendous impact 
on her throughout her life.  She feels it is a gift from God that she is 
able to be a member of Serra.

Mary Ann Casey - Board Secretory and Editor of the El Camino:  Bob 
and Judy Huber invited my husband, Larry, and I to join the club.  We 
joined in 2012.  Larry passed away in August of 2016.  We joined  St. 

Wenceslaus church when the church moved to west Omaha. I am an 
EMHC and Lector as well as take the Eucharist to Lakeside Hospital.   
I have 1 son and 2 grandchildren.  They live in Overland Park, KS and  
both grandchildren are in college.  I am retired after working nearly 38 
years at UNMC.  

Shortly after joining Serra, Mike DeSelm asked me to edit the El 
Camino and I continue to prepare the quarterly newsletter.  A year ago 
Bob Fell asked me to take over the duties of Board Secretary and Julia 
Palzer has asked me to continue in that position.   I have enjoyed 
working with the West Omaha Serra Club and hope to continue 
contributing what I can to further the goals of the club.

Stacey Flourish - VP Events:  Stacey was unable to attend.  Her son’s 
mother-in-law passed away and she had to help with child care.

Jerry Smith - Treasurer:  Jerry is in his second year as Treasurer.  
Jerry is the oldest of 8 children.   His wife, Lillian,   who is also a 
member of the Serra Club, is the eighth of 11 children.  Lillian is from 
Kentucky. Jerry grew up at Plattsmouth.  They have 8 children, 21 
grandchildren and one great-grand child.  Jerry has a brother who is a 
Holy Cross Priest working in Africa.  At the time he retired his  Priest 
brother was in Indiana and needed help with accounting and financial 
planning for their group.  They spent 9 1/2 years there mostly 
volunteering to help his brother’s group with financial planning, etc.  
Prior to leaving Omaha Jack Carpenter brought him into Serra.  He 
was also very involved in Serra while living in South Bend, Indiana, 
holding several positions at a State level.  He enjoys working for 
Serra.  He prepares the budget, collects dues and pays the bills.  He 
also prepares the tax statement.  The golf and tennis outing did well 
this year, collecting the same amount of money as last year.

Chris Tooker - VP Communications.  Chris has resigned from his 
position due to work constraints.  He will remain as a Serra member.

John Lingo - VP Vocations:  John is a member of St. Robert’s parish.  
Ten years ago Denny Walsh asked him to join Serra after seeing him 
at daily Mass.    He was in the club less than a year and became 
President of the club.  He is the person responsible for moving the 
meetings to the Garden Cafe.  Some members may remember having 
the meetings at Regency Lodge.  He remained on the Board as a 
Trustee for three years and now is back as VP of Vocations.  He 
practices law in solo practice.  He works with personal injury cases, 
worker’s comp,  social security, etc.  He and his family joined St. 
Roberts when Fr. Shane said his first Mass there, about 20 years ago.    
He and his wife are grandparents of 2.  They have 3 children.  Their 
oldest daughter lives in Lincoln.  His son is a Marine.  John said he 
joined Officer’s Training with the  Marines with plans of being a JAG 
lawyer but he had to have shoulder surgery and that put an end to his 
career.  His youngest daughter is studying to be a physical therapist.  
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He is hoping to use technology to interview and/or Skype with some of the seminarians so that we can have an opportunity to get to know 
them. We don’t get a chance to see them except at events.  He would also like to get the retired Priests involved.  He is working with John 
Lusero in this regard.

Hugh Spellman - VP Membership:   Mike Smith invited him to join over 8 years ago.  About 6 years ago Bob Campney recruited him to work 
with the Nun’s Brunch and he has continued to help facilitate that event.  He spent some time as Treasurer of the club. He and his wife, Coleen, 
have one daughter.  She and her family live close to them and they get to spend time with the 2 grandchildren.  He hopes to find ways to 
encourage our members to recruit new members.  Jolene brought back some informational material from the National Convention regarding 
recruitment strategies.  He is hoping to identify some new ideas.  He studied Accounting at Creighton University and worked as the Internal 
Audit Director at Mutual of Omaha.

Deacon Bob Hamilton - VP Communications:  Deacon Bob has been a member of Mary Our Queen parish for over 30 years.  He was ordained 
a Deacon in 2000.  He is originally from Nebraska City.  He and his wife are celebrating 32 years of marriage.  She converted to the Catholic 
faith when they were married.  Rod Hofschulte sponsored him.  They had been involved with vocation committees for over 25 years and would 
have coffee together.  He will be a member of Serra two years this December.  He is replacing Chris Tooker as VP of Communications.  He and 
his wife are involved in volunteer work at Mary Our Queen.  As a Deacon he makes visits to nursing homes, jail ministry as well as other 
ministries.  They have no children, but have a couple dogs.   They like to travel and have been to Medjugorje several times.

Bob Fell - Trustee - Denny Walsh asked Bob to join the Serra Club.  He has been a member for over 10 years.  He came into the club about the 
time the International Meeting was held here in Omaha.  He helped with the planning of that meeting.  He was treasurer of the club for more 
than six years. He is Past-President and now serves as a Trustee.  He and his wife, Linda, have 3 children and 11 grandchildren.  He and his wife 
are both retired and like to travel, they recently returned from Scotland. He grew up in Council Bluffs.  He attended Drake University and 
studied Journalism and edited the newspaper.  He studied International Relations at Creighton University.  He worked as a copy editor at the 
Omaha World Herald.  He worked as a  County Government reporter for the Waukesha Freeman Daily Newspaper in Wisconsin.  He also 
worked at CU as a public relations officer for 14 years.  He worked for Leslie Associates for 25 years in consulting,  setting up not for profit and 
profit groups.        

He has served as president of the Parish Council at St. Roberts.   He has been a lector for many years. He has been a Board Member of the 
Rotary Club.  He has served as Chairman of the American Cancer Society. He and his wife  tutor first and second graders at the magnet school.  
They also work as ushers at the Holland Center.

Bernie Schaefer - Trustee:  Bernie was not available at this meeting.

Joe Vlock - Trustee:  Joe has been married to Jeannie for 46 years.  Jeannie was a member of Serra before he was and she asked him to join.  
He has learned a lot about vocations and he has enjoyed meeting the young men in the seminary.  He likes hearing the vocation stories.  He 
continues to pray and be supportive and continues to recruit new members.  He and Jeannie are members of St. Wenceslaus since the parish 
moved to west Omaha.  They have 4 children and 9 grandchildren.  Their oldest grandchild will be a freshman at Creighton Prep.  Their 
youngest is two weeks old.  He was born in Topeka, KS and moved to Lincoln when he was 12.  He graduated from Lincoln Pius.  He went to 
college in Kearney, NE.  He met Jeannie there at the Newman Center.  Upon graduation he went to work for New York Life and he has been a 
representative for 47 years.  He enjoys being  a member of the Serra Club and has met so many wonderful people through the club.
  
Father Baumert - Chaplin:   Fr. Baumert has served as the West Omaha Serra Club’s Chaplin since July, 2018.  He said his becoming Chaplin 
is quite simple.  He received an e-mail from Cathy Weinfurtner stating that the West Omaha Serra Club was in need of a Chaplin and his name 
had come up.  Archbishop Lucas wondered if he would be interested.  He said he had a flash back of his father asking “do you want to help with 
the chores”.  With that he led the group in the prayer for perseverance.
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8-5-10 - Speaker - Deacon Omar 
F. A. Gutiérrez, M.A.

Deacon Gutiérrez is the President 
and co-Founder of the Evangelium 
Institute, a Catholic apostolate, as 
well as the Director of the Society 
for the Propagation of the Faith in 
the Archdiocese of Omaha. An 
alumnus of Franciscan University, 
the Pontifical University of St. 
Thomas Aquinas in Rome and the 
University of Dallas, he has an 
MA in Theology and has been 
published in a number of print and 

online magazines and newspapers including the National Catholic 
Register and The Catholic Voice. His book, The Urging of Christ’s 
Love: The Saints and the Social Teaching of the Catholic Church was 
published in 2013, and he has a program on Catholic Social Teaching 
through DiscerningHearts.com which is aired on Spirit Catholic Radio. 

Most importantly, Omar has been happily married to Miriam, and they 
are very blessed with their four children.

Deacon Omar grew up in Cleveland.    His father was an atheist — 
actually a communist -- who had come from Costa Rico.   His mother 
was a devout Catholic.   It was an interesting household to grow up in.  
Faith was a choice and from a very young age faith had to be something 
he chose.    He took a liking to St. Augustine and St Augustine is the 
reason he is doing what he is doing now. 
 
In terms of    education Catholics have some of the earliest schools of 
education.   It started in Europe.  Education was only available to a very 
few.  In the 1600’s the church started to reach out to the poor.  St. John 
Baptiste brought up the idea of having numbers of children in one room 
rather than teaching one-on-one,   John Baptiste was a wealthy man but 
gave it all up to become a Priest.  He reached out to the poor and insisted 
on schools having one room and having one teacher.  He also hired lay 
teachers and trained them.  Every child was given a book to follow. and 
they were taught to read in their native language.    He wrote to the 
Bishop and it took awhile to convince him.  The kids who did well went 
on to school and those who had problems with school were sent to trade 
schools. The church was responsible for teaching the poor.    St. John 
understood this and it was not just a  job --  to him it was a ministry.  He 
maintained those who could teach should teach.    He said we cannot 
learn about our faith if we don’t hear about it.    Most parents are not 
learned enough or have enough  time to teach the faith.  And, since God 
wills that all are saved, he will provide the means and teachers are part 
of his plan.  He maintained the teachers were the guardian angels of the 
students.    They were to teach them and watch over them.    He had 
religious sisters and brothers to do this.  

Our lay people are not well formed in spiritual formation.   That is 
where the School of Faith comes in.    This started at a Newman 
Center in Kansas City.  They started doing talks in parishes and then 
started working with the schools.  They began sharing the faith 5-6 
years ago.   He has been teaching and working for the church for 18 
years.  He has done lots of things.   Working with the school teachers 
is the most important thing he has done.  They have been going into 
schools for three years and teaching from the catechism and leading 
them in  teaching the students how to pray.  The church has to come 
to the teachers to help them to know Jesus better.   He said he had 
been working in the rural schools for several years and one day a 
coach came up and started talking about confession.    He had not 
been to confession in a long time and started going again.   Another 
young man questioned why women cannot become Priests.    After 
going to several sessions, he became more involved in the faith.   He 
wanted his kids to go to a Catholic school. 
 
Currently the program is not being funded by the Archdiocese.  It is 
now an apostalate.   The budget is not the point, it is wonderful to 
walk into a classroom and watch the teachers get the class to know 
Jesus.  He loves to talk about the faith.  He knows Jesus wants all of 
us to know him and to love him.

Omar has 4 children.  When the fourth child was born his third child 
was a wreck.  He would cry and say “mom I want you”.  That is how 
Jesus feels, he wants our hearts and our souls    We need to go into 
the schools and get them to know Jesus wants them.  They also do 
some group bible studies.   These catholic schools are treasures and 
give families some place to share their faith. 

Omar was asked what his father thought when he got involved in 
teaching the faith.    He wasn’t happy.    He refused to help him 
financially   but it all worked out.   His dad would reconcile himself 
before he died.  He said he had a bad experience but was ready to go 
back and he went to confession after 50 years.  

Since starting the Evangelium Institute formation for catholics he 
would like to form some classes and get into the Newman Center. 
The school of formation is no longer a part of the Archdiocese.  They 
had started this together.   The curriculum is theirs, they have been 
using it for over 3 years and it is ongoing.    They provide faith 
formation for teachers in both doctrine and the spiritual life.   They 
help to guide teachers and administrators in an effort to create an 
atmosphere where speaking the faith is commonplace and lauded. 
They have been doing this work (previously under School of Faith) 
for 5 years in the Archdiocese and have seen amazing results.

He was asked if they reach all of the schools.  They have worked in 
some of the rural schools.  They have an adjunct going on at O’Neill.   
Another adjunct is doing retreats.  They just got back from a day 

Continued on page 8
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long retreat in Hartington.  They are in all of the Archdiocese schools except those run by religious orders.  He feels so much can be gained by 
going to the Holy Land and they are trying to raise funds to help with expenses to send teachers there.   There have been so many conversion 
experiences.  They are trying to get people to be schooled catholics, not just parish catholics.    People only go to church when they need 
something.  Parents need to know what is going on.

He was asked how we could direct funds since they are no longer raising funds though the Archdiocese.   Funds would have to be directed to the 
Evangelium Institutes.  He works with the missionary Priests.  He has only been a Deacon for a couple of years.  There is no longer an office of 
social justice.  The group no longer has any affiliation with Kansas City. They are doing exactly the same work they were doing before. He will 
be speaking at Christ the King a few times in October.  One talk will be on Margaret Sanger.  In May he will be talking on catholic voting.  He is 
also working on the Lives of the Saints.

8-19-19  - Speaker:  Deacon Dan Hastings - Divine Mercy Parish - Schuyler, NE

Dan has been married to his wife, Carol, for 47 years.  They have 4 grown children, 7 grandchildren and 3 
great grandchildren.  Dan was ordained a Deacon in 2005.  Born into a family with no particular religion, and 
going to church only at weddings and funerals, needless to say  he didn’t go to church very often  It was a 
strange and scary place to say the least.  His first experience with the Catholic church came at his oldest 
brother’s wedding at St. Bon’s in Columbus.  He was about 11 or 12 years old and he distinctly remembers 
his mom saying to stand when the people stand, sit when the people sit -- but when they kneel just to sit and 
he was thinking “what better way to pray than to kneel”.  Another thing that stood out was as he entered into 
this church he knew he was entering into a place that was Holy and special, unlike the other churches he had 
been in.  Although raised a pagan, deep down he always believed in God and that he was everywhere.  

As a senior in high school, he met and fell in love with his wife, Carol.  When marriage entered into the picture it just made sense that she being 
born and raised Catholic, and he having no particular religion, he should come into the Catholic Church.  Doing just enough to come into the 
faith, he joined and quickly became a cafeteria Catholic.  In about 1999 - 2000 having taken an honest and open look at his life, he discovered 
that when he was happiest and truly at peace -- peace in his heart --was when he made that little, but honest, step to be closer to God.  It was time 
to get off the fence, if you will, either walk away or join the church fully.  As they say, the rest is history!  

He would like to focus on Schuyler and the Divine Mercy Parish as an example of prayer and vocations.  At one time they had five men in 
formation for the Priesthood.  Have all been successful:  No and yes, all through the workings of God’s grace.  And, he’s not finished yet.  There 
is no time to rest on our laurels, but we must continue to pray young men and women into God’s call to Religious life.  He would also like to 
focus on the importance of prayer, especially intercessory prayer.
 
Deacon Dan began his talk by asking us to pray with him for focus in his talk. He invoked the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Junipero Serra and St. 
John Eudes whose feast day is today.  St. John was a promoter of education for seminarians.   He also asked for prayers for Larry Casey (his 
uncle) who passed way 3 years ago on  August 20th.  Larry was an example of faith to Deacon Dan.  

Deacon Dan is the youngest of 8 children.  His parents were pretty much pagans  When he went to a one room country school he was asked for 
his religious affiliation. His mom told him to put down Methodist.  He had no idea what a Methodist was.  He met Carol in high school and she 
was a cradle  Catholic.  When they decided to get married he had to make a decision.  He was living Omaha at the time.   His sister and brother-
in-law were Catholic and they went to St. Bridget’s. He met with a Priest at St. Bridget’s who he really liked.   He was baptized and received fist 
communion.   They were married at St. Augustine’s in Schuyler and he quickly became a cafeteria Catholic. He more or less went to church to 
appease his wife. They have four grown children who have turned out well because of his wife, he doesn’t take credit.  At about 46 years of age 
he started thinking about life and what would make him truly happy.  He realized   it was when he tried to come closer to our Lord Jesus Christ.  
He realized he did not know the faith. He was operating on the fringes.  He went through RCIA and in 2000 was confirmed and  came fully into 
the church.  It is amazing what happens when people pray for you.  People started asking him about becoming a Deacon.   After discerning and 
with encouragement he went into deaconate formation.  Archbishop Curtis ordained him in 2005.  He looks back and, unknown to him,  can see 
how many people were praying for him.  His message today would be perseverance in prayer - - never stop praying, never give up.  His children 

Continued on page 9
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are not all living as close to the Catholic Church as he would like, 
but he is very proud of how they have turned out.  As young adults 
it is difficult to get together — two of their daughters live in other 
states — however when they do get together they enjoy being with 
each other.  That is the greatest gift God could give to him and his 
wife.

When studying to become a Deacon at one point their group went 
to Conception, Missouri and seeing all the young men who were 
studying to be seminarians, and realizing they are our future, was 
very inspiring to him.    He started checking which parishes the 
young men were from. Some parishes had more than others and he 
found this interesting.   In 2010 they were sponsors for one of the 
seminarians and attended some the seminarian functions.  When Fr. 
Paul Hoesing introduced the seminarians he realized there were 
several from Divine Mercy Parish.  There were actually five from 
the parish in formation at one time.    They did not all become 
Priests.  Were their  vocations all successful — no.    One was Paul 
Blum who decided the Priesthood wasn’t for him.    The call to 
religious life is not for everyone.    He at least tried.    Paul is 
currently living in Sioux City, Iowa and teaching in St. Michael’s 
school.  His mom is the DRE at the school.   That is not a failure.  
Another is Antonio Guzman. He spent four years at Conception and 
discerned out of the seminary.   Deacon Dan said they have known 
Antonio since he was in the 8th grade when he was in a 
confirmation class they were teaching.  They planted the seed.  We 
need to plant seeds in these young people, that is all we can do. 
Some of them may blow you off, but you need to try. Antonio is 
now in Oklahoma City and is working with young people preparing 
them for confirmation.    His parents had moved to Oklahoma City 
when he graduated from high school.    After graduation, he had 
scholarships to colleges and was thinking of going to Midland 
College in Fremont.    He felt called to the seminary and Deacon 
Dan wrote a letter to the Vocation Director.  They still pray for him. 

Tom  Venzor. was in and out of  the seminary several times, he was 
in his second year of   major seminary when he discerned out.  He 
now has a law degree and is the Executive Director of Nebraska 
Catholic Conference -- our representative at the State Capital 
preparing legislative bills.    He writes an article for the Catholic 
Voice in each of the publications .  He is married and they had 
twins, one of which died.   He certainly would not be considered a 
failure.    Andy Syring    graduated with Dan and Carol’s oldest 
daughter.  They have known him for many years    That story is not 
finished yet. When something tragic happens we have to look at it 
from the perspective of time and know that God is not finished with 
this yet.  It may not happen in our lifetime, but something good will 
come from this.  Mauricio Tovar was ordained a Transitional 

Deacon in his home parish of Schuyler, NE this  past May.   This is a bit 
scary since Mauricio is the last of the five seminarians in formation from 
the parish.  One of the biggest honors Deacon Dan has had was being asked 
to vest Deacon Tovar for his ordination. He has done this for Permanent 
Deacons but had never had the honor of vesting a Transitional Deacon.  
With God’s grace Mauricio will be ordained a Priest in the Archdiocese of 
Omaha next June.  He is an unassuming young man.   The possibilities for 
his future are endless.

As a Deacon, Dan gets to say the prayers of petition after the homily.    He 
always prays for vocations and always mentions Mauricio   and all of the 
seminarians as well as the young women who are in formation.   It has been 
weighing on him for some time that we need more young men in formation.  
We need to plant more seeds.    There are 140  parishes or mission parishes 
in the Archdiocese.  Wouldn’t it be great if we could get a seminarian from 
each parish?  Some parishes are quite small, however, perhaps we could get 
a seminarian from each grouping of parishes.    We are looking at some 
tough decisions.  We have to pray these young men into formation.  There 
is someone in each of our parishes.   We have to plant the seed.   Deacon 
Dan said he is living proof.  He was so far away from the church.  A lot of 
people prayed for him.  Prayer is necessary and it works.  The seminarians 
need our support.    We need to pray and persevere.    We need to remind 
others not to give up.

Someone asked if there are two parishes in Schuyler.  Deacon Dan said in 
2007 the two parishes — St. Mary’s and St. Augustine’s -- became one 
parish and re-named the parish Divine Mercy.    In 1994 Carol and Dan 
bought a house half way between the two parishes.   It is just a matter of 
about 4 blocks from their house to either one of the churches.  One of the 
churches was Irish and the other Bohemian.   Now they are combined and 
approximately 70% of the parishioners are hispanic.  They are very blessed 
to have two pastors Fr. Gerry Gonderinger and Fr. Jairo Enrique Congote 
who is from Columbia.   They both can speak Spanish.   That is definitely 
needed.  Neither of the churches are very large and there is no way one 
Priest could say enough Masses on a weekend to accommodate the people. 

Deacon Dan was asked about Andy Syring.    The church secretary 
in Schuyler passed away unexpectedly the first part of May.  Fr. Andy was 
very close to her as was Antonio Guzman and they were both at her funeral.  
Carol and Dan had them over for dinner.  Don’t lose heart.   Deacon Dan 
does not know all the details.     It is what it is.  Pray for him.  He is very 
hurt.  God will let something good come to of this.   He feels Fr. Andy got 
caught  up in everything that was going on.  

He was asked if there is a Catholic school in Schuyler.   The answer is no.  
There never has been a Catholic school.   The two pastors   could not get 
along and a school was never  formed.  It’s too bad because there are 

Continued on page 10
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Continued from page 9
Catholic schools in Howells and Clarkson and they are considerably smaller communities.

Deacon Dan was asked what he attributes the large number of young men discerning to the Priesthood from  the Schuyler community.  He said 
they had a very active Life Teen group in which Fr. Andy was involved.  They had a number of retreats to get the young people involved.   Not 
all were involved in Life Teen.  They continue working with young people.  They tend to leave once they are confirmed.  We need to get them 
involved and keep them interested in the faith. 

9-16-19 Speaker - Karen Dwyer, PhD, is an award-winning university professor and author of public 
speaking textbooks including,  iConquer Speech Anxiety. She has been a guest on EWTN's “Choices We 
Face,” and with her husband Larry Dwyer has written the books:  WRAP Yourself in Scripture,   Esther: 
God’s Plan to Save a Nation and a Family,  Nehemiah: Rebuilding Hope and Faith in Our Lives, and The 
Advent of Jesus Christ: Journey with the People, Events and Prayers. Karen   is the Coordinator of 
Magnificat-Omaha and  serves on the national Mission Advisory Council for the Institute of Priestly 

Formation (IPF) and has served on the Board of Directors for KVSS Spirit Catholic Radio. 
Karen is a communications professor at UNO. She is in her 24th year. Communication is essential and is 
tied to relationship. We need to know how much our Lord desires relationship and communication with 
us. We say “I want to get my prayers said”. The Lord is so loving he will take anything.  How does the 
catechism of the Catholic Church define prayer? Prayer is a covenant relationship between God and man. 

It should be a two way communication. Often we put our mouth to God’s ear instead of our ear to Gods 
heart. At the last supper John laid his head on Jesus’ heart.   He is known as the disciple Jesus loved. 

Wrap yourself in scripture - published by IPF is a good source. Saint Teresa of Avalon said prayer is, if nothing more,  an intimate feeling 
between friends of taking time to be with someone we love - taking time to be with Jesus. Do we just  babble on?  He does want to speak to us. 
It should be a two-way conversation.  Talkaholics is a real term in communication resources. God does not try to get away from us. God wants 
a relationship with us. There are four stages of prayer. The first is talking at God.  Do you talk at God daily?   Sometimes we are unaware of 
who is on the other side of that conversation. God wants relationship with us. Second talk to God. God loves us even if we do not talk. 
Sometimes we just need to put our ear to God’s heart and listen to God speak.  Third we need to listen by reading and listening to the scriptures 
daily. Fourth we need to rest in his presence and enjoy his companionship.  He is giving us transforming love. How in the world can we get 
there?

There are four ways to do this. We need to WRAP. This is based on Lectio Divina.  We need to read to hear God, meditate on his word and pray 
scripture. Pope Emeritus Benedict states the diligent reading of sacred scripture accompanied by prayer brings about the intense dialogue in 
which the person reading hears God who is speaking and in praying responds to him with trusting openness of heart.  Pope Francis invites all 
Christians everywhere to a renewed personal encounter with Jesus Christ or at least an openness to letting him encounter them.   He asked that 
we all do this unfailingly each day.  No one should think this invitation is not meant for him or her since no one is excluded from the joy 
brought by the Lord.  Saint Basil said  the Holy Spirit composed the scriptures so that in them, as in a pharmacy open to all souls, we might 
each of us be able to find the medicine suited for our own particular illness... remedies just right for all your cases. God’s love is medicine for 
our illness.  

We need a notebook to start writing down psalms or things that we read in scripture or hear in the daily Mass readings. WRAP means W-write 
it down or R-reflect and meditate.  This is the same skill as when we worry. Karen suggested reflecting on meditation by using the 4M’s.  Mull, 
Mentally (imagine), Mutter, Memorize.  The Blessed Mother pondered over what God wanted her to do, she spoke the scripture out loud.  A-
Apply - we need to mentally imagine the scriptures, think of taking a trip.  Lectio Divina  helps us to form our thoughts.  P-Pray - this 
introduces us to direct conversation with the Lord and opens the treasures of wisdom.  Intimate friendship with Him, who loves us and renders 
us capable of seeing with the eyes of God, of speaking with His Word in our heart, of preserving the beauty of this experience and of sharing it 
with those who are hungry for eternity.  God’s kindness and mercy are all around us.  
      Continued on page 11
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Continued from page 10
Karen mentioned Psalm 1:  The Choices you Make. We need to apply what God does and think of what we would do to  praise God for the grace 
to see what the Lord is saying to you.  Put your ear to Gods heart. A few years ago both of her parents were very ill and they were in two 
different hospitals.  She had her job and her family and she was saying “Lord I can’t do this”.  In meditating she was pointed to a tree and 
noticed its stem was bending in the breeze.   The Holy Spirit said you are a tree you will not fall apart.  She received strength and she was able to 
handle the situations.  Her parents died a month apart at ages is 93 and 96.   She knows God helped her, he gave her roots and she was able to 
bend under the stress. We need to find time to pray even if we only have 10 minutes a day.  Sometimes we need to pray out loud and open our 
eyes to understand the change this can make in our life. She said she has a prayer basket in which she keeps a Bible, her Magnificat and some 
other books that she is reading.  The daily Mass readings always speak to her.   She talked about the Magnificat group which meets four times a 
year and is focused on evangelization.  They have good Catholic speakers and they also have lunch. She said the monthly Magnificat is actually 
named after their organization, the organization has been around for over 35 years.

Seminarians with Archbishop Lucas and Fr. Andy Roza at Mass prior to the Seminarian 
Send-Off Picnic on August 4th -- St. Vincent de Paul Church.  

Note:  The last Saturday of every month, Serrans from all over the world 
are invited to join together in a recitation of the Rosary for vocations.
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join314315981  

https://global.gotometing.com/join314315981
https://global.gotometing.com/join314315981
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Pope Francis’
Prayer Intention 
for September, 
2019

Remember the West Omaha Serra 
Club when you update your will.  
Estate planning is an easy way to 
make a lasting donation.

Meeting Time
First and third Monday of each month, a luncheon meeting at 
11:45 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. at Garden Cafe at Rockbrook Village, 
11040 Oak Street Omaha, NE   68144 (108th & Center)

Objectives
We are an organization of Catholic lay men and women who 
work to foster and promote vocations to the priesthood and 
consecrated religious life of the Catholic Church and to develop 
an appreciation of the priesthood and of all religious vocations in 
the Catholic Church.  We also strive to further Catholicism by 
encouraging members in fellowship and education to fulfill their 
Christian vocation to service.
Activities
...! Financial support for seminarians and novices.
...! Assistance to Archdiocesan Vocation Office.
...! Encourage attendance at the Serra District and 
! International conventions.
...! Appreciation Dinner for Priests hosted by Serrans 
! and spouses.
...! Appreciation Event for women of Consecrated Life
...! Summer picnic for Seminarians and their families 
! along with priests.
...! Pre-ordination dinner for seminarians and priests.
...! Chair Archbishop’s Committee for Lay Vocations.
...! Golf &Tennis Outing and Dinner for Archdiocesan 
! priests, brothers and seminarians.
...! Boys Town Dinner for those attending the Institute for 
! Priestly Formation.
...! New Member Induction Mass and Dinner,
...! E-mails, letter writing and cards to seminarians.
...! Support for parish vocations committees.
...! Organize “31” Clubs in Archdiocesan parishes
...! Development and maintenance of West Omaha !Serra 
! Membership Directory.
...! Development and maintenance of West Omaha !Serra 
! Website.
...! Seminarian Christmas Dinner.
...! College Connection for Catholics (CCC).
...! Seminary Visits.

History
The Serra Club of Omaha was chartered on October 7, 1951.  
By 1987 the Club had grown to more than 100 members and, 
with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, established a second club in 
the West Omaha area.
The Serra Club of West Omaha received its charter from Serra 
International on February 11, 1988 with 31 members.

Sept.  2019

Pope Francis invites us to pray that 
“politicians, scientists and economists work 
together to protect the world’s seas and 
oceans.”

Check Presentation, to Fr. Roza, from 
money raised at the Golf and Tennis 
Outing. 
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   Deceased Priests and Deacons of the Archdiocese of Omaha
westomaha.serranebraska.org

DATE NAME YEAR
October

1  Rev. Raymond G, Auer 1979

2  Deacon Dan Janssen 1994

3  Rev. Ray O. Bonham 2005

4  Msgr. Edward J. Schad 2001

5  Rev. James J. Koros 2001

  Msgr. William Kelligar 2005

6  Rev. Thomas P. Moriarty 1964

8  Deacon Bernie Burton 1995

  Msgr. Peter F. Dunne 2015

9  Rev. Nicholas J. Neuberger 1946

10  Msgr. Joseph A. Aughney 1975

12  Rev. John W. Jungels 1944

  Rev. Joseph L. Kaup 1987

14  Rev. John C. Connealy 1991

  Rev. Joseph S. Micek 2007

  Deacon Charles E. Luczynski 2017

15  Rev. Richard M. Arkfeld 1996

  Rev. Adam Brass 1935

  Msgr. Paul F. Peter 2000

17  Rev. Leonard Ficenec 2006

18  Rev. John McGoldrich 1877

  Rev. John J. McIllehenny 1926

  Msgr. Patrick A. Flanagan 1960

  Msgr. Francis J. Barta 1973

20  Rev. Joseph J. Vitko 1958

  Msgr. Joseph J. Faso 1965

Sept.  2019

DATE NAME YEAR
Oct.20 Deacon Dave Edwards 1980
22  Rev. Daniel W. Moriarty 1930
  Rev. William B. Martin 1982

24  Msgr. Bernard Westermann 1962

  Most Rev. Daniel E. Sheehan 2000
  Deacon Ira Miller 2014

25  Rev. Charles J. Knippen 1993

26  Rev. Kevin J. Kraft 1993

27  Rev. Stephen Carroll 1918

28  Rev. James Gleeson 1907

29  Most Rev. Jeremiah J. Harty 1927

  Deacon Don Kemp 2014

  Deacon Alan LeClair 2015

30  Rev. John Pieper 1941

  Msgr. Francis E. Kubart 2016

Nov. 1  Rev. Anthony Tuma 2006

2  Msgr. John McNamara 1949

3  Rev. Charles J. Oborny 1992

  Deacon Donald E. Johnson 2016

5  Rev. John J. Vogel 1958
6  Rev. Francis Smutny 1890

7  Rev. Thomas P. Healey 1916

  Deacon Joseph Friend 2004

8  Msgr. Charles Mugan 1932

  Most Rev. Joseph F. Rummel 1964

  Rev. Wilfred J. Spenner 2002

9  Msgr. Barthalomew J. Leahy 1976

  Deacon Robert Jergovic 2011

10  Rev. Joseph E. Duhamel 1951

  Rev. Floyd A. Wessling 2010

Continued on page 14
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DATE NAME YEAR
Nov. 10 Rev. Francis A. Partusch 2014

Deacon Ernie Gencarelli 2015

11  Rev. John Krajicek 1948
  Rev. Joseph Bernauer 1953
  Rev. Floribert Jaspers, OFM 1930

12  Rev. Francis J. Oborny 1995
13  Rev. Ferdinand Schnuttgen 1930
14  Msgr. John Vranek 1925
  Rev. Ralph M. O'Donnell 1996

15  Rev. Gerald C. Millenkamp 1973
  Rev. Donald M. Kros 2016

17  Rev. James E. Fitzgerald 1993
18  Rev. John A. Hayes 1882
  Rev. John B. Daxacher 1904

19  Rev. Martin F. Einzing 1899
20  Rev. Ignatius C. Spenner 1964
  Rev. Benedict LaRoque, O.S.B. 2004

21  Rev. Thomas Carmody 1974
22  Rev. Francis Aschoff 1933
  Rev. Elias Abboud, O.S.B. 1937
  Rev. Francis S. Walaskewicz 1937

23  Most Rev. James H. Ryan 1947
24  Rev. Arthur Toher 1979
  Deacon LeRoy Creamer 2008

25  Rev. William Connor 1974
  Rev. Allen H. Martin 1993
  Msgr. Stanislaus F. Pieczonka 1993

  Deacon LeRoy Spieker 2015
27  Rev. Victor E. Herman 1975
  Rev. Patrick L. Nolan 1992
  Rev. Patrick A. Carroll 2004
  Deacon Vincent J. Schmit 2006

28  Msgr. John S. Palubicki 1956
  Msgr. Ernest G. Graham 1975

Dec. 1  Rev. Daniel P. Neligan 1920
  Msgr. Michael F. Cassidy 1933
  Deacon Fred Alexander 2000
 Deacon Charles A. (Skip) Baughman 2016

Sept.  2019

DATE NAME YEAR
Dec. 2  Rev. Jerimiah C. Buckley 1959

3  Rev. Thomas O'Brien 2005
4  Msgr. James J. O'Brien 1972

  Rev. Rafael B. Librea 2013
5  Rev. James Hundt 1949
6  Rev. Michael J. Kelly 2003
7  Rev. Joseph Drbal 1963
8  Msgr. Francis P. Kenny 1996
9  Msgr. James Aherne 1955
10  Rev. Raymond Micek, O.F.M. 1960
  Rev. James L. Weeke 2003

12  Rev. James J. Morrin 1970
  Deacon Fred Cuva 2003

13  Rev. Victor End 1934
  Rev. John O'Flynn 1943

15  Rev. Knute Lobinski, O.F.M. 1957
  Msgr. Marcel T. Keliher 1976
  Rev. Joseph W. Ariano 2007

16  Rev. Francis Xavier Korte 1922
17  Rev. Thomas W. O'Connor 1885
18  Deacon Don J. Dunn 2017
19  Rev. Clement J. Nacke 1981
20  Msgr. Ferdinand Peitz 1931
21  Rev. William X. Fitzpatrick 1947
  Deacon Richard Edgerton 2003

23  Deacon Eugene Hanson 2001
24  Rev. Raymond J. Lisco 1955
  Msgr. Floyd F. Fischer 1992
  Rev. Thomas J. Adams 2013
  Rev. John C. Starostka 2012

25  Rev. Stanislaus Jaszczyniski 1918
  Rev. Michael Schauer 1972

26  Rev. William Giblin 1960
  Rev. George F. Jonaitis 1963
  Rev. Kenneth M. Potts 1998

27  Rev. Stefan Flisiak 2001
28  Rev. Martin J. Brady 1953
  Msgr. Theodore H. Buelt 1979
  Msgr. Joseph H. Osdick 1983

30  Rev. Henry J. Buerger 1932
31  Rev. Thomas E. McDermott 1990

  Deacon Gary F. Chladek 2017
  Rev. Peter F. Zarkauskas 1994
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El Camino  - September, 2019
Mary Ann Casey
1329 South 162nd Street
Omaha, NE   68130

God is always calling men to the 
priesthood, religious life and the 
Permanent Diaconate, and women 
to religious life.  Helping them to 
hear that call is the most 
important role that you can play.

Officers of the Serra Club of West Omaha

President! ! ! Julia Palzer!! ! 704-0409
President-Elect              Jolene Jefferies! ! 521-0717
Chaplin! ! ! Fr. Frank Baumert ! 493-2186         
Secretary! ! ! Mary Ann Casey! ! 334-1044
Treasurer! ! ! Jerry Smith!! ! 289-2969!
VP Vocations! ! John Lingo!! ! 290-4670
VP-Programs! ! Karen Stevens! ! 639-7198      
VP Membership! ! Hugh Spellman! ! 990-2469!
VP-Events! ! ! Stacey Floersch! ! 212-3348
VP-Communications! Deacon Bob Hamilton! 699-4063
El Camino Editor! ! Mary Ann Casey! ! 334-1044
Website ! ! ! Deacon Bob Hamilton! 699-4063
Historian! ! ! Kathy Sibbernsen! 330-3071
Trustee! ! ! Joe Vlock! ! ! 330-2393
Trustee! ! ! Bernie Schaefer! ! 201-8574
Trustee! ! ! Bob Fell! ! ! 333-6322!
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