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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

HIGHLIGHTS FROM CHAPLAINS REFLECTIONS

UPCOMING EVENTS
July 2	
 First Friday Mass 8:30 - St. Wenceslaus
July 5	
 No Meeting - 4th of July Holiday
July 14	
 Board Meeting-Noon-Overland Construction
July 19	
 Luncheon Meeting-German American Home-Speaker	

	
 Deacon Brad Zavaletta-St. Vincent de Paul
July 26	
 Induction Mass and Reception-St. Patrick’s-Gretna
	
 Rosary 5:30, Mass at 6:00 followed by reception
Aug. 1	
 Seminarian Send-off-St.Roberts-Mass at 2:30 pm
Aug. 2	
  Lunch Meeting-German American Home - Speaker -
	
  Fr. Jay Buhman-St.Mary-David City
Aug. 6	
  First Friday Mass-6:40 a.m. - St. Leos
Aug. 11	
  Board Meeting-Noon-Overland Construction
Aug. 16	
Mass for Vocations-St. Wenceslaus-Fr. Taylor celebrant
	
 5:30 Followed by Meeting-Speaker-Fr. Tom Smith
Sept. 3	
 First Friday Mass - Location TBA
Sept. 6	
 No Meeting - Labor Day
Sept. 8	
 Board Meeting-Noon-Overland Construction
Sept. 20 	
Holy Hour for Vocations-St. Margaret Mary’s
Oct. 16	
 Brunch for Women of Consecrated Life - St.
	
 Patrick’s - Gretna
Dec.23	
 Seminarian Christmas Party - Location TBA	
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   “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I dedicated you. . .".
                                                                           Jeremiah 1:5                 

4-5-21 -  Fr. Frank gave the 
reflection. The readings for 
today talked about what the 
chief priests had to do to keep  
the lid on the resurrection. They 
were trying to control the 
media. This is not anything 
new. The resurrection claim 
came true on the basis of a new 
verification. Yes Jesus has risen 
despite the authorities claim  that it was not true. We are in that 
situation now with the church being persecuted.  There are 
threats on all sides and people are hearing all kinds of nonsense. 
The Holy Spirit will not be stopped. The media is putting all 
kinds of things in the minds of individuals. We need to touch 
hearts and connect with people.  The seminarians are having real 
fear now wondering whether they will be able to handle what’s in 
store for them.  If we listen to the media we have to put out the 
truth and continue to believe it.  One sense of encouragement
  Continued on page 2
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Isn’t it wonderful to see things getting back to normal and the COVID 
pandemic finally winding down?!  Through the journey of the 
pandemic, the Holy Spirit guided us and gave our Serra Club many 
graces and gifts and blessed us with an abundance of many good 
accomplishments.  During a very trying past fiscal year—from June 1, 
2020, through May 30, 2021—our Serra Club stayed strong and 
steady.  Our Board of Directors deserves a great big thank you for all 
the hard work done to keep our connections going with each other.

Compared to the other clubs in our district, we did exceptionally well 
during the pandemic in staying in touch and getting things done.  Here 
is a review of this past fiscal year’s most significant accomplishments:

1. Consecrated our Serra Club to Jesus of Divine Mercy, Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, and St. Junipero Serra.

2. To recruit younger members and to respond to COVID 
challenges, we modified our due's structure and created a new 
member brochure and application form.

· Member Dues — $50 per quarter (includes lunches 
and national dues)

· Spousal Member Dues — $25 per quarter
· Under 35 Dues — $25 per quarter
· Initiation Fee: — $25 each member (paid only once) 

3. 1st Mondays remained as a club lunch meeting (via Zoom or 
in-person); 3rd Mondays became an evening Mass,  Meeting & 
Mixer.  These rotate around to different parishes in Omaha 
and have proved very effective for recruiting new members.

4. Put together a “road show” suitcase with a tablecloth, 
membership applications and Serra brochures, clipboards 
with sign-up sheets, a bouquet of flowers, and a candy jar.  
We set up a Serra display table at each Mass, Meeting & 
Mixer.

5. Resumed our First Friday Masses and breakfast after Mass.  
What fun!

      Continued on page 2
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is the life of St. John Paul II who lived through traumatic times and 
because of that he had the courage to become a priest. Because of his 
knowledge,  having lived through so much, he saved the world in 
many ways. This was 20 years ago.  We need to ask the Holy Spirit to 
help  the young men get John Paul’s message.  He challenges us to 
stand up strong and be warriors.   We have to do the same again today.

5-3-21 -  Fr. Frank gave the reflection.   The feast of the Ascension is 
coming up.  Father said when he was a kid he thought of Jesus as 
being superman speeding quickly up into heaven. When we think of it 
now, we think of it as Jesus returning to his glory.   Jesus ascended 
into heaven and a cloud took him out of their sight.  This was in Israel 
and clouds were of great importance.   A cloud kept the Israelites from 
moving when they were in the desert.  A cloud showed some real 
power in leading them through the sea.   They had an image of the 
cloud as God the Father.  The cloud appeared to be gigantic as Jesus 
returned  to his glory.  

Jesus going into the clouds and being taken from the apostles inspired 
them to know he was going into glory.   Phillip and James gave their 
life to serve in dangerous days.   They died horrible deaths before 
going to their glory.  We sometimes have too many problems to want 
to follow Jesus.

Father said he had a parishioner come to him some years ago asking 
him why he was willing to become a Priest.  Father had two parishes 
and two schools  he was managing at the time.  The person told Father 
he could be making a lot of money working for a big corporation.  
Father said if he was not working for God he would probably be 
working at McDonalds!

6. Set up a SCOWO Google account and Gmail account; will 
begin actively using it in 2021-22 
(westomaha@serrainternational.org)

7. Set up a “Sign-Up” Genius for our “31 Club” to pray for 
vocations; it is 100% filled!

8. Initiated development of a new website to be implemented in 
2021-22.

9. Established an Edward Jones brokerage account (for Legacy 
Giving purposes).

10. Partnered with the JPII Newman Center in Omaha.
11. During this Year of St. Joseph, offered and lead Consecration 

to St. Joseph for interested members.
12. Expecting approximately 8-12 new inductees (Induction Mass 

& Reception to be held July 26). 

In addition to the above, we did extremely well in staying connected and 
keeping our mission for vocations in the forefront:

• 6  Zoom Club Meetings (1st & 3rd Mondays)
• 4  In-Person Club Meetings (1st & 3rd Mondays)
• 20  Zoom Prayer Meetings (2nd & 4th Mondays)
• 8  In-Person Mass, Meeting & Mixer Evenings
• 7  First Friday Masses, Followed by Breakfast
• 17  Board Meetings (12 Regular & 5 Off-Cycle)

How quickly this past fiscal year went even during a pandemic…
amazing!  This new fiscal year we are coming out of the shoot strong 
and looking forward to having our events back in motion and meeting 
for hot lunches.  Here are the goals that the new Board of Directors has 
planned for this new fiscal year:

• Continue the reduced member dues structure
• Continue 1st Mondays as Club lunch meetings with a speaker; 

now at the German-American Society with hot lunches 
provided

• Continue 3rd Mondays as Mass, Meeting & Mixer events with a 
speaker

• Serra Induction Mass and Reception at St. Patrick in Gretna – 
July 26

• New Website Implementation
• Holy Hour for Vocations with Archbishop Lucas – Sept. 20 at 

St. Margaret Mary in Omaha
• Develop and implement Outstanding Vocations Committee 

Award for parishes
• Develop and implement a Legacy Giving program
• Brunch for Women of Consecrated Life at St. Patrick in Gretna 

– Oct. 16, 2021
• Seminarian Christmas Dinner – Dec. 23, 2021

Continued on page 3
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Holy Hour for vocations -- held at 
Cathedral on June 5, 2021 
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At our first meeting for this fiscal year, held on June 21, we consecrated our Serra Club to St. Joseph.  Father Frank wrote a beautiful 
consecration prayer that we all prayed together:

Our club is up to some wonderful things, and we are seeing our hard work pay off as we welcome many new people joining our efforts, praise 
God!  We are excited about our future as we continue to “lean in” to our strategic plan and forge forward with much hope and excitement!  We 
are deeply grateful for our amazing Chaplain, Father Frank Baumert, who has directed and taught us to Do whatever He tells you. (John 2:5).  
Father Frank continues to be a tremendous blessing and is always so supportive in our vital work of building vocations.  Thank you, Jesus, for 
Father Frank, our Board of Directors, and all our Serra members…we are blessed!

St. Joseph, Pray for Us!

Pax Vobiscum,

Jolene Jefferies, President

June, 2021

Ordination of Transitional Deacons
May 28, 2021

Deacon Minh Tran, Archbishop Lucas and 
Deacon Brett Jamrog
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SPEAKERS
4-5-21 - Susan Gnann - Director of Advancement for the John Paul II Newman Center - Susan is a member of the 
SCOWO.  Susan said she’s sorry she has not been more involved. She said she has been drawn back more deeply 
into the church by the teachings of St. John Paul II.  Three students who live at the Center were brought into the 
faith on Holy Saturday.  Hopefully through their witness, more students will enter into the Catholic faith.  She said 
there was a recent article in the National Catholic Register about JP II and how it has created a community for 
students to come together in  prayer, friendship, play music, etc.  We are under constant siege as a church. 
Commitment to the Newman Centers all over the country is thriving.  The Newman Center is a bright light, 
students find community and this will have an impact.

Up-Date:  They are on track for applications and signed leases.  Currently there are 145 living in the Newman 
Center.  They hired a new employee in January and through her efforts 160 people visited the recent open house.  
Outreach to parishes and high schools is going well.  High numbers of students attend bible studies.  There are 40 
active groups and 30 of those are student led.  There are many active leaders with a keen interest in helping 

discipleship along the way.   The hope  is to open up to visitors once the restrictions are lifted.  Overall things are 
going very well.  Students were craving community.  Fr. Roza is moving back into the Center.

Gift of Serrans to JP II:   Susan said  a lot of the spending has not happened. They have been unable to provide food.   This summer there will 
be an opportunity to use the Priest funds.  Fr. Andrews and Fr. Roza will be meeting with some young men who are discerning for the 
priesthood.    By next year they are hoping to be full speed ahead.  It is hoped to engage in more activities beginning the next school year.  She 
recommended we follow JP II on FaceBook to see the events.  One of the students, Andrew, has been discussing his own vocation story.  He 
meets with Fr Roza regularly.   He belongs to the Knights of Columbus.  He came to the Newman Center from Mt. Michael.

In terms of vocations, two young women are moving into a Carmelite order in the St. Louis area this summer.  There  will be three weddings of 
students who met at the Newman Center or knew each other prior to coming to college.  Holy marriages will have an impact on the future.   
Parish Ambassadors are in fewer than 20 parishes.  They are  helping with marketing with staff and parishioners, bulletin inserts, etc.  We are 
encouraged to reach out to Susan if interested.  She wants to get information out to parents and students and would like to get more parishes 
involved.  

They are trying to work with all of the Newman Centers and Catholic Youth Centers throughout Nebraska.  They are trying to market  to all 
areas.  They are publishing a college check list packet.  In the packet there is a letter from the bishops who have signed off on this document.  
They are hoping to have a print version in August.  They are also on FaceBook and try to encourage students to visit the Newman Center while 
on campus.   The college years are critical.  They hope to hand out packets to parishes.  It is hoped this marketing phase will be of use in 
evangelizing.  There is campus ministry going on in a Newman Center on every campus.  They are working closely with the University of 
Nebraska Newman Center.

Susan discussed the CARA study which shows a breakdown of number of Priests, baptisms, marriages, etc. from 1970 through the present time.  
There is a very sharp decline in baptisms and of Catholic marriages.  We need the support of the Newman Center with prayers and resources 
during this time when many leave the faith.  A copy of this study will be sent to all of our members.  It can be used as an evangelization  tool.

Plans for the Future:  They are working with donors.  Trying to reach the unchurched and lapsed Catholics.  It is hoped to have the website on 
line later this month.  Trying to draw people into community.  They are always fund raising.  

She was asked how many residents are currently housed at the Newman Center.  There are 158 beds.  They had to keep 8 beds available if 
needed for COVID.  They had 145 filled prior to COVID.  Now they are at 138 beds filled.  Several students quit school for one reason or 
another.  Students are not making their college decisions as early as they have in the past.  They are waiting to see if things open up again this 
fall.  Usually in May there are more commits.  The Newman Center needs to be on the radar when students are touring campus.  UNL was not 
doing tours.  Compared to last year there are less tours.  They need to encourage kids to tour the Newman Center.  The sense of community is 
pretty powerful.
    
     Continued on page 5
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How can Serra help?  Pray for the mission.  They have adoration 
all day Friday, hoping to make that a daily habit and add more 
days to this.  Send prayer requests so students can pray.  Make 
people aware of the Newman Center.  Encourage them to meet 
with the Newman Center for a tour.  Susan said they have a huge 
connection with Catholic high schools.  More have come to visit, 
etc.  She hopes to talk to more principals, get them excited about 
the Newman Center.  We need to share this with others.  The 
Newsletter is a way to stay engaged in what is going on.   
FaceBook is a primary marketing tool.  Just seeing students at 
Mass is encouraging.  We are asked to “Like” the Newman Center 
on FaceBook.  That outreach is impactful.  Become a Parish 
Ambassador if interested.    They are trying to get information to 
youth ministers.  Need to get parents engaged.  They are working 
in parishes  talking to youth groups.   Share financial resources 
with the Newman Center.  Mostly pray and connect with other 
people.

Students never cease to amaze.  They will be giving pulpit talks in 
parishes on April 24-25.  In 2-3 weeks there will be a second 
collection taken up in the churches.  There is a debt reduction 
campaign going on.  There is still a lot of work to be done.  (This 
is year 2 of a 3 year plan for the second collections.)

Someone asked about the “Roof Tops Campaign”.  There has not 
been a lot of movement on this.  Things have been somewhat on 
hold with COVID and Fr. Andrews has been caring for his mother 
as well.  The debt has been reduced somewhat, but there is a long 
way to go.  All of the figures were based on the center being full. 
It takes a lot to keep things running.  There is still a lot of work to 
be done.

======

5-3-21 - Unfortunately Fr.  Scott Hastings, who was scheduled to 
be our speaker,  had written down the wrong date and did not 
attend the meeting.  There were approximately 45 people in 
attendance.  There were two couples in attendance who currently 
have a son in the seminary.  They both spoke briefly about their 
journey.  Several Serra members also shared some things that had 
been happening in their lives.  In general, the group was happy to 
be back at an in-person meeting.

   

 6-21-21 -- Rev. Randy Soto, SThD

• Founder and editor of the 
Academic Journal Ex 
Latere Christi of the PNAC 
2019-Present

• Carl J. Peter Chair of 
Homiletics at the Pontifical 
North American College in 
Rome 2019-Present

• Spiritual Director at the 
Pontifical North American 
College in Rome 2017-
Present

• Professor of Sacred 
Scripture at the Pontifical 
Gregorian University 2018-
Present

• Professor of Biblical Hebrew and Greek for the Students of the 
North American College who attend the Pontifical Universities 
Gregoriana, Santa Croce and Angelicum 2017-Present

• Theological Consulter to the Midwest Theological Forum, 
Chicago 2007- Present

• Biblical Consulter to the American Bible Society, New York 
2010- Present

• Professor of Sacred Scripture at the On-Line Program HACS, 
2009-Present

• Professor of Christology and Soteriology at the On-Line Program 
HACS, 2009-Present

Education
• Pontifical Gregorian University, Rome 2001-2003.
• Pontifical Gregorian University, Rome 1995-1996.
• Pontifical Biblical Institute, Rome 1994-1995
• Catholic University of America, Washington DC 1994
• Saint Joseph’s Seminary, New York 1989-1991.
• Seminario Central, San José, Costa Rica 1984-1989.
• Methodist High School, San José Costa Rica 1977-1982.
• Jefferson School, Norwalk Conn., USA. 1974-1976
• Salesiano Don Bosco, San José, Costa Rica 1972-1974.

Representative Publications
• Vademecum Precum – A Book of Prayers in Eight Languages by 

Fr. Randy SThD, 2012.  This work assists anyone going on a 
Pilgrimage I across Europe, where languages are needed to 
survive. Vox Christi Publishing, Kenrick Seminary, Saint Louis, 
MO 2012.

• In this work Fr. Soto introduces Christians to the ancient practice 
of Lectio Divina Prayer. After explaining what Lectio Divina 
Prayer is he walks you through this type of prayer step by step. 

    Continued on page 6
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• This book is a help to a person of faith looking for help to read and pray the Bible in this tradition. Vox Christi Publishing, Kenrick 

Seminary, Saint Louis, MO 2013.
• In this work, Fr Soto introduces the reader to a Rhetorical and Epistemological study about Hebrews 4:14-16; 7:26; and Heb 9:14. 

The study is aimed at deriving the human and divine qualities that make of Jesus Christ, the High and Eternal Priest. Editorial el 
Almendro: Cordoba, Spain 2006)

• Fr. Soto has been since 2012 the Faculty Advisor to Kenrick Seminary’s Theological Journal. Vox Christi Publications is a quarterly 
magazine containing articles of the students and professors. Saint Louis, 2012-present. Vox Christi Publishing, Kenrick Seminary, 
Saint Louis, MO (2012- present).

Fr. Randy is a long time friend of  Bob and Judy Huber and their son Msgr. Mark Huber.  Fr. said he has been exposed to many languages 
since childhood.  One of his grandparents was from Spain and some relatives on his dad’s side were adopted by a family who spoke Spanish 
and French.  He grew up in New England and was exposed to a number of languages.  In seminary he studied Latin, Greek and German.  He 
teaches Greek, Latin and Hebrew scripture.  He will be starting his last year of teaching in Rome.  Before going to Rome he spent 12 years in 
St. Louis at Kenrick-Glennon Seminary.  He knows many of the Priests who were ordained and now working in the Omaha Archdiocese.  
Prior to St. Louis, he spent 5 years teaching in seminary in Costa Rico.  He has spent 25 years teaching and preparing Priests in their 
vocation.  He said the key to success is pray, pray and then pray some more.  That is where the laity come in.  We need the laity to step up.  
We need families to teach the faith to their children.  We need to lead our children and grandchildren to the Eucharist and the other 
sacraments.  The laity needs to be generous.  There would not be any Priests without the prayers of the laity.  Father said he was the Chaplain 
for a Serra  Club in St. Louis for 12 years and he knows what we do.  He said if each person would say one Hall Mary a day for vocations, it 
would help someone, somewhere in the world discern a vocation.  We need to consecrate ourselves to St. Joseph every day.  There is no Saint 
more important in vocations than St. Joseph.  He said he would be praying for the Serra Club so that we will continue to pray for vocations.  
We also need to let the seminarians and our Priests know that we are praying for them.  We need to encourage them.

The gospel yesterday was from St. Mark.  The boat in the gospel is the church.  The person casting the net is St. Peter, the Pope.  If we read 
from the beginning of the gospel, they were mending  nets.  That is what the seminarians are doing. They are not ready yet to fish, they are in 
formation.  They are still in the boat mending nets, studying to learn their trade.  They are in the boats with their bishops.  They are learning 
the scriptures and all they can learn  so they can come out of seminary and work in a parish.  They are very fragile in seminary.  The work in 
the seminary is very different.  We have to wait 7 years to see them ordained.  Some of them have personal issues, some have family issues.  
We need to work with them and help them in any way that we can.   We need to personalize the format so that it matches their need.  

In yesterday’s gospel Jesus is on the scene.  He literally appears to be asleep on a small pillow, trying to rest.  Imagine the scene, waves are 
crashing, the boat is rocking. The disciples should be trying to protect Jesus, but instead they ask him to save them from the storm.  They are 
worried about their lives, but not their Master.  St. Ambrose says the battle represents the divinity of Christ.  Jesus is not an ordinary man, he 
is the Lord and Savior.    That is what is beautiful about training seminarians, they may be on a rocking boat, but God is always protecting 
them.  He wants to sanctify and protect them.  The Priesthood is the only profession in the world where there is a 100% guarantee of a job.  
A priest will never have to look for a job.  

In the Eucharist we may just see a piece of bread, but when the Priest holds it up, it is the body, blood, soul and divinity of Christ.  How do 
we know?  Because he told us so.  Jesus does not lie.

Fr. Frank said he has been working with seminarians over the past 25 years and he is happy to see some things are changing from when he 
was in seminary.  The format and presentation is so much better.  For a long time one of the things that was lacking was fraternity.  It seemed 
the  newly ordained Priests only had one or two friends they communicated with and they seemed to be afraid to approach the older Priests.  
When they  came out of seminary they felt the weight of the world was on them.  Fr. Randy said they are trying to teach them they are a 
member of a team.  There may be some differences but they need to learn to live with each other.  Fr. Randy said at Kenrick they had a 
formation program every Thursday night to help the seminarians form friendships.  Need to work more closely with vocation directors.  
Sometimes the seminarians come out of seminary thinking they know how things should be done and when they come to a parish things 
don’t happen the way they were taught.  It takes time.
 
Someone asked Fr. Randy if he has watched The Chosen.  He said it is well done, however, they do take some licensure from scripture.
  Continued on page 7
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Fr. Randy talked briefly about the Omaha seminarians he has 
worked with who are now Priests. There is one Omaha seminarian 
in Rome, Matthew Pohlman,  and he said Matt is doing well.

Father ended his talk, as we joined him, in the following “Prayer for 
the Ordinandi”.  

Heavenly Father, grant that our new priests be strengthened 
and healed
by the power of the Eucharist, they celebrate.  May the 
Word they 
proclaim give them courage and wisdom.  With the graces 
of the Holy
Spirit strengthen them to sanctify the Holy People of  God 
with an
exemplary and virtuous life.
Conform their hearts to the Heart of Jesus, Our Eternal 
High Priest, who
is Lord for ever and ever Amen.
Mary, Mother of God and Mother of the Church, look 
tenderly upon your 
sons, our priests and protect them from all evil.
St. Joseph, Patron the Universal Church, guard our priests 
as you
guarded the Divine Son of your beloved Spouse, Mary Most 
Holy.  Amen

Mass, Meeting and Mixers 

April 19th -- St. Charles Borromeo -  Fr. Baumert celebrated the 
Mass, after which there was a brief business meeting.  

May 17th -- JP II Newman Center  - Fr. Baumert celebrated the Mass, 
after which there was a brief business meeting.  Around 50 people 
attended this event.

Speaker- Father Patrick Moser.    Father 
said he was given the topic The Beauty of 
Serving “in Persona Christi”:  My First 
Three Years as a Priest.   Regarding his 
vocation, he did not really think about 
becoming a Priest from an early age, 
however it started from an early age.  It 
started in his family.  His parents never 
suggested the possibility.  He has 
memories of  growing up in Clearwater, 
NE, going to Mass and seeing Fr. 
Baumert who was one of his parish 
Priests.  Fr. Baumert was there when he 

made his first communion.  The practice of the faith was never out of 
the ordinary, he took it for granted.  His mom and dad made faith a 
regular practice at home as well as going to Mass on Sunday.  He had 
an understanding of vocations.  He and his siblings went to public 
school until 2006 when they were able to drive to the John Paul high 
school in Elgin.  After graduating from high school, he went to UNL 
and still had no idea or even thinking about being a Priest.  He studied 
in the agriculture College at UNL and during his freshman year he 
continued to go to Mass but that was about it.  There wasn’t a lot of 
personal prayer.  The east campus was full of small town kids like 
himself.  During his sophomore year he became disillusioned  with 
college life and got involved with FOCUS and began attending bible 
studies.  He started asking “what does God want me to do”.  He 
completed the last two years of college.  After being out of school for 
about a year, he got the courage to  talk to his parish Priest and was 
encouraged to talk to Fr. Hoesing.  He enrolled in seminary and was 
ordained in 2018.  He has been an Assistant at St. Patrick’s in Elkhorn 
for the past 3 years.  He said it has basically been a day-to-day life, 
many times he finds himself running here and there.  He said getting 
ready to give this talk has given him an opportunity to reflect on his 
first three years of being a Priest.

Father said he was not sure how to approach the topic, so he went to 
the Catechism of the Catholic Church and he quoted:  “In the ecclesial 
service of the ordained minister, it is Christ himself who is present to 
his Church as Head of his Body, Shepherd of his flock, high priest of 
the redemptive sacrifice, Teacher of Truth.  This is what the Church 
means by saying that the priest, by virtue of the sacrament of Holy 
Orders, acts in Persona Christi.”

In the eucharistic service of the ordinary Mass  Christ himself is 
present.  Father said he doesn’t know if he will ever think of himself 
that way.  On some level he does feel he experiences what Christ did. 
 Continued on page 8
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Head of the Body and teacher - When he was a seminarian, in the middle of his third year of Theology, during Christmas break, they were asked 
to go to the Omaha High Schools.  He was at Roncalli and there was a kid who was not catholic talking  about what it means to be a Priest.  
Christ is the true Priest and all Priests share in that.  The kids were asking why Priests don’t get married.  The Priest is married to the church, 
Christ is married to the church and he remains celibate.  One of the kids said “oh you’re stealing Jesus’ girl”.  In a way this is true, Jesus as well 
as the Priest is married to the church.  His parishioners are his family.  The Priest acts as the head of the body especially in performing the 
sacraments.  It is Christ speaking through the Priest to make present what is happening.

Shepherd of his flock  - three weeks ago we had Good Shepherd Sunday.  We are reminded Christ is the Good Shepherd.  As a shepherd he is 
present and cares for his flock.  He is a co-worker with the Bishop who is the pastor/shepherd who helps guide us down the right path.  
Sometimes he is able to help with things in a positive manner, at other times there are negative things to navigate. Father said he has had the 
experience of seeing the effect of bad shepherds.  A few months after he was ordained he had to read a letter to his congregation from the 
Archbishop regarding some Priest scandals.  Being a newly ordained Priest and having to read the letter from the Archbishop was a sobering 
experience.  It highlighted the idea of acting for the good of the flock.

High Priest of the redemptive sacrifice - Father said he was quarantined over the Easter Tridium.  He has no idea where he picked up the COVID 
virus.  If there is one time of the year when a Priest would not want to be quarantined it is the Easter season.  He found himself not in the church, 
but in a spare bedroom of the rectory watching the holy week services on-line.  He watched the RCIA candidates, who he helped to prepare, and 
was not able to celebrate with them.  He was not able to celebrate the holy sacrifice of the Mass.  Those are the three days of the year when a 
Priest is not supposed to celebrate  Mass outside of the church.  No weddings or funerals can be held.  This was the first time in his three years of 
Priesthood that he missed celebrating Mass.  This made him realize how much he had taken that for granted. Not being able to offer the sacrifice 
of the Mass gave him some time to reflect.  He said the Archbishop came to fill in for him at one of the Masses on Easter.  The mystery of our 
faith is if it is a Priest or the Archbishop saying Mass it is still Jesus.  When you go to a different parish, it is still the same Jesus.  Some things are 
unique to the Priest, but it is the same Jesus.

Teacher of the truth - he has had the opportunity to go to the classrooms and he enjoys answering questions.  He said he never knows what they 
will throw at him.  In one of the 8th grade classes he had questions about St. Thomas Aquinas’ teachings and the next question was about Santa 
Claus.  Whatever the question, they have a hunger to know and learn about God and how to grow closer to God.  He feels he is a co-worker with 
the Bishop who is the teacher and governor of the diocese.  That is part of the role that is passed on to the Priest as well as something that 
involves giving good news.  Sometimes there is a need to correct which isn’t always easy.  To pass on the truth is necessary.  There is a hunger of 
people not knowing the right path anymore.  The world is a very confusing place.  As a Priest, part of his role is to bring light into the world.    
Jesus has blessed the Priests in many ways.  St. Paul says God is the head and Jesus is the good Shepherd.

Jesus as the high Priest -  He feels Priests are respected.  He said people come to him and call him Father even though some are 50 years older 
than he is.  They are doing so not because of him, but because of Christ in him.

One of those in attendance mentioned he had heard a homily by the pastor  in Elkhorn recently and it was brought up how we come to take for 
granted that we can receive the Eucharist whenever we wish.  We  need to think each time we receive the Eucharist about the first time we 
received, if this were the only time we could receive and the final time we will receive.  He said he thought of his grandchildren making their first 
communion.  Mostly it struck him that there will be a last time.  Fr. said there is a saying similar to this from Mother Theresa regarding Priests. 
The saying is posted in many sacristies.   “Make every Mass like the fist Mass you said, the only Mass you will ever say and the last Mass you 
will say.”   We do not know the day nor the hour.   We are called to participate in Mass, not just attend.  None of us know when it will be the last 
time we are able to go to Mass and receive the Eucharist.  We should not take it for granted.  We also need to realize without the Priest there is no 
Eucharist.  Jesus said the church will be here until the end of time, however, he did not guarantee the church would be available to everyone at all 
times.  In some places in the world people have not seen  a Priest in years.    We cannot take what we have for granted.

Fr. Baumert said a closing prayer,  He said we live two lives, one from conception to the date of death and the other from baptism to eternity.  The 
Mass is the royal banquet which ties us into that life.  
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Meet a Serran - Jill Hain

Jill joined the Serra Club of West Omaha in the fall of 2020.  She was recently installed as the 
VP of Programs for the club.

She and her husband, Jim, relocated to the Gretna area from David City in 2016, after their 
youngest son graduated from Aquinas Catholic High School.

Born and raised in David City, Jill attended UNL (Teachers’ College) and was commissioned a 
Second Lieutenant in the US Army through the ROTC program. She served as a Finance 
Officer for 4.5 years, living in WA, AZ, TX, and Germany. After resigning her commission, Jill 
taught in TX, TN, and NE, for 17 years, the last 14 being in Catholic schools. 

She enjoys spending time with her husband, their 3 children, and 3  grandchildren and visiting area wineries with 
friends. While no longer teaching, she is active in several ministries at her parish, St. Patrick-Gretna, as well as serving 
as an ambassador for the Cloisters on the Platte. 

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS - JUNE 21, 2021

Left to Right - front row --  John Lingo Jolene Jefferies, Judy Huber, Jill Hain.  
Back Row -- John Fread, Robert Fell, Karen Stevens, Jerry Smith, Mary Ann Casey 
and Deacon Bob Hamilton.

Please note:  The light from the Zoom camera caused the blue bands on a couple of 
our faces.  We really were not wearing visors!!
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MEET OUR SEMINARIANS 

Steve Mahoney
Kenrick-Glennon Seminary, St. Louis, MO

Steve was born on June 24, 
1998  His hometown is Omaha, 
NE and his home parish is St. 
Mary’s in Wayne.

Steve was not Christian or 
Catholic until he attended a 
Catholic Conference sponsored 
by FOCUS.

He felt a pull towards 
priesthood at an ordination and 
has began his journey in the 
seminary.

He loves swimming, playing sports and spending time with family.

Steve is spending his summer at St. James Parish in Northwest Omaha 
and helping out with parish life.

Jacob Connealy 
Kenrick-Glennon Seminary, St. Louis, MO

Jacob was born on March 13, 
1993.  His hometown is 
Bellevue, Nebraska and his 
home parish is St. Mary, in 
Bellevue.

Jacob is a graduate of Mt. 
Michael High School.  He 
attended the Steubenville 
Conferences several times 
during high school.  He 
attended Benedictine College, 
Atchinson, KS.  He graduated 

with a degree in Accounting 
but knew accounting wasn’t for him.

Fr. Jerry Connealy of Stanton is his uncle.  His hobbies include 
riding his motorcycle, running, lifting and playing sports.  

Jacob is spending the summer attending the Institute for Priestly 
Formation at Creighton .

Please remember Jacob and Steve, as well as all of our seminarians in your prayers.

Prayer for Seminarians

Father, thank you for the generosity
of our seminarians.  Safeguard them as

they prepare for the priesthood.

Keep all evil far from them, so they
may become strong Christian men

who are faithful to prayer
diligent in their studies, 

open to spiritual direction,
and docile to all aspects of seminary formation.

Above all enflame their hearts with
love so  they will be ardent and gentle 

shepherds for your Church.

We make this prayer through the great
High Priest, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen
                  
                                          copied from a prayer card published by Vianney Vocations

St. Charles Borromeo, patron of seminarians, pray 
for us.
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Pope Francis’
Prayer Intention 
July, 2021

Remember the West Omaha Serra Club when 
you update your will.  Estate planning is an 
easy way to make a lasting donation. 

             SERRA  CLUB OF WEST OMAHA

Objectives
We are an organization of Catholic lay men and women who 
work to foster and promote vocations to the priesthood and 
consecrated religious life of the Catholic Church and to 
develop an appreciation of the priesthood and of all religious 
vocations in the Catholic Church.  We also strive to further 
Catholicism by encouraging members in fellowship and 
education to fulfill their Christian vocation to service.

Activities
...! Financial support for seminarians and novices.
...! Assistance to Archdiocesan Vocation Office.
...! Encourage attendance at the Serra District and 
! International conventions.
...! Appreciation Event for women of Consecrated Life
...! Summer picnic for Seminarians and their families 
! along with priests.
...! Pre-ordination dinner for seminarians and priests.
...! Chair Archbishop’s Committee for Lay Vocations.
...! Golf &Tennis Outing and Dinner for Archdiocesan 
! priests, brothers and seminarians.
...! New Member Induction Mass and Reception.
...! E-mails, letter writing and cards to seminarians.
...! Support for parish vocations committees.
...! Organize “31” Clubs in Archdiocesan parishes
...! Development and maintenance of West Omaha !Serra 
! Membership Directory.
...! Development and maintenance of West Omaha !Serra 
! Website.
...! Seminarian Christmas Dinner.
...! Work with JP II Newman Center
...! Seminary Visits.

History
The Serra Club of Omaha was chartered on October 7, 1951.  
By 1987 the Club had grown to more than 100 members and, 
with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, established a second club 
in the West Omaha area.
The Serra Club of West Omaha received its charter from Serra 
International on February 11, 1988 with 31 members.

June, 2021

This month, Pope Francis has asked us to pray 
for Fundamental Rights: We pray for those who risk 
their lives while fighting for fundamental rights under 
dictatorships, authoritarian regimes, and even in 
democracies in crisis.

First Friday Masses:

April 2 - Good Friday -- no Mass.

May 7 -  A group of Serrans attended Mass at Christ
!   the King and then went to lunch.

June 4 -  A number of Serrans attended Mass at Mary
!     Our Queen followed by breakfast.

  ! ! SCOWO FINANCIAL UPDATE
JUNE, 2021

During the month of June, 2021, our collections from members for 
dues was $8,466.97.  Interest on savings for June was $5.07.  During 
June we paid $571.40 for a luncheon meeting at Tiburon, $349.35 for 
postage, ink, paper, printed checks and electronic filing costs for our 
annual tax return covering the fiscal year period ending May 31, 
2021.  Additionally, annual zoom meeting costs contracted for the 
ensuing 12 month period was $200.00 and we paid $10 for a Mass 
for Fr. Craig Loecker.  At the end of June there was a balance in our 
checking account of $6,115.93, $200.00 in a brokerage account with 
Edward Jones and $71,355.59 in our savings account.  The savings 
account balance, however, included $13,630.97 from our annual Golf 
and Tennis outing which will soon be disbursed to the Pines Country 
Club for associated expenses of $5,025.25 and the balance of 
approximately $8,600.00 to a charity designated by the Archdiocese.  
Thus, after these expenses, our savings account will have a balance 
of approximately $57,700.00.

Report prepared by Jerry Smith, Trustee

http://email.robly.com/ls/click?upn=ehLZJIe5Mzu-2FkNJRoAXrXlWNCADSDgiUMnsrtFnvhSYCdjftya2mOnxCevRtLg-2FjluZwP-2FfhY5EFNiMMAikum8JNSR8BGQeKmBky6eCzmYkJIJC5B96AS-2FzsFSw9ARk-2F1g2J-2F8BkEh3k8YzYJbHLUw-3D-3Dz4Md_ADW5nDQdDAXgsN-2FpBBMsW1Qp3MsdkxmuLOmH-2BcrcJhT45x3xTICyBnqiGbYau-2BmqdyOC-2F07IQMBsdIi-2BYyyUdXQ-2Fs0lvOeZuUnZTlWjUpjGyJGFcEAagkmsQ4txVQ67Kau8mPH4yjkAuJ1q8y8OT4Tjy3R6xocjgJYE8ufRTIrffwd3K-2BHqt0EiZz09d-2F2OVTtiG8-2FdtZMbFR8CmXeylzOx6xY7IHtacHPnQcjovKytWclC8Evwpx3Dj5vK3fjUq4SOGH1cELpxIN4oQxeNrqa69FGF9kaBaPuKk407Gqksg4nYy-2B6ZqxHEFYUOz4ri4Zl9OB4o9HxGNHJKV-2B1RVviN0Arkdap3dLmqtoUxmxtSWv7v-2BFlWssNUdJmsmakZKR3RlcFQmJP2AFeHTih3hkBTLrx0NnlQDHI9k2xFw2TrTbHujewHGNzCDFXLWJb9dB2tlGfw6ugpf1N9prHnk3w-3D-3D
http://email.robly.com/ls/click?upn=ehLZJIe5Mzu-2FkNJRoAXrXlWNCADSDgiUMnsrtFnvhSYCdjftya2mOnxCevRtLg-2FjluZwP-2FfhY5EFNiMMAikum8JNSR8BGQeKmBky6eCzmYkJIJC5B96AS-2FzsFSw9ARk-2F1g2J-2F8BkEh3k8YzYJbHLUw-3D-3Dz4Md_ADW5nDQdDAXgsN-2FpBBMsW1Qp3MsdkxmuLOmH-2BcrcJhT45x3xTICyBnqiGbYau-2BmqdyOC-2F07IQMBsdIi-2BYyyUdXQ-2Fs0lvOeZuUnZTlWjUpjGyJGFcEAagkmsQ4txVQ67Kau8mPH4yjkAuJ1q8y8OT4Tjy3R6xocjgJYE8ufRTIrffwd3K-2BHqt0EiZz09d-2F2OVTtiG8-2FdtZMbFR8CmXeylzOx6xY7IHtacHPnQcjovKytWclC8Evwpx3Dj5vK3fjUq4SOGH1cELpxIN4oQxeNrqa69FGF9kaBaPuKk407Gqksg4nYy-2B6ZqxHEFYUOz4ri4Zl9OB4o9HxGNHJKV-2B1RVviN0Arkdap3dLmqtoUxmxtSWv7v-2BFlWssNUdJmsmakZKR3RlcFQmJP2AFeHTih3hkBTLrx0NnlQDHI9k2xFw2TrTbHujewHGNzCDFXLWJb9dB2tlGfw6ugpf1N9prHnk3w-3D-3D
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DATE NAME YEAR
July 1 Rev. Paul J. Fangman 2010

2  Rev. T. H. Albert Walbum 1903
  Msgr. Edward Gleeson 1954

3  Msgr. Henry Schoof 1933
  Msgr. Joseph B. Falke 1959
4  Most Rev. James M. O'Gorman 1874
  Deacon Ben Toscano 1993
7  Deacon Tom Valasek 2012
8  Rev. Joseph F. Lane 1980
  Deacon Richard Jizba 2019

11  Msgr. Bernard H. Lordemann 1960
12  Most Rev. Gerald T. Bergan 1972
  Msgr. Anthony S. Kluthe 1974

14  Rev. Francis Szczepuchowski 1939
15  Rev. Timothy F. O'Callaghan 1937
  Deacon Jim Brich 2015

16  Rev. Walter F. Flynn 1966
18  Rev. Casmir Renner 1924
  Rev. Raymond Ireland S.J. 1964
  Rev. Adrian J. Van Veen 1980

19  Rev. Michael F. Gluba 1958
  Deacon Robert Shoemaker 1998

21  Rev. Fred Uhing 1892
  Msgr. Michael A. Quinn 1970

23  Deacon Bob Flesch 2018
26  Deacon George Buglewicz 1997
27  Rev. Ernest R. Halemba 1982
  Rev. Robert J. Smith 2015

28  Rev. Michael Barrett 1918
Aug.2 Rev. August A. Ziesel 1964

3  Deacon Rinold ter Kuile 2015
6  Rev. Clement Beyersdorfer 1953
  Rev. John A. Kunkel 1956

   Continued on page 13

   
DATE NAME YEAR
Aug. 6 Rev. John P. Downey 1996

 Rev. John E. Vernon 2008
  Rev. Michael P. Conley 2019

7  Rev. Duane W. Lukes 1998
8  Rev. Anthony Birnbach 1941
  Rev. Joseph Rose 1960
  Rev. George Mikulski 1963
  Rev. John J. O'Brien 1985
  Rev. Thomas Allen, O.S.B 1989

11  Rev. James F. Buschelman 1986
12  Rev. Edward J. Hunkeler 2011
16  Deacon Bob Baker 1995
17  Rev. Daniel B. Leary 1956
  Rev. Michael Stagno 1960

18  Rev. Ferdinand Krings 1936
  Rev. Francis X. Renner 1950
  Deacon Carl Perrin 2014

19  Msgr. Bernard A. Sinne 1961
20  Rev. Carl J. Peter 1991
21  Rev. William C. Kleffman 1997
23  Rev. Clement Stratmann 1942
25  Msgr. Charles Strassberger 1969
  Msgr. Robert P. Burns 1976

26  Rev. Joseph P. Myers 1988
27  Rev. John V. Wallace 1917
29  Rev. Julius Rothkegel 1914
  Deacon Jerry Rettenmaier 2002
  Msgr. Robert P. Hupp 2003

30  Rev. Daniel F. Reifenrath 1984
31  Rev. Andrew Judge 1901
  Rev. William J. Hettinger 1991
  Rev. Edgar J. Wortman 2007
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DATE NAME YEAR
Sept.2 Rev. John S. Broz 1919

 Rev. Daniel E. Galas 2008
4  Rev. Robert H. Duffy 1958

  Deacon Al Ebsen 1990
  Msgr. Francis J. Hulsman 1997
  Rev. J. Kenneth Carl 2001

5  Deacon Carl Miller 2013
6  Msgr. Joseph Bosheck 1965
7  Deacon Leo Zimmer 1984
  Rev. Stanislaus Golik 2009
9  Rev. Joseph Chundelak 1918
  Msgr. Herman J. Kaup 1981

12  Rev. Peter C. Gannon 1934
  Deacon Richard McNeil 2015

13  Rev. Louis J. Demers 1989
15  Rev. Michael Byrne 1942
  Rev. Roger F. Hayes 1958
  Msgr. John A. Flynn 1997

16  Rev. Leo Frank Mainzer 1939
18  Rev. John J. Flood 1902
  Rev. Anthony Folta 1937

20  Rev. Hugh F. Gately 1971
  Rev. Peter F. Burke 1980
  Deacon John Schoberg 1992
  Rev. Jerome H. Dickes 2008

21  Rev. William Klein 1974
  Rev. Francis A. Moreci 2003

22  Rev. John J. O'Sullivan 1937
  Rev. Stanislaus J. Zukowski 1962

23  Deacon Daniel Mendick 2000
24  Rev. Patrick Brophy 1924
  Rev. Vaclav Kovar 1998

25  Rev. Jeremiah J. O'Callaghan 1906
  Rev. Stephen L. Dowd 1940

26  Rev. Aloysius L. Brucker 1944
  Rev. Gentil Vermuellen 1955
  Rev. Paul J. Schwaab 1999

27  Rev. Patrick Moran 1939
30  Deacon William Barnes 2019

June, 2021

Board Members - Serra Cub of West Omaha

President! ! Jolene Jefferies! ! 521-0717
President-Elect! Open
Chaplin! ! Fr. Frank Baumert! ! 493-2186
Secretary ! ! Mary Ann Casey ! ! 334-1044
Treasurer! ! John Fread! ! ! 981-9295
VP Vocations! ! Judy Huber! ! ! 510-1274
VP Programs! ! Jill Hain! ! ! 405-5147
VP Membership ! John Lingo! ! ! 290-4670
VP Events! ! Stacey Floersch!             212-3348
VP Communications   Deacon Bob Hamilton!! 699-4063
El Camino Editor! Mary Ann Casey ! ! 334-1044
Webmaster! ! Open
Historian! ! Kathy Sibbernsen! ! 201-4430
Trustee! ! Karen Stevens! ! 639-7198
Trustee! ! Bob Fell! ! ! 333-6322
Trustee! ! Jerry Smith! ! ! 289-2969

God is always calling men to the 
priesthood, religious life and the 
Permanent Diaconate, and women 
to religious life.  Helping them to 
hear that call is the most 
important role that you can play.


