
1

 El Camino
        News from the Serra Club of West Omaha -- June, 2020
                                www.westomaha.serranebraska.org

    My concern is not whether God is on our side, my greatest concern is to be on God’s 
                                       side, for God is always right .    Abraham Lincoln

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE          HIGHLIGHTS FROM CHAPLAINS MEETING REFLECTIONS

UPCOMING EVENTS:

July 20	
 In-Person Lunch Meeting - Tiburon Golf Club - Strategic  
	
 Planning Draft Up-Date - Jolene Jefferies	

July 27	
 Zoom Prayer Meeting
Aug. 2	
 Seminarian Sendoff - (Not open to the public)
Aug. 3	
 Serra Meeting - Zoom Meeting-speaker TBA
Aug. 10 	
Zoom Prayer Meeting
Aug. l2	
 Serra Board Meeting
Aug. 17	
No Meeting (moved to August 31- evening Mass) 	

Aug. 24	
Zoom Prayer Meeting
Aug. 31	
5:30 Mass at Holy Cross Parish-brief meeting to follow
Sept. 7	
 No Meeting - Labor Day
Sept. 9	
 Serra Board Meeting
Sept. 14	
Zoom Prayer Meeting
Sept. 21	
Golf and Tennis Outing (probably will be postponed) - if so, we 
	
 will schedule a speaker via Zoom
Sept. 27	
Priesthood Sunday
Sept. 28	
Zoom Prayer Meeting
Oct, 5	
 Noon Meeting - Speaker and Location TBA
Oct. 19	
 Holy Hour with Archbishop Lucas - St. James Catholic Church

June 2020

April 20, 2020 - Fr. Baumert gave the reflection. During this past week we 
have been hearing from the Acts of 
the Apostles.  In the reading from the 
Acts of the Apostles chapter 2 it tells 
of the many wonders and signs 
which were  accomplished through 
the apostles.  All were together and 
everything they had was in common.  
They would sell their property and 
possessions and divide them among 
all according to need.  The apostles 
enjoyed favor with their people and 
every day the Lord added to the 
number being saved.   The Holy Spirit was very much in the apostles at 
           Continued on page 2

2020 marks the 32nd 
anniversary of the Serra Club 
of West Omaha. Thirty charter 
members, many who are still 
with us today, laid a solid 
foundation and today, we are 
nearly 100 members strong.  
We’ve been so blessed by our 
Catholic faith and all the 
priests, seminarians, deacons 
and religious who serve 
Christ’s Holy Church here in 
the Archdiocese of Omaha.  

Our Serrans are genuine about 
our Catholic faith and committed to working hard for our cause for 
vocations.  

As your new President, I’ve spent a lot of time thinking about the 
rich history and depth of our club and all that has been 
accomplished over the years.  What we do matters and every 
member matters.  We want to carry this legacy forward for many 
more years to come.  Under the leadership of Julia Palzer as our 
President last year, a much-needed discussion about the future of 
our club and of vocations in our Archdiocese was raised.  Julia 
challenged us with some thought-provoking questions about our 
mission.  Our board members realized we needed to undertake an 
intentional strategic planning effort for a number of necessary 
reasons.  So in late January this year, the Board asked our Serra 
members to complete a strategic planning survey.

While progress was being made on compiling the results of the 
strategic planning survey, in March our country was hit with an 
unexpected and unprecedented pandemic, the coronavirus.  Who 
would have ever anticipated this would be our 2020?   Who would 
have ever thought that there would be a time where we wouldn’t 
have access to receiving the Precious Body and Blood of Jesus in 
the Holy Eucharist?  Or that we would be attending “virtual” 
Masses?  And we wouldn’t be allowed to be at the hospital with a 
sick or dying loved one?  That Zoom would be a household name 
    Continued on page 2
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where families “visit” each other through the computer or Internet 
TV screen?  And so much more?  The change and uncertainty that 
COVID-19 has caused throughout our whole world is truly 
unbelievable.  

And, as if the coronavirus isn’t enough, we now see many cities 
across the US experiencing violent riots and civil unrest.  Who would 
have ever thought that we would see our patron saint’s statues being 
torn down and destroyed, and one of St. Junipero’s historic mission 
churches in California burned to a shell?  These situations are indeed 
worrisome, yet our Lord tells us throughout scripture, “Do not be 
afraid.”  Now more than ever we need Jesus, our Catholic faith, much 
prayer, more priests and consecrated religious serving our Church, 
and more committed lay Catholics to join us as Serrans in our 
important missionary work.  Our future depends on it!

Throughout all of this, I’ve been reflecting on how we’ve been 
affected as a Serra Club.  We have had to shift and change and 
respond to so much that is out of our control.  And we continue to 
face many unknowns. Who would have thought we’d be unable to 
meet in person for several months? Or that we’d be meeting and 
praying with each other through Zoom?  That we’d be relying on 
technology in ways like we never expected?  And many of this year’s 
Serra events would be cancelled or postponed?  

So where do we go from here with the uncertainty of what still lies 
ahead?  Obviously, we are in a “Year of Change.”  Just prior to the 
kickoff of our new fiscal year, I was awakened during the night when 
our Lord put on my heart that given all this change, our club needs to 
be consecrated to Jesus of Divine Mercy, Our Lady of Guadalupe and 
St. Junipero Serra.  The next morning, I arose and called Father Frank 
Baumert, our gracious Chaplain, and asked if he would write a 
consecration prayer so we could put the care and protection of our 
Serra Club into these Holy Hands.  As a Serra Club, we can seize this 
time as an opportunity to continue forging forward, as St. Junipero 
Serra says….”Always Forward, Never Back!”….to a better future 
ahead.  We know and can trust that our Lord uses all things for good.  
Let us not waste this open window that lie before us.

This year, in God’s providence and with the aid of the Holy Spirit 
guiding us, we will continue the process of strategic planning and 
change management.  The results of the strategic planning survey 
were shared on May 18 through a Zoom meeting and a summary 
report was sent to all members via email.  Just last week, on July 20 
our club met in-person at Tiburon and we reviewed a draft five-year 
strategic plan.  By early September, we should have the strategic plan 
finalized and approved by the Board.  Then we will prepare an Annual 
Operating Plan for 2020-2021. 
    Continued on page 3
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that time.  They knew Jesus had died and had risen from the dead.  They 
all understood on different levels.  The Holy Spirit helped the people 
understand that this was true.  We need to make people understand.  It’s 
not just a movie, we can’t let people write this off.  No one else has ever 
risen from the dead.  No one else has done all of these miracles.  

May 4, 2020 - Fr. Baumert gave the reflection.  Father said church was 
open this morning at St. Thomas More and many of the parishioners 
were there for Mass, somewhat smaller numbers than usual.  He said it 
felt like the people were refugees coming back in Poland, after having 
underground Masses.  It was a strange feeling. It made him think of all 
the people who had to do that over the years to keep their faith.  
Thinking back to St. Peter and how he tried to gather the people 
together.  Also Maximillan Kolbe when they were in prison,  living in 
danger and the joy of being together and feeling the support.  One of the 
important things we do as Serrans is to pray for our Priests.  We can 
have faith in Jesus as we attend Mass via technology, but not being able 
to receive the Eucharist which is one of the greatest tools God has given.  

As  people start getting back to Mass we need to pray for our Priests and 
for vocations.  One of our Priests said on FaceBook that people over 65 
should stay home.  If you are a Priest over 65 you still need to come.  
80% of our Priests in Omaha are over 65.  We need to pray for 
vocations.  

5-18-2020 - Fr. Baumert gave the reflection.  We are about to celebrate 
the Ascension of our Lord into his glory.  As he leaves he gives the 
apostles a command to go out into the world to teach and to baptize.  He 
also tells them he will be with them always.  It is important for us to 
realize this, otherwise we just think he is going into his glory and 
leaving us on our own.  We need to listen to him.  We don’t get to go 
into the glory of heaven now, we have a lot of work to do, much 
suffering is required.  That is where the Serra Club comes in.  We can 
help young men and women who might be discerning a vocation to the 
Priesthood or religious life.  After the Ascension we have Pentecost 
coming up and we need to ask the Holy Spirit to guide our young 
people.  Father finished his talk by leading us in the Serra Prayer for 
Vocations.

June 1, 2020 -  Fr. Baumert was our speaker for this meeting.  

June 15, 2020 - Father Baumert gave the reflection after leading the 
group in prayer.  He said this past week there have been a number of 
first communions at his parish.  It was strange for the children -- wearing 
masks and being distanced.  Their parents had not been in church for a 
couple of months, everything seemed strange.  It makes it difficult for 
the young people in terms of vocations. Everything is so different.  We 
        Continued on page 3
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Given the current circumstances and because many of our meetings are 
online and several events have been cancelled, the Board has approved 
a temporary dues reduction through the end of May 2021.  Going 
forward, the Board has decided that we will maintain the first Monday 
of the month as a lunch meeting. However, the meeting for the third 
Monday of the month will now become a regularly-scheduled Monday 
evening Mass at a local parish (we will rotate parishes each month for a 
Mass).  After Mass, we will have a brief business meeting and social 
mixer in a meeting room at the parish.  The purpose in doing this is to 
create an opportunity to pray and celebrate Mass together as Serrans, to 
have a visible presence in our parishes, to invite individuals and 
families to attend Mass and the meeting with us, and to reignite a new 
fervor in parishes to start up and/or build up their Parish Vocation 
Committees.  This year, we will focus on connecting more closely with 
parishes as we seek ways to work with their Vocations Committees, and 
we will initiate quarterly virtual and/or in-person “best practice” 
information sharing sessions with members of these parish teams.  
Ultimately, we seek to create a formal Serra award program 
acknowledging and recognizing parishes for their efforts at creating a 
culture of vocations in their churches.

More change is sure to come ahead as we face an election year while 
this virus and civil unrest is still lurking among us.  This will require us 
to face our fears while we continually discover new opportunities.  As 
faithful Catholics, we can combat our fears only with Jesus leading us.  
We can rely on and deepen our relationship with God, especially with 
the Eucharist and through persistent daily prayer, and work alongside 
our fellow Serrans and community of believers as we continue the 
important work of vocations.  

The Gospel calls us to stretch ourselves and try new things, not to 
remain stuck and stagnant in familiar ways. We are asked to live life 
more deliberately, radically, and intentionally. We are asked to leave the 
familiar behind and learn to live with changing, and often limiting, 
human structures. We cannot get too caught up in the physical, 
ideological, or structural systems we are used to. The Holy Spirit 
always leads and guides us. If we trust this, we will find ourselves 
doing things we never thought we could do!

May God continue to bless all Serrans and the work we do!

Jolene Jefferies
2020-2021 President
Serra Club of West Omaha

June 2020

Continued from page 2
need to keep praying and ask the Holy Spirit to help  in focusing his 
people back into serving his kingdom.  He said the kids are like the 
“older people”.  They are worried about everything.  It’s like war time.  
We really need God.

Ordination -St. Cecilia’s Cathedral- 6-6-2020
Fr. Mauricio Tovar,  Archbishop Lucas and 

Fr. Zachary Tucker
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events for the feast days, especially the Blessed Mother.  During lent 
they gave up TV. They prayed the rosary every night.  They always had 
an Advent wreath.  At that time the Magnificat was not available and her 
father would bring home a missal  from church and find readings to 
share with the family.  They didn’t decorate for Christmas until they lit 
the pink candle on the advent wreath.  The family had meals together.  
They prayed for the Priests.

They attended Sunday Mass and Catholic education was stressed.    She 
and her siblings all went to  Catholic high school.  There were Catholic 
images in their home.  There was a crucifix and pictures of the Blessed 
Mother.  Pictures of first communion, etc. were displayed.  Her mother 
felt these things were important, in part due to the fact she chose to 
come back to the faith.  

The Blessed Mother had the biggest influence on her vocation.  That is 
how mom’s work.  The Blessed Mother has so many graces to offer.  
She could have entered any order, but she is a Marian sister.  The 
Blessed Mother has influenced her entire vocation. She said we need to 
instill this in our children and grand children.  

Fr. Baumert asked that she talk a little about her order.  The Marian 
Sisters were founded in 1954.  The founders escaped communism and 
lived through World War II.    They originated in Europe.  They have 
strong Czech roots and strong Franciscan roots. They were invited to 
Lincoln by the Bishop. The 60’s and 70’s were very hard, they had to 
become a new community.  They became the Marian Sisters.  Their 
charism is to do God’s will joyfully as Mary would.  

Sister was asked what type of work they do.  They work in health care, 
education, social work, etc.  They work at St. Gianna’s home for 
women.  Some teach in the high school and grade schools. Their 
ministry is defined to do God’s will.  They do things for the Bishop.  
When Bishop Connoly came he needed a secretary and they took on that 
job. They do cleaning, etc.  Whatever is needed.  

There are 10 sisters in formation.  2 are postulants, 4 novices and 5 or 6 
in process.  In all there are 42 in their convent.  The oldest will turn 89 
this month.  They have taught in David City and Wahoo. Some of the 
sisters have been sent to teach at the Benedictine college in Kansas and 
some are working in Springfield, MO, in the bible belt.  She said she is 
no longer shy.  She was also bad in spelling and grammar and she is an 
English teacher.   The Lord, in his grace, can do great things.  

Sister was asked about Villa Marie -- it is a school for special needs 
children. It is a boarding school - about half of the students go home at 
night.  When the sisters originally came to Lincoln they worked in the 
St. Thomas orphanage.  As the orphanage was phased out, they opened a 
boarding school.  They have 15 to 20 students, depending on the level of
care they need.  They have fund raisers to help with expense.

SPEAKERS
April 6, 2020  - There was not a scheduled meeting.  Our group had 
planned to attend the Chrism Mass.  We were not able to attend due to 
the Coronavirus, however the Mass was live-streamed.

April 20, 2020 - No speaker - this was test meeting to see if we could 
meet via Zoom.  Julia asked that we all pray for our club.  She said she 
has been praying to Mother Angelica.    

Speaker - May 4, 2020 - Mother Ann Marie 
Zierke, M.S., is a member of Marian Sisters 
of the Diocese of Lincoln. Originally from 
Lincoln, Nebraska, she entered the 
community in 1998 and professed first vows 
in 2000 and final vows in 2005. Mother Ann 
Marie is a graduate of Benedictine College, 
she studied Secondary Education and 
English. She has taught both Theology and 
English for 14 years, grades 8-12. She 
completed her master’s degree from Notre 
Dame Graduate School of Christendom 
College. She was recently elected as Mother 
Superior to the Marian Sisters, she is a sports 

fan and enjoys reading, knitting and being with her sisters. 

Mother Ann Marie is from Lincoln. She feels she has a strong 
connection with Omaha.  Her sister belongs to St. Gerald’s in Ralston 
and she has a brother who lives in Papillion.  Growing up her family 
felt normal but was far from normal.  Her mother is a re-vert and her 
father is a convert.  When they were married her mother was Catholic, 
her father was not  It wasn’t until she and her older sister were baptized 
Lutheran, her dad decided he didn’t want a two-religion family and he 
became Catholic.  Their influence was important.  She went to school at 
St Patrick’s in Lincoln.  The school was small and close to their home. 
The Priest and some of the sisters and the school principal would come 
to their house for dinner.  She had an early influence of Priests and 
religious in her life and she realized they were real people.  When she 
went to high school at Pius she felt lost. It was a big school and she got 
lost in the crowds.  She was very shy and quiet.  She didn’t want to be 
called on in class.  At one point she attended a conference and there was 
an altar call asking if there was anyone who might consider dedicating 
their lives to God.  She raised her hand but when asked to go to the 
front of the gym she quickly put her hand down.   In the back of her 
mind the Holy Spirit was telling her she should be there.  It felt like a 
call.   During high school the Lord was knocking at her door and she 
knew he had a plan for her.  She continued to hear the call throughout 
high school. Her parents did a really good job of fostering her vocation.  
They talked about how important all vocations are and that she needed 
to discern what God wanted her to do with her life.  Her parents had big

Continued on page 5
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She is a big fan of David City Aquinas and cheered them on to a major upset.  Sister said attending the sporting events also provides a presence.  
The students realize the nuns are “real” people. It is another opportunity for evangelizing. She said it is hard for their group not to have sports on 
TV.  They had a super bowl party.  She said she loves baseball.  

Sister was asked how they reach out to young women.  She said they have a Vocation’s Director who normally goes to vocation conferences to 
answer questions.  Some of their sisters are sent to the Benedictine College and that is helpful.  Young women seem to need to get to maturity and 
college seems to be the time to talk to them.  They make themselves present at SEEK and FOCUS events.  They also work on-line to make contact 
with young women.  

There was a question of what parents can do to keep the peace with their children home and parents working from home, etc.  Sister said kids 
appreciate honesty especially from sixth to 12th grade and parents need to let them know that they are stressed and struggling as well.  When it 
comes to prayers, need to set some quiet time.  Having a Holy Hour would be a great idea or even try a half-hour of quiet time to pray.   Kids need 
some time to be alone and to be quiet.   We try to keep them away from any type of suffering.  Things tend to amplify in these times.  We need to 
let them know suffering is a real thing and and we all need to be honest about our feelings.  
  
Sister was asked how their group remains so young and vibrant.  So many orders are in decline and only have older members.  She said 1)  by the 
grace of God they have survived some tumultuous times during the 50’s and 60’s.  The Bishop kept them on a tight reign.  2)  She said they have 
always worn habits -- they have changed somewhat over the years.  The habits remind people of who they are.  3) Dedication to prayer.  They pray 
together and are accountable.

Fr. Baumert said young people today are looking for something to belong to.  They want community.  If people don’t belong to something specific, 
why belong.  They want to make a difference.  Father closed with a prayer for perseverance.  He asked us to pray for the members who could not 
join us today and that we all stay healthy.  He also asked that we pray for the Archdiocese and our Priests as they try to re-open our churches and to 
keep us safe.  

May 18, 2020 -   John Lingo spoke briefly regarding the recent survey.  He thanked the Executive Committee for their work.  55 surveys were 
returned.  Jolene spent a minimum of 30 minutes inputing each questionnaire into the computer.  This was a huge undertaking.  We are talking 
about change, some small and some larger.  One of the driving issues is that we need to recruit younger members.  The results of the survey have 
been sent to all members. It will take  some time to soak all of this in.  It is hoped to set up a 5-year plan and to move slowly.  We will need the 
help of the Holy Spirit and all of our club members.

Speaker: Jolene Jefferies:  She  started her talk by thanking everyone for their input.   We currently have 95 
paying members.  The West Omaha club started with 31 members.  We have had the strength to continue 32 
years.  Every member is valued and appreciated.  We face a lot of external and internal changes.  It is becoming 
more and more difficult to get members to accept leadership roles.  Many of our members have served in a 
leadership capacity and don’t wish to do so again. Our succession plan is at risk.   The culture has changed.  We 
are in the digital age and need to make use of that to attract younger members.  Many feel the dues are too high.  
Our current meeting schedule does not work for people who are still employed.  

The mission of the Serra club is -- l.) to foster and promote new vocations; 2.) to affirm existing vocations and 3.) 
to increase holiness.  The need for strategic planning – – a strong desire to continue our club’s 32 year history of 
success.  Our culture is increasingly secular and toxic toward religious vocations. It’s not just Priests, but 
consecrated religious as well. Rapid changes in technology and increasing use of digital media also present 
problems. 

In December 2019 a survey questionnaire was developed with 14 key areas noted. In January 2020 the survey was sent to members and in 
February 2020 a half-day strategic planning session was held.   
  Continued on page 6
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Results of the survey:  55 members completed the survey -- this 
constituted a 58% response rate to the survey. The average age at the 
time of joining Serra is 60. Median age at time of joining Serra is 65. 
Years of service: 42% of the respondents have five or less years of 
service, 25% have 6 to 10 years, 20% have 11 to 20 years, and 13% of 
the respondents have 21 or more years of service. Average years of 
service is 10, median years of service is 8.

Why become a  Serran?  Most responded to promote catholic 
vocations, recruit and support seminarians, Priests and religious.  
Also, engage as part of a strong Catholic community, develop deeper 
individual spirituality. Working in and for our church on a broader 
scale.   Most felt we were doing what we set out to do. Mission – most 
feel they have a comprehensive understanding of the three objectives 
that are part of our mission. Many Serrans feel we have acceptable 
success with our objectives but success is hard to measure. Serving 
Serra -- many members have previously served on the board or in 
various leadership rules. 

Would a VP for a partnership provide value?  Some felt this would be 
a good idea, however, others were undecided. Would people be 
willing to work with their parishes  to create vocation awareness?  33 
individuals provided their names and agreed they would be willing to 
work within parishes to create  vocation awareness.  Member dues – a 
good portion of our dues are spent on lunches – – over $100,000 in 10 
years. Most feel dues are a barrier to membership particularly for 
younger people with families.   Additional fees are charged for events 
which discourages attendance at these events. Most feel we should not 
increase our dues.   Several comments indicated dues should be 
decreased.   Some believe we should offer varying levels of dues. We 
may need to consider new ways to generate revenue to better support 
our mission and all our clubs activities and events to lessen pressure 
on members and to fund gifts to Priests and religious. 

Meetings – some feel two lunch meetings per month are not 
necessary. There were suggestions to alternate and have one lunch 
meeting and one evening meeting to accommodate members various 
needs and schedules and to attract younger working members with 
families.  Some think we have great speakers, some want to primarily 
hear from Priests with focus on their vocation stories some feel our 
meetings should focus more on the development of member’s 
individual spirituality. 42 who completed the survey indicated they 
regularly attend club meetings. 

Partnerships -- many feel our focus on partnership should  
intentionally target organizations where we can reach and inspire 
youth for religious life perhaps parish vocation committees, JP II 
Newman Center, camp veritas, etc. Knights of Columbus can help us 
reach younger prospects with families. Much of the current work and 
focus of our partnerships is done to support and affirm existing 
seminarians and religious vs fostering new vocations. 

Events -- the top four events which are most attended are the 
induction Mass and dinner, women of consecrated life brunch, 
seminarian Christmas dinner and pre-ordination dinner. The most 
favored event is the seminarian Christmas dinner. Cost of dinners and 
events:  We currently charge separate fees for dinners and events. 

Fundraising – golf/tennis sponsorships are successful.  The annual 
appeal is successful. Leverage opportunities to fund raise with the 
women’s brunch targeting on Serrans and Catholic businesses. Board 
communications -- could perhaps improve communications such as a 
simple update in the newsletter and very brief financial update at each 
meeting. Perhaps a summary of monthly board meetings could be 
provided to members. Newsletter and email communications:  Most 
enjoy the newsletter and read it.  As noted above and a very brief 
summary of finances similar to what is seen in a parish bulletin could 
be added. Provide a short summary in the newsletter about each event 
e.g.  how many attended, highlights etc.  Email communications are 
helpful. 

Where do we go from here? Strategic planning team will meet for a 
half day planning session.   This will consist of the 2019/2020 and 
2020/21 board members.  A draft of a 3 to 5 year strategic plan will be 
developed. Draft plan will be to presented at a future club meeting in 
late July. Final plan approved mid August. Implement through an 
annual operating plan. Any changes will be implemented slowly in 
small increments and on a pilot basis.  Note:  The slides used in 
presenting this information were sent out to members.  If 
questions, please contact one of the board members.

June 1, 2020 -  Father Frank 
was our speaker for this 
meeting.  He opened the 
meeting with the Serran Prayer 
for Vocations and a prayer of 
consecration to The Divine 
Mercy, Our lady of Guadalupe 
and St. Junipero Serra.  There 
was a brief business meeting 
and Jolene presented a Past-

President plaque and pin to Julia Palzer and thanked her for her hard 
work this past year.  It was noted the Golf and Tennis Outing for June 
was cancelled and there are plans to re-schedule for September 21 at 
the Pines Golf Course.  The pre-ordination dinner is cancelled.  Two 
ordinations will be held next weekend -- Zachary Tucker and 
Mauricio Tovar.  A $200.00 check and a card was sent to each. This 
will be an invitation only event.   It was previously noted that the  
seminarian send-off picnic would be cancelled, however, Stacey 
recently talked with Kathie Weinfurtner and it is now scheduled for 
August 2nd.   Bob Campney installed the Board Members for the 
2020/2021 board.  Fr. Baumert offered a prayer for the upcoming year.  
Continued on page 7
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 Rev. Frank Baumert was born on September 12, 1952, and was raised on a farm five miles northwest of Howells, NE.  At the age of 13 he 
went to St. John Vianney High School Seminary in Elkhorn, NE, which is now Mount Michael.    He then attended St. John Vianney 
Seminary at St. Thomas College in St. Paul, MN.   He spent four more years at St. Thomas Seminary in Denver, CO for Theology training 
and received a M.Div.

He has been assigned to many parishes and hospitals.  He was a deacon at St. Bernard's for six months.  His first assignment as a priest was 
at St. Pius X from 1978-81.  He was at St. John Vianney in Millard from 1981-84.   He was at St. Peter's Parish in Omaha and worked at 
Lutheran Hospital from 1984-85.  He was head chaplain at Bergan Mercy Hospital and in residence at St. Leo's Parish from 1985-88.  He 
was the priest chaplain at Children's and Methodist Hospital and was Associate Pastor at Christ the King from 1988-90.  At the same time, he 
was also training seminarians at St. Joseph's Hospital during the summers.   He went to rural Nebraska and was pastor at St. Boniface in 
Menominee, NE from 1990-93.  During that time, he was also a part-time chaplain at Sacred Heart Hospital in Yankton, SD.  From 1991-92 
he was pastor at St. John the Baptist in Fordyce, NE.  He was pastor at St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Neligh, NE and St. Theresa of Avila in 
Clearwater, NE from 1992-98.  He was pastor at St. Michael's Parish in Albion, NE from 1998-2005.  He was also pastor at St. Edward's in 
St. Edward, NE from 1999-2000.  He was pastor at St. John the Baptist in Petersburg, NE from 2000-2005.  Then it was back to Omaha to be 
pastor at Holy Name Parish from 2005-2012.  He was also pastor at St. Richard from 2007-2009.  Most recently he was at St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton Parish in Omaha from 2012 until 2019.            

He has worked with Engaged Encounter for almost 40 years.   He worked with Beginning Experience for widowed and divorced Catholics 
for many years.   He has worked with Christians Encounter Christ for many years.  As of July, 2019, he is assigned as pastor of St. Thomas 
More Parish.  In case you are wondering, he goes by Fr. Frank.

Father Baumert began his talk by saying every time he talks about his vocation, it is different.  In thinking back, so much is involved as God 
was working in him.  Father said “he was born at an early age”, and he was baptized when he was one week old.  The Priest and his father 
got into an argument regarding his name.  His dad said it had to be Frank, not Francis.  The Priest said Frank was not a saint’s name.  His 
middle name is Joseph, so his dad won out.  When it came time for his first reconciliation, he had been sick for about a month with ear aches. 
He was allergic to antibiotics and when his mom finally took him to the doctor he had a perforated ear drum.  He missed the reconciliation 
for his class and they had to ask the Priest to come in from working in his back yard to hear his confession.  He received his first communion 
and he was still sick and had a fever when he was confirmed.  Those sacraments made his faith real and he feels they had more of impact on 
him because he was not well.  The faith of his parents was very impressive to him.  His mom sang in the choir from the time she was 13 
years old until she died.  His dad also sang in the choir.

When he was about 7 or 8 years old a missionary Priest came and talked about Our Mother of Perpetual Help.  The parish started having 
devotions every Saturday night and his family would go to the devotions.   He still has a devotion to the Mother of Perpetual Help.  He said 
his dad was a very social person.  Being on the farm was not an easy life, and going to the devotions was an outing for the family.  The parish 
had a box for prayer intentions by the picture of the Mother of Perpetual Help.  His dad said he asked to be a good husband and father and 
for a peaceful death.  That made a great impression on him.  He feels he owes God so much because of his parents,  He also felt the idea of 
commitment was natural.  His parents were so committed to their family.  Most of the family had been in the military and that sense of 
sacrifice was a reality in his family.  They were there for the sake of others. 

A missionary Priest came to their parish from Africa.  He was interested in hearing about the animals and thought he would like to become a 
missionary  That interest lagged when he realized he would have to learn another language. Up until the 7th grade, he assumed he would 
grow up and become a farmer.  When the students were to asked to draw who they thought they would be when they grew up, he drew 
himself as a farmer.  A lot of the boys drew themselves as Priests and the girls as Nuns.  He was always taught about becoming a Priest.  In 
the 8th grade he had a nun who was his math teacher.  She was a great teacher and kept them in line.  She always had them say a prayer for 
vocations.  The vocations prayer carried indulgences and if it was said for 31 days in a row, a plenary indulgence was gained.  Father made 
up his mind he was going to say the prayer for 31 days and get that indulgence.  It took awhile, but during that summer he managed to do it.   
At the end of that time he knew he wanted to be a Priest.  When he started 8th grade, he told his teacher (the nun) he was interested in 
becoming a Priest and she immediately took him to the office of the Priest.  He had not mentioned this to his parents and decided to tell his 
mom first.  She didn’t say too much and later she told his dad.               Continued on page 8

westomaha.serranebraska.org
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Continued from page 7
Having a dairy farm, they never left home.  When he was 13 years old 
his parents drove him to Elkhorn and dropped him off.  He was very 
excited, but terrified.   St. John Vianney was a seminary at that time and 
Father graduated from there 50 years ago.  There were over 40 who 
graduated in 1970 and there were only two ordained from that class.  
St. John Vianney seminary was closed shortly after that.  Father said he 
struggled with staying in seminary and felt he should take some time 
off.  He met with spiritual director who persuaded him that his college 
years would go more quickly.  He remembered thinking that it would 
take 12 years to become a Priest.  He agreed to continue and went to 
Minnesota.  He is a warm weather person and when he got to 
Minnesota he felt he would freeze to death.  He felt Mother Nature was 
out to kill him.  College was ok, but after four years he still felt like 
taking a year off.  He was told the years in seminary would go more 
quickly, which they did and he was ordained in 1978.  Everything since 
then has gone by very fast.  He has been at so many different parishes 
in the past 42 years.  When he thinks back to his years in the seminary, 
it seemed like an eternity.  He said he owes God for all of the blessings 
and he keeps receiving more and more blessings.

He was asked if he still works with the Omaha Police Dept.  He does 
take calls if needed.  He does not take  specific days.  He especially 
remembers Kerrie Orozco’s funeral as a very powerful experience. He 
felt the community really came together at that time.

Father said in about a month he will be taking on a new role.  Fr. Jeff 
Lorig will become Pastor of St. Joan of Arc and St. Thomas More 
parishes.  Father Baumert will be the Associate Pastor at both.  It is 
possible another parish will be added.  

Bob Campney thanked Father for his continued support.  He said even 
prior to becoming the Chaplin for the West Omaha Club, Father was 
always at the events sponsored by the club.  Father said he is an 
extrovert and he enjoys meeting the seminarians and those involved.  
The meeting ended with a prayer for our City.

June 15, 2020 - Father Bill Cremers- 
Fr. Cremers is an Associate Pastor at St. 
Patrick Parish in Fremont, St. Rose of 
Lima in Hooper, and St. Lawrence in 
Scribner.   He was ordained a priest last 
June after attending seminary at 
Conception Seminary College and 
Kenrick-Glennon Seminary.  He grew up 
in Columbus at St. Anthony parish.   He 
is extremely thankful for all of  the  
Serra Club’s support for vocations in the 
Archdiocese of Omaha.  He said he felt 

their support and prayers  during his 8 years in seminary and during his 
first year as a Priest.

He attend college at  Conception Seminary.  Fr. Ralph O’Donnell was 
the director of the seminary at the time.  He then went to Kenrick in St. 
Louis.  While in St. Louis he had a parish assignment, got to visit the 
elderly, worked with youth groups and helped with RCIA and Totus 
Tuus.  He spent time learning Spanish in Guatemala and he spent one 
summer working with Fr. Baumert at St. Elizabeth Anne’s.  The Lord 
confirmed his original call and he was ordained last year.

Living the Priesthood is certainly a different life.  He had an idea, but 
reality is totally different.   About a week before ordination Fr. Joe, 
Pastor at St. Isidore’s in Columbus, broke his hip.  After Fr. Bill was 
ordained he helped with  daily Masses there.  A friend contacted him 
regarding a group in Georgia needing a Priest for a Life Teen 
conference.  He was not sure if this was something good for him but he 
prayed and felt he should go and it was an awesome opportunity.  He 
worked with over 200 middle school kids, heard confessions and said 
Masses. He felt he learned so much more about what it was to be a 
Priest. 

Last July he began his assignment as Associate Pastor at St. Patrick’s 
parish in Fremont.  There are two other Priests -- Fr. Nolte is the Pastor 
and Fr. Nicholas Mishek.   He has worked with CEC groups.  He has 
been able to meet a lot of people.  He spends time with the students at 
Archbishop Bergan Catholic school. He gets to spend time with the 
Seniors in the Fall and enjoys the openness and support from the 
school.   It is interesting to see how our society effects our youth.  
Being able to work with them is a blessing.  In the grade schools he can 
teach about praying and to see their openness.  Fr. Nolte has asked for 
generosity as things have happened in society and this has been very 
powerful.  Being able to say Mass every day has been awesome.   Often 
they are hearing confession during Mass, people come for Mass not 
realizing confession is available.  To see the power of confession is 
overwhelming.  In January all of the Priests went to an Encounter 
conference in Toledo, Ohio which was focussed on prayer.  In February 
he had the opportunity to go to Rome.  This was the first time he had 
been to Rome and being able to go to an audience with the Pope and  
see some of the sites in Rome was very powerful.  He also was able to 
see the seminarians from our area who were training at the North 
American College.  

Father said every day he is obtaining grace and seeing what parish life 
is all about.  There can be so much brokenness in others.    Sometimes 
Priests are powerless and have to surrender to God’s graciousness.  In 
the midst of what is going on, things move slowly and we need to 
realize God works through others and we need to learn to accompany 
others on their journey.  In these past few months, with the pandemic, 
Fr. Nolte’s leadership has helped in so many ways.  They have reached 
out and provided over 500 home blessings. This was an awesome 
Continued on page 9
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  Continued from page 8
opportunity to connect with the parishioners.   They have established a calling tree to keep in contact with those living alone, etc., and  have 
been live streaming Masses.  Parishes are re-opening and Mass, confessions and first communions are happening.  Reflecting on the Catholic 
Church, people are realizing we take our faith for granted.  This year he has seen so much trust in God, the bigger the problems the more trust.  
God did not promise us a perfect life. We need to trust and take one day at a time.

Father was asked if any of the young men in the parishes have shown an interest or asked questions regarding a vocation.  He said in his 
experience at Totus Tuus he got to know some of the current seminarians. He was involved at St. Anthony’s and St. Bonn’s in Columbus before 
he entered the seminar. There are currently two young men from Columbus in seminary.

He said his parents provided a good example through prayer and trust.  He was asked how old he was when he first thought of  becoming Priest. 
He said he had small tugs in grade school.  Before his sophomore year Fr. Andrews   helped with confessions at a summer camp and asked him 
if he had thought a about becoming a Priest.  He said he told God if that is what he wanted, he would do it.  It took a couple of years but by his 
Senior year he felt the call.

Father was asked how the cluster model of churches is working out. He said his experience has been good.  The parishes had been  working 
together,  finding various ways to have Sunday Mass and help in other ways before the cluster was formed.  Fr. Nolte asked him to organize a 
Corpus Christi procession for the St. Rose and St. Lawrence parishes.  It started in the parking lot, but it was pretty warm and they ended up in 
the church.

Father Baumert asked how marriage prep was going via Zoom. He said he has worked with 2 couples.  He had his first in person meeting 
recently  He performed one marriage in November.  The next wedding  is scheduled in August.  

  

westomaha.serranebraska.org

Note:  Please consider joining us for prayer (via Zoom) on the 2nd and 4th Mondays 
--each month -- at noon.  We pray together for 30 to 40 minutes.  Please see page 1 
for the scheduled times of the prayer meetings.  An e-mail is sent out prior to each 
meeting with the  link to join the meeting.

Prayer is definitely needed during these trying times for our church and for our 
country. 

June 2020
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MEET A SEMINARIAN

:  

Luke Schmitz

Luke has just completed his Theology I year at Kenrick-Glennon 
Semnary in St. Louis,  Mo.  Luke’s potential ordination date is 
2023.  His hometown is Albion, Nebraska and his home parish is 
St. Michael - Albion.

Luke attended Northwest Missouri State University.  He 
discerned priesthood since he was in 3rd grade.  They had a 
prayer intention for an increase in vocations weekly at his parish.  
He thought one day “I might be the one”.  During his senior year 
he attended a retreat with the Newman Center on campus.  The 
call was there.

Due to Covid 19 Luke came back to Omaha in late March and 
has spent the past 3 1/2 months at the rectory of St. Vincent de 
Paul parish.    He completed his studies (and final tests) via 
video chat.  He has been lectoring at some of the Masses, doing 
some phone outreach to the homebound and helping with 
disinfecting the pews after Mass and helping out as needed.   
The Archdiocese also has arranged for him to partake in an 
online Spanish immersion program 3 days a week.

Luke is planning to return to St. Louis to continue his studies in 
August.  

 

Mihn Tran

Minh has spent the past year doing a Pastoral Year at St. 
Thomas More Parish.  His potential ordination date is 2022.  
His hometown is Papillion, NE and his home parish is St. 
Columbkille - Papillion

Mihn was born in Vietnam.  He became an altar boy at the age 
of 10.  He has a Bachelors degree in Accounting.  In 2010 he 
entered a religious order in Brazil. He came to visit a younger 
sister in Nebraska and decided to become a parish priest.  He 
has three brothers and three sisters.  His family, except for one 
sister, still live in Vietnam.

Mihn has enjoyed his pastoral year which started in June of 
2019.  He will be returning to seminary in San Antonia, TX in 
August.  Mihn said there are many things that the School of 
Theology or Seminary do not teach,  Working with the day-to-
day practical activities of the parish and school have given him 
new experiences.

He said the pastoral year has been a great way to strengthen 
his prayer life, bible reflection and learning from the 
experiences of others.  He has also had a chance to meet other 
priests in the Archdiocese and to share and learn from them.

Please keep Luke, Mihn and all of our Seminarians 
in your prayers as they return to their up-coming 
year of study

June 2020
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Pope Francis’
Prayer Intention 
July, 2020

Remember the West Omaha Serra Club when 
you update your will.  Estate planning is an 
easy way to make a lasting donation. See 
below

             SERRA  CLUB OF WEST OMAHA

Objectives
We are an organization of Catholic lay men and women who 
work to foster and promote vocations to the priesthood and 
consecrated religious life of the Catholic Church and to develop  
an appreciation of the priesthood and of all religious vocations 
in the Catholic Church.  We also strive to further Catholicism by 
encouraging members in fellowship and education to fulfill their 
Christian vocation to service.

Activities
...! Financial support for seminarians and novices.
...! Assistance to Archdiocesan Vocation Office.
...! Encourage attendance at the Serra District and 
! International conventions.
...! Appreciation Dinner for Priests hosted by Serrans 
! and spouses.
...! Appreciation Event for women of Consecrated Life
...! Summer picnic for Seminarians and their families 
! along with priests.
...! Pre-ordination dinner for seminarians and priests.
...! Chair Archbishop’s Committee for Lay Vocations.
...! Golf &Tennis Outing and Dinner for Archdiocesan 
! priests, brothers and seminarians.
...! Boys Town Dinner for those attending the Institute for 
! Priestly Formation.
...! New Member Induction Mass and Dinner,
...! E-mails, letter writing and cards to seminarians.
...! Support for parish vocations committees.
...! Organize “31” Clubs in Archdiocesan parishes
...! Development and maintenance of West Omaha !Serra 
! Membership Directory.
...! Development and maintenance of West Omaha !Serra 
! Website.
...! Seminarian Christmas Dinner.
...! College Connection for Catholics (CCC).
...! Seminary Visits.

History
The Serra Club of Omaha was chartered on October 7, 1951.  
By 1987 the Club had grown to more than 100 members and, 
with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, established a second club 
in the West Omaha area.
The Serra Club of West Omaha received its charter from Serra 
International on February 11, 1988 with 31 members.

June 2020

Our Family:

We pray that today’s families be accompanied 
with love, respect and guidance.

Have you considered including your Serra Club of West Omaha in 
your estate plan?  It is pretty simple to do. Here are some options to 
do so:
 
Leaving a bequest in your Will to the Serra Club of West Omaha of 
a specific dollar amount or a percentage of your estate. If you 
already have a Will you can merely add Serra Club with a simple 
Codicil/Amendment; and
 
Naming the Serra Club of West Omaha as a beneficiary of your 
retirement accounts, investment accounts, or life insurance policies. 
You can leave a dollar amount or percentage of the total.
 
While the above options are fairly easy, if you wish to include the 
club but at this point but don’t want yet to take the formal steps, you 
can simply write a note of your wishes, place it with your important 
estate papers and inform your loved ones and/or your designated 
executor(s), to carry out your wishes at your death.  Of course, the 
next time you do update your will or beneficiaries, you will want to 
document these wishes within the update as suggested above.  
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Deceased Priests and Deacons of the Archdiocese of Omaha
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DATE NAME YEAR
July 28 Rev. Robert J. Smith 2015

Aug.2 Rev. Michael Barrett 1918

3  Deacon Rinold ter Kuile 2015

6  Rev. Clement Beyersdorfer 1953

  Rev. John A. Kunkel 1956

  Rev. John P. Downey 1996

  Rev. John E. Vernon 2008

7  Rev. Duane W. Lukes 1998

8  Rev. Anthony Birnbach 1941

  Rev. Joseph Rose 1960

  Rev. George Mikulski 1963

  Rev. John J. O'Brien 1985

  Rev. Thomas Allen, O.S.B 1989

11  Rev. James F. Buschelman 1986

12  Rev. Edward J. Hunkeler 2011

16  Deacon Bob Baker 1995

17  Rev. Daniel B. Leary 1956

  Rev. Michael Stagno 1960

18  Rev. Ferdinand Krings 1936

  Rev. Francis X. Renner 1950

  Deacon Carl Perrin 2014

19  Msgr. Bernard A. Sinne 1961

20  Rev. Carl J. Peter 1991

21  Rev. William C. Kleffman 1997

23  Rev. Clement Stratmann 1942

25  Msgr. Charles Strassberger 1969

  Msgr. Robert P. Burns 1976

26  Rev. Joseph P. Myers 1988

DATE NAME YEAR
July l Rev. Paul J. Fangman 2010

2  Rev. T. H. Albert Walbum 1903

  Msgr. Edward Gleeson 1954

3  Msgr. Henry Schoof 1933

  Msgr. Joseph B. Falke 1959

4  Most Rev. James M. O'Gorman 1874

  Deacon Ben Toscano 1993

7  Deacon Tom Valasek 2012

8  Rev. Joseph F. Lane 1980

11  Msgr. Bernard H. Lordemann 1960

12  Most Rev. Gerald T. Bergan 1972

  Msgr. Anthony S. Kluthe 1974

14  Rev. Francis Szczepuchowski 1939

15  Rev. Timothy F. O'Callaghan 1937

  Deacon Jim Brich 2015

16  Rev. Walter F. Flynn 1966

18  Rev. Casmir Renner 1924

  Rev. Raymond Ireland S.J. 1964

  Rev. Adrian J. Van Veen 1980

19  Rev. Michael F. Gluba 1958

  Deacon Robert Shoemaker 1998

21  Rev. Fred Uhing 1892

  Msgr. Michael A. Quinn 1970

23  Deacon Bob Flesch 2018

26  Deacon George Buglewicz 1997

27  Rev. Ernest R. Halemba 1982

 Rev. Robert J. Smith 2015    Continued on page 13
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DATE NAME YEAR
Aug. 27  Rev. John V. Wallace 1917

29  Rev. Julius Rothkegel 1914

 Deacon Jerry Rettenmaier 2002
  Msgr. Robert P. Hupp 2003

30  Rev. Daniel F. Reifenrath 1984
31  Rev. Andrew Judge 1901
  Rev. William J. Hettinger 1991
  Rev. Edgar J. Wortman 2007

Sept. 2 Rev. John S. Broz 1919
Rev. Daniel E. Galas 2008

4  Rev. Robert H. Duffy 1958
  Deacon Al Ebsen 1990
  Msgr. Francis J. Hulsman 1997
  Rev. J. Kenneth Carl 2001
5  Deacon Carl Miller 2013
6  Msgr. Joseph Bosheck 1965
7  Deacon Leo Zimmer 1984
  Rev. Stanislaus Golik 2009
9  Rev. Joseph Chundelak 1918
  Msgr. Herman J. Kaup 1981

12  Rev. Peter C. Gannon 1934
  Deacon Richard McNeil 2015

13  Rev. Louis J. Demers 1989
15  Rev. Michael Byrne 1942
  Rev. Roger F. Hayes 1958
  Msgr. John A. Flynn 1997

16  Rev. Leo Frank Mainzer 1939
18  Rev. John J. Flood 1902
  Rev. Anthony Folta 1937

20  Rev. Hugh F. Gately 1971
  Rev. Peter F. Burke 1980
  Deacon John Schoberg 1992
  Rev. Jerome H. Dickes 2008

21  Rev. William Klein 1974
  Rev. Francis A. Moreci 2003

22  Rev. John J. O'Sullivan 1937
  Rev. Stanislaus J. Zukowski 1962
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DATE NAME YEAR
Sept.23 Deacon Daniel Mendick 2000

24  Rev. Patrick Brophy 1924
  Rev. Vaclav Kovar 1998

25  Rev. Jeremiah J. O'Callaghan 1906

  Rev. Stephen L. Dowd 1940

26  Rev. Aloysius L. Brucker 1944

  Rev. Gentil Vermuellen 1955

  Rev. Paul J. Schwaab 1999

27  Rev. Patrick Moran 1939

Rest in Peace

Please remember the following in your prayers:

Bill DeSelm - brother of Deacon Mike DeSelm

Mary Wolfe - Former SCOWO member

Mary Hilger’s mother

Father Val Peter - former Executive Director - Boys Town

Father James F. Schwertley - retired Priest

George Stryker - Former SCOWO member

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed  through 
the Mercy of God rest in Peace
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God is always calling men to the 
priesthood, religious life and the 
Permanent Diaconate, and women 
to religious life.  Helping them to 
hear that call is the most 
important role that you can play.
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Board Members - Serra Cub of West Omaha

President! ! Jolene Jefferies! ! 521-0717
President-Elect! Open
Chaplin! ! Fr. Frank Baumert! ! 493-2186
Secretary ! ! Mary Ann Casey ! ! 334-1044
Treasurer! ! Rod Lighthipe! ! ! 541-8443
VP Vocations! ! Judy Huber! ! ! 510-1274
VP Programs! ! Karen Stevens! ! 639-7198
VP Membership ! John Lingo! ! ! 290-4670
VP Events! ! Stacey Floersch! ! 212-3348
VP Communications  Deacon Bob Hamilton! ! 699-4063
El Camino Editor! Mary Ann Casey ! ! 334-1044
Webmaster! ! Open
Historian! ! Kathy Sibbernsen! ! 201-4430
Trustee! ! Julia Palzer! ! ! 740-0409
Trustee! ! Bob Fell! ! ! 333-6322
Trustee! ! Jerry Smith! ! ! 289-2969
Trustee! ! Bernie Schaefer! ! 201-8574

Here is what a Zoom meeting looks like (in the comfort of your own home).  This 
picture was taken at the May 4th Meeting.


