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          News from the Serra Club of West Omaha -- June, 2019
                                www.westomaha.serranebraska.org

     “As Jesus with the disciples of Emmaus, so the church must become the traveling companion of
                                                                 young people”.           St. John Paul II
                              

                       PRESIDENT’S LETTER

Upcoming Events
July 1 	
 Luncheon Meeting - Seminarian Paul Floresh - Speaker
July 12	
 IPF 25th Anniversary - St. Cecelia’s Cathedral
July 15	
 Planning meeting - Women of Consecrated Life Brunch - Garden 
	
 Cafe.  (If interested in helping to plan this event, please join us.)
July 15	
 Luncheon Meeting - Introduction of new Board Members
Aug. 4	
 Seminarian Picnic - St. Elizabeth Ann Parish - 11:00 a.m.
Aug. 5	
 Luncheon Meeting - Speaker TBA
Aug. 19	
Luncheon Meeting - Deacon Dan Hastings - Divine Mercy Parish - 
	
 Schuyler, NE - Speaker
Sept. 2   Labor Day - No Meeting
Sept. 16	
Luncheon Meeting - Speaker TBA
Oct. 12	
 Women of Consecrated Life Brunch -  9:30 a.m. - Happy Hollow

Please like our Facebook page - SCOWO Serra Club of West Omaha.

The last Saturday of every month, Serrans from all over the world are
invited to join together in a recitation of the Rosary for vocations. The link
to the site is http//global.gotomeeting.com/join/314315981

Boots on the Ground!!  The Lord provides 
and St. Junipero Serra intercedes for us. 
Praise God we just hosted the Pre-
Ordination Dinner on May 31st at St. 
Patrick's in Fremont and another man, Bill 
Cremers, now Father Bill Cremers, has 
been ordained to the priesthood in our 
Archdiocese. Our 2019-2020 Serran Year 
is off and running.
 

Several of our club members are just back from the Serra 
International Convention held June 19-23 in Mexico City. Our 
President-Elect, and recent Vice President of Programs, Jolene 
Jefferies, and members Bruce Jefferies, Bob Campney and 
Denny Walsh attended. It is incredible to comprehend the global 
impact of Serra. People from all over the world, dedicated to St. 
Junipero Serra, our patron, and the work of the Lord increasing 
vocations to the Priesthood and consecrated life.   It all starts 
here, at the local Club level. Serrans are the Lord's boots on the 
ground.
 
Our Club's boots on the ground have been very busy co-
sponsoring the annual golf and tennis tournament and are already 
gearing up to help at the IPF 25th Anniversary vespers held July 
12th at St. Cecilia's as well as starting preparations for our 
brunch for Women of Consecrated Life on Saturday, October 
12th. The new 2019 - 2020 Board has begun to meet as well. The 
Board is comprised of the Vice Presidents for each focused area 
of our Club from Programs to Vocations as well as the three 
Trustees comprised of the past three presidents. Our wonderful 
programming continues. Jolene did such a wonderful job last 
year coordinating our speakers. This year's VP of Programs, 
Chris Tooker, has our programming set through the end of 
August. Chris regrettably submitted his resignation as VP of 
Programs due to his work schedule that requires Monday lunch 
work meetings and client meetings throughout the week. We are 
not losing Chris as a Serran, praise God. The reality is we are 
               Continued on page 2

4-1-19   Fr. Baumert gave the reflection.  
He noted, we are in a different place 
today — our meeting was held at the JP 
II Newman Center — and we are sitting 
with different people.    When we are in 
our usual meeting place, we tend to sit 
with the same people and in the same 
place.   We do the same thing at church.  
We have OUR spot and we go there each 
time we come to Mass.  If we would just 
move to a different spot, we would start seeing new people, families with 
young kids. We would have the opportunity, by moving around,  to perhaps 
see someone who would make a good Priest some day.   We could be their 
first contact by asking them what they plan to do when they grow up.  Father 
said they just had First Communion in his parish.  He asked the kids if they  
could see how Father serves God.   Try to get them thinking about it.   He 
talked to them about how long they had prepared.  When they were younger 
they would have thought they were being given a cracker.  Now they have 
received Jesus and  they know  they are receiving Jesus.
                       Continued on page 3
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losing his presence at Club, Board, and other meetings. The 
reality is our Club needs to build in some flexibility so that we 
can grow. These boots were not just made for walking. These 
boots were made for marching! I do not know if you have 
noticed but few, if any of us, are bringing visitors to our regular 
Club meetings on the first and third Monday's of the month. 
Maybe Chris's situation is a common thread.
 
We want to add new boots on the ground to this Club. Many 
people that work during business hours have a hard time 
making our meetings. Building in flexibility to our Club 
meetings should make it easier for people to visit. I know my 
husband and fellow Serran, Jeff Palzer, is hardly able to make 
our Club meetings and but for me being your President, I will 
tell you, it would otherwise be almost impossible for me as 
well. Jolene Jefferies is the Parish Director of St. Patrick's in 
Gretna, John Lingo is an attorney practicing litigation, so on 
and so on and many of us feel the call to open ourselves up. 
Jesus wants us. And he wants us in numbers. He wants more 
priests and consecrated women. He wants more boots on the 
ground. Sure he can do all things Himself.   We as Serrans are 
on the front lines of vocations. We answer His call. So it is time. 
Pray for wisdom and open hearts. Pray for more priests, 
consecrated women, and more boots on the ground. More 
SCOWO Serrans!
 
I want to thank our Club for installing our 2019-2020 Board at 
the April 15th meeting and Bob Fell for presenting me with the 
President's gavel at the May 20th meeting. I also want to thank 
each and all of our board members for serving, you, all along 
with me. Each person's boots in our Club, and on our Board, is 
critical. No one person can do it all. It takes a lot of boots. It 
takes an army.
 
Speaking of an army. Have you heard of Blessed Father Emil 
Kapuan, an Army Chaplain, tortured and killed in the Korean 
War? Our parish is starting a study in which we are learning and 
we are praying to him for more vocations. Blessed Fr. Kapuan 
and St. Junipero Serra - pray for us! OORAH!
 
 Julia K. Palzer -  President - Serra Club of West Omaha

Passing the 
gavel.  

See a note 
from Bob 
Fell in the 
section on the 
right.

“Always Forward, Never Back” was the 
mantra of St. Junipero Serra for whom the 
Serra clubs around the world are named.  
Well, I’ve chosen to look back on my year as 
president, so I hope St. Junipero will be 
patient with me.

We began the year on June 1 with three 
ordinands and their families at the Pre-
ordination Dinner which our club hosts 
together with the Archdiocese each year.  Our 
Archdiocese partners were highly pleased and 

said so.

Many of us attended the Seminarian Sendoff during the summer, though it 
is organized and sponsored by the Serra Club of Omaha.  It is their major 
event, and was fun and inspiring.  At the Sendoff, the joint Golf and Tennis 
Committee presented $9,100 from revenues over costs to Camp Vertus et 
Veritas so that organization can add an additional week of camping for our 
diocese’s young Catholic men this summer.

In October, our club exclusively conducted the Women of Consecrated Life 
Brunch.  We featured a speaker, one from their own ranks, to strengthen the 
program. We enjoyed record or near record attendance at Happy Hollow 
Club.

Our club organized the Holy Hour for Vocations with Archbishop Lucas, 
which was attended by more than 100.

The sixth grade Catholic school Vocation Rally was assisted by our 
members, and the club also communicated with parish councils about how 
they could celebrate Priesthood Sunday.

Our chaplain, Rev. Frank Baumert. conducted an Advent Retreat, and 2018 
concluded with the highly popular Seminarian Christmas party, at which 
attendance exceeded the place settings (that means there weren’t enough 
seats for everyone).

In February of this year, the two clubs joined to induct new members (eight 
for our club and nine for the Omaha Club). Our Serrans of the Year were 
Don and Jean Schaefer. John Kellogg received a 50-year pin for his long 
membership.  He previously was given the Howard Dietz Award for his 
service to Serra and to vocations.

On April 1, the club prayed and held its meeting at the St. John Paul II 
Center, a place where the Omaha Archdiocese is investing significantly in 
vocational awareness and spiritual development.

The year ended May 31 with the West Omaha club’s joint sponsorship of 
the Pre-ordination Dinner for the Rev. Bill Cremers and his family.
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There were other member activities, such as about 20 luncheon 
meetings, seminary visits, membership in the 31 Club and Adopt-A-
Seminarian.

I missed a few of the spring activities because of a medical development, 
and I’m sorry I placed an added burden on my Board and other club 
members. They seem to have done fine without me.

West Omaha Serra has changed a great deal from its beginning when it 
offered priests a steak-centered picnic on the banks of the Elkhorn River.  
It will continue to change as a new board of directors explores ways to 
make Serra more meaningful.  

I invite every member to talk to board members and to ask how you can 
make Serra a better tool for vocational awareness and support of our 
priests, seminarians, and consecrated religious.  

Bob Fell - Past President - West Omaha Serra Club

Continued from page 1
4-15-19 - Deacon Mike DeSelm gave the reflection.  Today is the first 
day of Holy Week.    On Palm Sunday Jesus enters into Jerusalem.  
Everyone is waving palms and singing Hosanna.   During Mass the 
passion was read.   Jesus entered knowing he would face his passion 
and crucifixion.   One of the important things we can do as we enter 
into the triduum is to read the passion again, in silence by yourself, 
and reflect on it.   We will enter into the passion of Christ when we 
take part in the Holy Thursday and Good Friday services.  

Are we the people who wave our palms and sing Hosanna and then 
later we are saying “Crucify Him”?  We say Christ is my Savior, but 
don’t change my life right now.   The passion of Christ is the story of 
our salvation.     Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday’s  readings take us 
closer to the passion.    In Monday’s gospel, Jesus is having dinner 
with Lazarus who he had raised from the dead.  Mary anoints his feet 
with costly perfumed oil and dries    them with her hair.    This 
symbolizes what   our Lord will do on Holy Thursday.    We may be 
looking forward to the end of the week, when we can eat again.   It is 
good for us to slow down and reflect.  On Tuesday we have the story 
of the last supper and Jesus identifies his betrayer.   This is the week 
for us to be with Jesus in our prayer life and reflection time.  Are we 
ready to lay down our own lives for Jesus?   Our focus should not be 
on us, it should be on Jesus.  Jesus did this for us.  He knew every sin 
we would commit and our sins sent him to the cross.  Wednesday has 
been known as Spy Wednesday.  Judas took care of the money and he 
is the one who was making a deal with the guards. 

On Holy Saturday Jesus is in the tomb and then we have the 
resurrection on Sunday.   We are all urged to attend these celebrations.  
The last supper on Holy Thursday, the veneration of the cross on 
Good Friday and the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday.  This is quite the 
experience.    We see the RCIA candidates, some have never been 
baptized, come into the church and we get to see the joy on their 
faces.   He ended by saying “Let us go out and have a Holy Week”!

May 6  Fr. Baumert gave the refection.  There have been many things 
going on over the weekend.    The Berkshire Hathaway event,    Star 
Wars, Cinco De Mayo and the Kentucky Derby.   We cannot forget 
that May is the month of Mary and we are still celebrating the 
resurrection of  Christ.   With all of these things, if you don’t invest 
something,    you don’t get anything back.    If you don’t bet on the 
Kentucky Derby you don’t have a chance of winning.   If you don’t 
invest in Berkshire Hathaway you won’t be getting any dividends.   If 
you want to invest in something long term then you  should  think of 
Jesus and Mary and our church.    If you sit back and do nothing, 
nothing will happen.  We need to invest in our young people and help 
them to listen to the call of our Lord in terms of their vocations.

Continued on page 4

     Installation of Board Members - April 15, 2019

Left to Right:  Deacon Mike DeSelm, Julia Palzer,
Mary Ann Casey, John Lingo, Jolene Jefferies, Chris 
Tooker, Jerry Smith and Bernie Schaefer.  Absent:  Fr.  
Frank Baumert, Hugh Spellman, Stacey Floersch, 
Deacon Bob Hamilton, Bob Fell and Joe Vlock.
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May 20, 2019    Fr. Baumert gave the reflection.    In the reading 
yesterday Paul and Barnabas are telling the people they need to 
persevere as it was good for the cause.   Father told a story about  
when he was working at St. Richard’s.  He challenged the student 
body to a one mile race.   It was a test to see how well they could 
run.  He told them if they listened to their PE instructor they could 
learn how to beat an “old man”.    Don’t run too fast in the 
beginning, then at the 4th lap you will be close to Father and then 
you can sprint.   The kids wondered “what would they get out of 
this”.  Father told them they would get bragging rights.  He won --
he got bragging rights.   He told them they let an “old man” beat 
them.    He challenged them again the next year.    This time they 
listened to the PE instructor and paced themselves.  They ran with 
him the first 100 yards and then sprinted toward the end.   Three of 
them beat him.   They learned to save some of their energy for the 
end of the race and it worked.  

So many people sprint into the faith and they last -- maybe a year.  
Those who go through RCIA spend 9 months learning about the 
faith and a year later 1 in 5 continue going to church.  They have 
no concept of persevering in the faith and going through the 
hardships.  It is hoped we will get to the end of our life and we will 
hear our Lord say “Well Done Good and Faithful Servant, come 
and join in the Master’s Joy”.  We don’t want to hear “really”.  We 
need to help our children and grandchildren to persevere in their 
faith. If they see us serve the Lord, it will make it easier for them to 
serve the Lord.  We need to help them.

6-17-19 -  Fr. Baumert  gave the reflection.  He began by saying the 
Lincoln Priests won  the collar series yesterday.  

This past Sunday we celebrated the solemnity of the Holy Trinity.    
This is one of most difficult sermons for most Priests to prepare — 
how to explain the trinity.  Father said he mentioned this to his dad 
and his dad gave him a story that was written in the Reader’s 
Digest -- which was very confusing.  Basically we have to go back 
to Jesus‘  saying “Who do you say I am?”.  To simplify things, in 
explaining the trinity, we need to know God is the Father and he is 
the King of Heaven.  Jesus is the son of the father.  God  sent his 
son to make it possible  for us to spend our lives in such a way that 
we can enter the kingdom.  Jesus is way better at this than we are 
and the Holy Spirit gives us the strength to draw  closer to God.  

Every  person has a different personality.  Every group is different.  
There are two Serra Clubs in Omaha - each with different agendas.  
Families are different.  In that regard, we need to think of each 
person of the blessed trinity as a separate person.

                                   SPEAKERS
 4-1-19 -Fr. Andrew Roza:   Fr. Roza  
grew up in Omaha, NE as the third of 
four children. His family were active 
members at St. Margaret Mary’s Parish, 
where he went to grade school. He 
went to Creighton Prep for high school 
and graduated in 1999.  After 
graduation, he enrolled at UNO where 
he majored in International Studies for 
two years. He then entered seminary 
studies and went to the Pontifical 
College Josephinum, from which he 

received a degree in Philosophy with a 
minor in Hispanic Studies. Following graduation, he entered the North 
American College in Rome, where he lived for five years, while in 
preparation for ordination to the priesthood. During his time in Rome, he 
received two theological degrees. First, an STB (Sacred Theology 
Bachelor) from the Pontifical Gregorian University, and then an STL from 
the Pontifical Teresianum University, where his final thesis was on the 
theological virtues in the works of St. John of the Cross. After returning 
home from Rome, he was assigned to serve as a campus minister and 
teacher at Scotus Central Catholic in Columbus, NE, where he taught, 
coached, and counseled for six years. He was then assigned to serve as an 
associate pastor at St. Robert Bellarmine in Omaha, NE, where he served 
for one year.  He is currently living at St. John Paul II Newman Center and 
working as the Director of Vocations for the Archdiocese of Omaha.  
 
He enjoys sports, travel, watching movies, reading books, and spending 
time with family and friends. Prior to entering seminary, he was an 
Olympic hopeful in the sport of curling. He participated in the Olympic 
Trial Finals for the 1998 Winter Olympics, and was part of three teams that 
won U-21 National Championships in the sport.  He has also been 
involved in soccer, enjoying playing on seminary teams and helping assist 
as a coach during his assignment in Columbus.

Fr. Roza began his talk by saying he never actually made it to the Olympic 
trials but it was a wonderful experience.

Father spoke on The Needs and Trends of Focusing on Vocations,  He said 
he loves hearing  from Fr. Frank — he’s our vocation Ninja.   Becoming a 
Priest or a religious is very simple.   The person needs to know and love 
Jesus and experience him through the sacraments.    They begin to 
understand they can be of service to many.  When this happens to a young 
person, they start asking questions.    As a high school chaplain and 
vocations director he has noted whenever there is good mentorship life 
begins to move forward and they can see what they could become.   Jesus 
tells us to pray.   We need laborers for the harvest.   Prayer brings us into 
community with God, it brings the Holy Spirit into our hearts.  By praying  
           Continued on page 5
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we experience so many things that are blessings.    Prayer fills our hearts with joy.   If we pray, Jesus will help our young people in their 
discernment.   How can we help people to get into that reality? Pastoral workshops in the Archdiocese are doing amazing work.  Fr. Dan Andrews 
will be starting at the Newman Center on July 1st.   Fr. Dan will feel torn as he has been working in the Norfolk Parish to form leaders to 
encounter Christ.  There are two applicants from the Norfolk parish for the seminary.  Four or five from Norfolk Catholic are coming to live in the 
Newman Center dorms.  Several also went on FOCUS retreats.  Seven or eight young men recently went on a seminary visit.  We are seeing how 
one parish is having a big impact.   Evangelizing families helps them to learn how to pray.  They naturally begin to teach their kids how to pray.  
This causes openness and discernment.  In Creighton, NE - a parish of 200 families - Fr. Jeff Lorig trained some youth ministers.   He brought in 
his leadership committee.   It is hard to get kids to sign up.  He focused on parents and groups of them started working.  They started getting kids 
to the Steubenville conference, 23 kids went last year.  The more we see this promoted the more  we will see kids coming to the Newman Center.

Fr. said about 80 people have signed up for the Vocations Summit on Saturday and they represent a large number of parishes.  In this way we will 
be doubling our energies.  There is so much going on.  Jesus still wants to love us and help us to move forward.  In the midst of so much scandal,  
there are good things going on.  Jesus wants to purify our church.

He spoke about College Campus Ministry.   This is a great testament for our college students.   Two applicants from the Newman Center have 
joined the seminary this last year.  They  have been an encouragement.  They come from  the center very well formed for seminary.  UNK is 
working into a good source,  two or three men are engaging in discernment.  They are also working on a building project at UNK.  UNL and 
Benedictine College are also great sources. The students get an awesome formation.  They are prepared for seminary when they enter.  When they 
encounter Jesus they energize wholeheartedly.  Priests have to slug through a lot of hard things  Fr. says he gets so much joy out of what he gets 
to do.  Kids go to confession. The Holy Spirit intervenes.  So many parents are not practicing their faith and consequently it is hard to get the kids 
to practice their faith.   It’s tough when they don’t have a foundation.   There are great youth ministries in the Archdiocese.   A large number of 
students go to Steubenville and to retreats.  The Archdiocese has given out 11 applications to young men who are discerning vocations.  One of 
these young men has decided to go to the Benedictine College and one has deferred for now.  There are many good things happening here this 
year.  This is not the case in other parts of the country.  Father said FOCUS has a great impact at the Newman Center and at UNO.  They are also 
very active on the Wayne State campus.  JP II is a great start.  Father feels his position is to take those who have been lifted up in faith and, when 
they think they are ready, he tries to build that up.  He can’t take credit for the number of applicants.  

Father was asked if he feels the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (which the Archdiocese is supporting), home schooling and the fact that 
Chaplains are being taken out of the high schools will have a bearing on vocations.  Father said he has no information on the Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd.  He feels it is a good evangelization tool, however, there are no direct fruits yet.  In terms of home schooling, sometimes young 
men seem to need to get out into the world to test themselves.  One young man from that community is discerning.  He does not have statistics  
but he has not seen large numbers from the home schooled community.  It remains to be seen, however, families have been supportive.  In terms 
of high school Chaplains being removed from high schools, Fr. said the impact of this has not been determined.  He is grateful for the time he had 
at Scotus.  As time goes on lay leadership will need to develop in the parishes.  Norfolk Catholic does not have a full time Chaplain and vocations 
have been coming from there.

Father was asked how many seminarians we currently have.  There are 21.  Two left at the end of the semester.  Of the seminarians coming in this 
summer, 3 or 4 are just out of high school, some are in college and some are college graduates.    Father was asked how many students are 
currently at the Newman Center.  There are 162 rooms and currently 104 are filled.  He was also asked if it is true that there was a Creighton 
University student there.  There is a student from CU as well as some students from UNMC and the College of St. Mary.  He was asked what his 
wish list for the center would be.   He said “fill the place up and pay off the debt”. He feels money cannot be better invested anywhere than at the 
center.   Unfortunately many people are not aware the Newman Center even exists.  Room rates at the Newman Center are actually less than the 
UNO Campus room rates.   

Picture of stained glass 
window at the Newman 
Center Chapel.  



6

westomaha.serranebraska.org

June, 2019

Speaker - 4-15-19 - Fr. John 
Burger:  Father Burger was born 
in Philadelphia in 1946 and 
raised in the Bucks County 
suburbs. His family was Catholic 
on both sides. His father had 
three first cousins who were 
Priests and his mother had two 
brothers who were also Priests.
 
He attended his parish grade 
school and a Catholic Boys’ Prep 

School. While there he developed an interest in religion and the Far 
East.  He also did volunteer work with the deaf. Around this time he 
encountered his first Columban, a family friend from Ireland who had 
been working in Burma. Inspired by this priest, who seemed to embody 
so many of his interests, John entered the Columban Seminary right out 
of high school and was ordained nine years later.
 
Father Burger is a graduate of St. John’s Seminary, Boston B.D., 
Loyola University of Maryland MS, and Villanova University MSCM. 
He was assigned to Japan and was there for 12 years until being 
brought back to be rector of the Columbans’ formation house in 
Chicago for six years. His first assignment to Omaha came in 1992 
when he worked on the Columban magazine during his father’s last 
illness.  In 1994 he returned to the Japan mission for another five years, 
then was brought back to Nebraska for seven years, serving as regional 
director until 2006. Father John was then elected to the Superior 
General’s council from 2006-2012.  From 2013 until being re-elected 
regional director, he was vice-director of the region and helping with 
the administration of the Columbans’ retirement facility at Bristol RI.  
He moved to Bellevue at the end of November, 2018, just in time for 
the winter’s first major snowfall. 

Father said he grew up in a very Catholic neighborhood.  They literally 
lived down the street from Mother Katherine Drexel’s Convent.   She 
was still alive at the time and that kind of activity helped him to fall 
more in love with the Priesthood.   This is not the first time he has been 
at a Serra Club activity.    He attended a golf outing at one time in 
California. He has great love for the Triduum.  He feels the three days 
should be Holy Days of Obligation.     It is such a wonderful time.  All 
of    us have one question that we face “where does our hope come 
from?”.  These three days give us our answer.  

Father spent 17 years in Japan and 4 years in Hong Kong.   While he 
was there he worked at the Lady of the Rosary church and there were 
162 baptisms on one Holy Saturday.    There is a cold political wind 
blowing and a certain amount of censorship and pressure on the church 
in terms of who should be on the school boards, etc.  The government is 

starting to turn the screws.  Even so the people are finding ways to be 
Catholic and this gives hope.  

Last year was the Columban’s 100th anniversary.  They have been in 
the Omaha area for 100 years.    They were originally founded in 
Ireland.   Their building in Bellevue has been there since 1922.   A 
building for seminarians was built in 1922 and remained a seminary 
until 1952,  It is now used to house Priests and there is also a chapel 
and meeting rooms.  

Bishop Galvin is their founder.    He went to China in 1912 and 
recruited a couple of young men to go into the mission field.   After 
several years he realized they needed an organization behind them 
and they needed support.   He returned to Ireland while WW I was 
going on and then he came to the US because he had friends in the 
US.  He spent a year working among the Irish on the East Coast.  No 
Bishop wanted the Columban’s.  He eventually went to St. Louis and 
then to Chicago.    He met Fr. Pat Judge who suggested he should 
come to Omaha.   Archbishop  Hardy had been in the far east and 
Manila.  Bishop Galvin went to see him.  Omaha was a small town 
then but eventually became the National Headquarters. There was 
something providential about coming to Omaha.   It helped the group 
to escape the Irish scandal of the east coast.    This was a railroad 
center and they had to communicate with people on their donor  list 
by mail. Direct mail was a good source of funding.   This also served 
Boys Town for a number of years.   They were able to raise funds to 
support the missions in Korea, Japan, the Philippines, South 
America, etc.

The name Columban comes from St. Columban who is their patron 
saint.  He was a native of Ireland.  He moved from his home country 
and went to France and set up some monasteries  in the far east. He 
tried to settle there but ended up on the Rhine river and went into 
Switzerland and continued to press on into Italy and set up a 
monastery.   He died there in 615.   A number of the monasteries he 
founded have been taken over by the Benedictions.  Columban’s rule 
was very strict.    His focus was “let us be of Christ and not of 
ourselves”.  We need to become more and more like Christ.

Who are the Columban Fathers?   They are the Missionary Society of 
St. Columban.  They were founded to do missionary work in China.  
Some are serving as teachers in the UK, the Philippines, Ireland, 
Korea and other countries.  

Their story of coming to Omaha.  They rented a house on the north 
side of town in the area of 50th and Bedford. Eventually they bought 
land on the edge of town and founded the seminary building in 
Bellevue.    Fr. Edward McCarthy was their first director.  He 
previously worked with the Irish in a  hospital in England.  
           Continued on page 7 
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In 1921 the first issue of the Far Eat Magazine was published.  It is still being published. In 1922 there was some pilfering going on at the Post 
Office and the St. Columban Post Office was established.  They started ministering at the Air Force Base and they founded St. Mary’s parish and 
staffed it for a number of years.  Since 1956, St. Mary’s has been staffed by diocesan  Priests.  In 1948 the dorm building was built.  In 1952 the 
seminary was relocated  to Milton, Mass.  They have 33 seminarians — none of  them are Americans.  They have a total of 360 Priests.

Bellevue is still the Administrative Headquarters for the Columbans.   They are trying to raise money to train seminarians but at the same time 
funds are needed to take care of the older retired Priests who need medical attention, etc.  Of interest -- Big Elk’s grave was moved to their 
property before they bought the land.  In 1962, Galvin Road was named after their founder - Bishop Galvin.  

Speaker  - 5-6-19 - The Most Reverend George J. Lucas is the fifth archbishop and 10th bishop to 
lead the Archdiocese of Omaha.  He came to Omaha after serving nearly 10 years in the Diocese of 
Springfield in Illinois, where he was ordained a bishop on December 14, 1999.    He was named 
Archbishop of Omaha on June 3, 2009, and installed on July 22, 2009.
 
Archbishop Lucas, born June 12, 1949, in St. Louis, Mo., is the eldest son of George J. Lucas and 
Mary Catherine Kelly, now deceased.  He has one sister and two brothers.
 
He completed studies at Cardinal Glennon College and Kenrick-Glennon Seminary, both in St. 
Louis.  He was ordained a priest of the Archdiocese of St. Louis on May 24, 1975, by Cardinal John 
Joseph Carberry.  As a priest, he served as associate pastor in parishes in Sunset Hills, Florissant, St. 

Louis, Normandy and Kirkwood, all in Missouri.  Archbishop Lucas took advanced studies at St. Louis University.  He holds a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in philosophy and Master of Arts degree in history.
 
In the years leading to his ordination as a bishop of Springfield, he served on the faculty of St. Louis Preparatory Seminary-North and St. Louis 
Preparatory Seminary, as the chancellor and vicar general of the Archdiocese of St. Louis, and rector of Kenrick-Glennon Seminary.  He was 
named Honorary Prelate of His Holiness in 1994.  In 2011, he was elected to the Catholic Relief Services board of directors.
 
Archbishop Lucas has retained the phrase “Grace and Mercy” as the Episcopal motto.  This phrase, which is taken from the Book of Wisdom 
(3:9), is part of the passage that reads, “Because grace and mercy are with his holy ones, and his care is with his elect.”  By the use of this phrase, 
therefore, His Excellency expresses the profound Christian belief that in and through Jesus Christ, God gives to all of his children all they need to 
sustain their life’s journey, and to bring them to full life in heaven.

Archbishop Lucas began his talk by saying he has been in Omaha for 10 years and it seems like such a brief time.  After 10 years he is expected 
to have all of the answers, which is not the case!  He thanked the Serrans for their dedication to support vocations.  There is a great history and he 
doesn’t take it for granted.

Ordination is coming up all around the country.   Ten new permanent deacons were ordained this last weekend.   On May 24th a transitional  
deacon, Mauricio   Tovar, will be ordained in Schuyler, NE.   Zachary Tucker will be ordained in Rome in the Fall. God willing both will be 
ordained Priests next year.   He encouraged us to continue to pray for the newly ordained.   A Jubilee celebration was held last week honoring 
Priests who were ordained 25 and 50 years ago.   A beautiful Mass and dinner was held.  Archbishop Lucas said it has been an interesting year for 
the Priests and Bishops.  They have had to bear the hurt that has been cased by some of the ordained.  

Over the past year or year and a half there has been more interest in the seminary.   More students have attended the Archbishop’s open house.  
Our culture would like us to believe the Priesthood is corrupt.  We pray all of our young people will trust that they will end up where they should 
be.  Young people need to put themselves in the Lord’s hands. More young people have been going on seminary visits this year.   He does not 
know the exact number, but he knows the Lord has a plan.  It is easy to get discouraged.  If young people draw close to Jesus he will show them 
what to do.  We pray and work and thank God for what we have.  He died for us and he has not turned his back on us.  He is our high priest, we 
depend on him. There are wonderful people in our Archdiocese.  They have much to offer and we need to support them.  
  	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 	
 Continued on page 8
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On June 8th everyone is encouraged to attend ArchOmaha Unite.   This 
has been a goal to gather as many people as possible.  The response as 
been great.  We need to create a culture of unity.  We should all be one 
in him.    Deep down people want to belong to something that is 
everlasting.   We don’t want to be divided by geography, by age or by 
culture.  It is hoped to bring all groups together.  Archbishop Lucas said 
he wants all groups to gather together for the vigil of Pentecost like the 
apostles and the Blessed Mother waiting for Jesus to come.    With the 
Holy Spirit working through 15,000 people, Mary will very much be a 
part of this.    We will be asking her to pour out her grace on our 
Archdiocese.  Our Lord has work for us to do.  We will be together to 
see what he wants us to do.  The Knights of Columbus, Spirit  Catholic 
Radio and Serra will have booths.   They want to highlight  some of the 
organizations in the Archdiocese.    A lot of people will be there and 
Archbishop Lucas asks that we pray.  Much work is being done to make 
this a success.   It is hoped that all parishes in the diocese will benefit 
from this.

The collection for the retirement fund for Priests had a goal 40 million 
dollars.  Over 53 million has been donated.

There was a question as to whether anything has been done to help 
improve salaries for Catholic school teachers.   Archbishop Lucas said 
one thing that has been done is to provide funds for teachers to continue 
their education  which enables them to move up on the pay scales. 

There were questions regarding increasing vocations and numbers of 
Priests retiring.    As noted above there has been more interest in the 
seminary, however, it will take time before these young men become 
Priests.    Within five years we will have 24 fewer Priests.    The 
Archdiocese has been working on reorganization of positions.    Total 
number of Priests continues to go down.  We are still above average for 
dioceses of our size.  There is an effort to reorganize how Priests in the 
smaller communities can work together.    Priests have embraced this 
enthusiastically.    Rural populations have been declining.    Some rural 
parishes reached their peak in the 1890’s.   It is hoped not to close any 
of the churches but have more people coming together for Mass rather 
than splitting them up so much.   Priests are working with us from other 
countries, several come to Creighton University to study and sometimes 
they stay.

One of our members mentioned he had recently spent four days in 
Wichita, KS.   In talking with some of the Catholics, he found there are 
over 50 seminarians in training and they have ordained 10 Priests each 
year  for the last two years.   Is there a reason?   There has been a big 
push for stewardship in Wichita and parishes have invested.   For those 
who want to go to Catholic school, there is free tuition for grades K -12.  
After doing this for a number of years, it is paying off.  They realize the 
Lord has given them many things and they are giving back.  They also 
have 24/7 perpetual adoration.

Archbishop Lucas indicated we need to focus.    We need to equip 
ourselves to be disciples.   God has given us so much.  We are called 
to  give back to him for all that we have received. 

Someone asked Archbishop Lucas if he felt the Priesthood has been 
attacked by the devil. It is easy for the devil to attack any of us.  Some 
members of the clergy have done bad things.   That is a real offense 
against the gospel.   This shakes the faith of everyone.   We need to 
turn to our Lord for forgiveness.  We need to help build the church up 
again.  

Many Serrans attended the Vocations Summit in Fremont. A question 
was asked as to whether the Archdiocese would mandate   Vocation 
Committees in all parishes.    It is difficult to mandate but usually 
people see this as a good thing.  We need to work with the coalition of 
the willing, not everybody in every place. Two-thirds of the young 
people live in the city, however, we don’t get two-thirds of the 
vocations from the city.  Currently there has been a flurry of activity 
in Norfolk.

Speaker - 5-20-19 - Sister 
E l i z a b e t h A n n 
Miller,   Consecrated Sister 
with the Franciscan Sisters of 
Christian Charity located in 
West Point, Nebraska.    Sister 
Elizabeth Ann was born and 
raised in Chicago, Illinois.  
She has four older sisters and 
a younger brother. After 

attending Catholic grammar 
school and high school, Sister joined the Franciscan Sisters of 
Christian Charity in Manitowoc, Wisconsin. She received her 
Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in elementary education from Holy 
Family College, in Manitowoc, sponsored by her Franciscan 
Community. Her 41 years of teaching experience has taken her from 
working with third graders through eighth grade, and school 
administrator.    Due to her vow of obedience she has had the 
opportunity to work with a variety of cultures and places within our 
Country. Sister believes that we are all lifelong learners and always 
have something to both teach and learn.    She never misses an 
opportunity to immerse herself in the culture of the people she is 
asked to serve.   Though she has taught many subjects, her favorites 
are Theology and Social Studies.   If there is anything she desires to 
instill in her students is that God loves each of them personally and 
unconditionally.  Sister Elizabeth Ann is presently serving in St. 
Mary’s parish in West Point, teaching Theology to junior high 
students.

Sister said she is originally from Chicago.  She grew up on the south 
side.  Today it is the crime and murder capital of Chicago.  It was a 
            Continued on page 9
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wonderful place to live when she was growing up.  How did she make it to Manitowoc, Wisconsin and the Franciscan  Sisters of Charity?  It all 
goes back to her mom and dad.  Faith was very important.  They lived right across the street from the church and school.   If anyone needed help 
the family was there to help them.   When she was little she remembers going to church for prayers and novenas.  She enjoyed being in church.  
She was born on Christmas day.   There were times when that didn’t feel special.  Everyone seemed to think it was special that she was born on 
Jesus’ birthday.   She was  active as a child and considered the “queen” in her family until her brother was born.   He was the only boy and 
everyone loved him.   In second grade she developed a great love for St. Theresa.   They went to Mass every day and there was a statue of St. 
Theresa in the church.  She started reading books about her.  She was the saint to simplicity.   

Sister noted some of the qualities which led her to religious life.  1)  Sense of service.  She was a Girl Scout and loved doing things for others.  2) 
Joyful spirit.  She was always happy.  It is good to enjoy life and be thankful for what God gives you.  3)  Comfort.  She enjoyed being with God 
and being in church.  4)  A generous and giving heart.  She worked in the deli at a grocery store.  An elderly lady came in and bought the scrapes 
that had been packaged up as dog food. When she asked the lady  about her dog, sister found out she was buying he scrapes for herself as she 
couldn’t afford the sliced meat.  Sister made sure the lady got some of the sliced meat and she would pay for it.  She felt good about giving.  5)  A 
listening attitude.  She enjoyed listening and learning.  She seemed to attract students who didn’t fit in the crowd and they would come and talk to 
her.   She enjoyed hearing her father’s stories.  6) A courageous spirit.  She didn’t feel she was brave until she entered the convent. It takes courage 
to live and answer the Lord’s call.  Jesus didn’t say it would be easy, Sisters are considered counter-cultural.  

When she was in grade school she was taught by the Sisters of the Holy Family of Nazareth.  She would help them after she finished her duties at 
home.  The sisters had a joyful spirit and they were peaceful, gentle and loving.   When she finished 8h grade she thought about joining the high 
school at the convent.  Her mother told her she had to go to regular high school, go to prom, date etc.  She did what her mother asked.  She dated 
and had many friends.   She dated one young man for two years.   He was not Catholic and he did not understand why she wanted to go to the 
convent.  He asked if she would marry him if he became Catholic.  She said no and left him.  For several years he would come to see her mom to 
check to see if she was happy.  She checked out the convent where her high school teachers had gone, but she felt called to the Franciscan  Sisters 
of Christian Charity.  She joined after high school and went through formation.  13 started out in her  group, but only 3 made final vows.  

Sister showed a picture  of the Mother house which was built in 1869. They will celebrate their 150th anniversary this year.   There will be a 
celebration.  They are rooted in the Franciscan tradition.  She showed a picture of their original habits. They have changed considerably over the 
years.  At one point there was a fire and they had to start over.  She spent some time in West Point in the1990’s and in looking up family history 
found  she had some family from Lindsey, NE.  She found they had a deep devotion to St. Francis.  Many relatives joined Franciscan orders.  She 
feels her spirituality is Franciscan.  God works in strange ways.  What helped her was when she was young she had many family members, friends 
and parishioners who prayed for her and supported her.   She feels if she had not gone to the convent, she would still be working in the grocery 
store deli.  The convent made her aware of things she did not think she could learn.  She has worked in 14 different schools.  She has worked with 
Native Americans and she has worked in rural schools and big city schools.  She has had the experience of meeting so many different people and 
she hopes she has touched the lives of the many students she has taught.  She has also had some hard times, but has always persevered.

Our young people need to know if God calls you, your vocation is true.  If he really wants you, he will give you what you need.  She feels she has 
had the prayers of many people and she appreciated what they have done for her.  We need to get the word out to the young girls in our parishes.  
They don’t see and hear about sisters anymore and don’t know what they could do.   We need to go out and spread the word and keep praying.

Ordination of Deacon Mauricio 
Tovar in Schuyler, NE. - May 24, 
2019.
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Speakers 6-17-19 - Craig Johring, Founder & Executive Director 
and Danny Leger, Founder & Director - Hope for the Poor

 
Craig Johring:  Since 2006, Craig 
has mentored college students and 
worked with the poor in Mexico 
City. He works with street kids to 
help transform their lives by giving 
them hope, encouragement, and help 
with their basic needs, such as 
clothing, blankets, shoes and food. 
Each year he hosts groups of college 
students who come to Mexico City 
on mission trips to learn from the 
poor.   In 2012, he brought the 
founders of a Mexico City-based, 

pro-life home to his home state of Nebraska on a mission trip, which 
resulted in a home being established in Omaha to save the lives of 
young mothers and their babies.
 
Craig has also worked for many years on projects in Mexico City to 
end human trafficking. He helped produce the “Volviendo” 
documentary that is being used by churches and organizations to raise 
awareness about human trafficking in Latin America. Underlying 
Craig’s heart for the poor is the vision to bring together people to 
work together and share resources for bringing people to Christ.  
Learn more about Craig at:  craigjohring.com

 
Danny Leger:  Danny is from Omaha, 
NE.  He is a husband and father.  He has 
worked as a youth minister, worship 
leader, campus minister, and missionary 
for 13 years. Danny has shared his faith 
through songs, stories, giving retreats, 
and parish missions, leading worship at 
youth rallies, conferences, BCYC, World 
Youth Day, pilgrimages to the March for 
Life, Christian music festivals, and may 
other events and mission trip -- from the 
smallest towns in the mid-west to third 
world islands and European Cathedrals.  

Danny wants to share the love and hope of Jesus Christ with all he 
meets. Danny is also a songwriter and recording artist, with a desire to 
bring people closer to God through the gifts of music and worship. 
Danny has two albums out now and a third on the way! Danny has a 
heart for worship but also a heart for the poorest of the poor and is 
working hard to develop programs that help people of all ages 
encounter the living God through prayer, worship, and service, 
inspiring all to radically live out the Gospel, winning souls for Christ 
and bringing hope to the poor!  Listen to Danny’s song, “Through the 

Eyes of Jesus” at:  https://youtu.be/akyaHEAT_   For more information 
about Hope of the Poor, go to: www.hopeofthepoor.org

Craig began by saying he has spent the past 13 years in Mexico City.  
He grew up in O’Neill, NE and attended the University of Nebraska at 
Kearney.    He just came back from Mexico City.    He has had many 
groups come to spend 5 days in the Mission.   He tries to get people to 
see what is going on.    He has had FOCUS groups and people from 
various parishes, etc.   Scott Watts - a former seminarian -  works with 
them full time.  He would like to share stories of some of the people 
they try to help.

The Archdiocese asked him to take Hope for the Poor to the Indian 
Reservation   A group of 45 high school kids and their sponsors went 
with them to Winnebago and they “hung out” with the kids at Macy.   
The high school kids who went on the mission trip had conversions in 
their lives.

They recently came back to Omaha  for the  Arch/Omaha Unite events.  
Danny provided the music for the teen event.

Mexico City is huge and it is a long way from the cabin on the lake he 
was used to.  There are 30 to 40 million people living there.  When he 
started working with the poor he planned to stay two to three years.  
Now he lives there part of the year.   He lives in a convent with  
cloistered nuns. He knows right now the nuns are praying for him.  If 
you come for a visit you will have to stay in the convent.   There are 
many Catholic churches. He can walk to  church very easily.   Mexico 
City was basically Catholic, however. over the past 100 years other 
religions have been moving in.   Now there are thousands of different 
Protestant churches.  There is a lot of work to do.  He works with street 
kids and tries to get them off the street.   He has begun to get them off 
drugs.  They have rented homes for 12 families.  It is not easy but it is 
rewarding.  He lives near the Basilica of Guadeloupe.  He sees people 
crawling up the steps on their knees. He has heard of many healings.  
He, personally, has seen two people healed in the last six months.  
Things like that are happening.  We have to believe in God.  

In late July every seminarian from the Kansas City diocese will be 
coming to Mexico City.    The Archbishop will celebrate Mass in the 
dump.   They want the help of Priests.   Fr. Nolte has been to Mexico 
City twice.   Scott Watts talks to school kids and to adults in the Miami 
area.  They are hoping Scott can spend more time in the schools. We 
need to make our Catholic church feel really cool to the kids.  

Danny was a radical Catholic, he had the sacraments, but no one ever 
mentioned to him that he could have Jesus in his life.   He is a youth 
minister and wanted to be able to evangelize.  He has been an artist and 
a song writer and has worked with youth groups.  Combined they have 
about 25 years of ministry.  When he met Craig he felt he could really
                Continued on page 11
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contribute.  He had a mountain top experience at a retreat.  When he went to Mexico City, he found out how to come down off the mountain.  He 
needed to stay within arms reach of Jesus.   

Our Lady first appeared at Guadeloupe in 153l.  Nine million people came to Christ in the first 7 years.  They walked to Mexico City.  She is still 
leading people to Christ.  People keep coming.  When Craig first came to Mexico City he planned to convert everyone to the protestant faith.  He 
was having a lot of success.  Then one day someone invited him to Our Lady of Guadeloupe church.  The crazy thing is this pastor knew nothing 
about her.  He goes in with another group.  He sat through the Mass.  He had some explanation about  the consecration and the real presence of 
Christ.  When they left the Mass that day, there was one person who wanted to become a Catholic and that was Craig.  He met Danny at a 
conference in Norfolk.  They formed a focus group to help the poor.  When they were in Macy, the high schools got to hang out with the Native 
Americans.  It was an explosion of Jesus.

They have hosted 35 FOCUS missions in Mexico City.  About every week there is someone who has a calling to go into religious life.  There 
will be a group from Gretna going to Mexico City later this year to work with Hope for the Poor.  Craig has been a Catholic for five years and 
can’t believe he was not told about the real presence of Christ in the past.  We have to share with the protestants that we have Jesus in our life.  
Our work is to bring people into an encounter with Christ -- the suffering Christ.  He wants to teach people how to work with someone and see 
Jesus in them.  We need to bring Christ into the darkest places.  There are many amazing stories.  Danny said many years ago he did a 
consecration to Mary. He has always wanted to write a Mary song.  During the consecration to Mary he thought of Jesus, as a little boy, 
promising his mother that when he became King, he would make her Queen.  He proceeded to sing the song he wrote for Mary.

Craig thought that once he decided he wanted to join the Catholic faith he could be brought into the church immediately.  He spent three years 
with a Priest in Mexico City learning theology.  Five years ago he was confirmed by the bishop in Dallas.  He began working with kids ages 
13-18. They were doing drugs and some were dying. He could not seem to reach them.  One of the Priests told him to pray with them.  He tore a 
picture of our Lady of Guadeloupe off the back of a magazine and hung it in the room where the kids were sleeping.  All of the kids who slept 
there are now in re-hab.  In working with others still on drugs, they told him those who were in re-hab slept in the room with the picture of Mary.  
He said the kids just want to be like everyone else, they feel different as they do not have the clothes, shoes, etc.  When he was at the reservation 
in Winnebago and at Macy, he took 50 American Indian kids to a bowling alley in Sioux City.  Another time he took a group to a water park. He 
bought them swim suits and sandals.  They looked like every other kid.  They just want to fit in with all of the other kids.

Danny said the first time he was in Mexico City, he went to one of the meetings.  The group took the people food, they all eat tacos and hot 
sauce.  There was a woman in the group who had been beaten.  He started playing a song and she stood up dancing to the music.  When he asked 
her what she was doing, she said the baby in her womb was dancing.  God did a lot with some chicken tacos and some hot sauce to give her 
some hope from the darkness of her physical pain even into the darkness.

We are the people who are to be the salt and light.  Mother Theresa said ”there is light in this world and it can put out the darkness. The spirit 
will emerge from ordinary people and we can help in extraordinary ways.’’  Danny ended the presentation with another one his songs.

Ordination - 

Fr. Bill Cremers  
Cathedral

June 1, 2019

See one more picture of ordination on 
page14...
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Pope Francis’
Prayer Intention 
for July, 2019

Remember the West Omaha Serra 
Club when you update your will.  
Estate planning is an easy way to 
make a lasting donation

Meeting Time
First and third Monday of each month, a luncheon meeting at 
11:45 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. at Garden Cafe at Rockbrook Village, 
11040 Oak Street Omaha, NE   68144 (108th & Center)

Objectives
We are an organization of Catholic lay men and women who 
work to foster and promote vocations to the priesthood and 
consecrated religious life of the Catholic Church and to develop 
an appreciation of the priesthood and of all religious vocations in 
the Catholic Church.  We also strive to further Catholicism by 
encouraging members in fellowship and education to fulfill their 
Christian vocation to service.
Activities
...! Financial support for seminarians and novices.
...! Assistance to Archdiocesan Vocation Office.
...! Encourage attendance at the Serra District and 
! International conventions.
...! Appreciation Dinner for Priests hosted by Serrans 
! and spouses.
...! Appreciation Event for women of Consecrated Life
...! Summer picnic for Seminarians and their families 
! along with priests.
...! Pre-ordination dinner for seminarians and priests.
...! Chair Archbishop’s Committee for Lay Vocations.
...! Golf &Tennis Outing and Dinner for Archdiocesan 
! priests, brothers and seminarians.
...! Boys Town Dinner for those attending the Institute for 
! Priestly Formation.
...! New Member Induction Mass and Dinner,
...! E-mails, letter writing and cards to seminarians.
...! Support for parish vocations committees.
...! Organize “31” Clubs in Archdiocesan parishes
...! Development and maintenance of West Omaha !Serra 
! Membership Directory.
...! Development and maintenance of West Omaha !Serra 
! Website.
...! Seminarian Christmas Dinner.
...! College Connection for Catholics (CCC).
...! Seminary Visits.

History
The Serra Club of Omaha was chartered on October 7, 1951.  
By 1987 the Club had grown to more than 100 members and, 
with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, established a second club in 
the West Omaha area.
The Serra Club of West Omaha received its charter from Serra 
International on February 11, 1988 with 31 members.

June, 2019

The Integrity of Justice:  That those who 
administer justice may work with integrity and 
that the injustice which prevails in the world may 
not have the last word.

=====================
Note:
Golf and Tennis Outing was rained out on 
June 3rd.  It was re-scheduled and held 
on June 10th.  Good weather and a good 
turn-out on that date!!
=====================
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DATE NAME YEAR
 July 1 Rev. Paul J. Fangman 2010

2  Rev. T. H. Albert Walbum 1903

  Msgr. Edward Gleeson 1954

3  Msgr. Henry Schoof 1933

  Msgr. Joseph B. Falke 1959
4  Most Rev. James M. O'Gorman 1874

  Deacon Ben Toscano 1993

7  Deacon Tom Valasek 2012

8  Rev. Joseph F. Lane 1980

11  Msgr. Bernard H. Lordemann 1960

12  Most Rev. Gerald T. Bergan 1972

  Msgr. Anthony S. Kluthe 1974

14  Rev. Francis Szczepuchowski 1939

15  Rev. Timothy F. O'Callaghan 1937

  Deacon Jim Brich 2015

16  Rev. Walter F. Flynn 1966

18  Rev. Casmir Renner 1924

  Rev. Raymond Ireland S.J. 1964

  Rev. Adrian J. Van Veen 1980

19  Rev. Michael F. Gluba 1958

  Deacon Robert Shoemaker 1998

21  Rev. Fred Uhing 1892

  Msgr. Michael A. Quinn 1970

26  Deacon George Buglewicz 1997

27  Rev. Ernest R. Halemba 1982

  Rev. Robert J. Smith 2015

28  Rev. Michael Barrett 1918

June, 2019

DATE NAME YEAR
Aug. 2 Rev. August A. Ziesel 1964

3  Deacon Rinold ter Kuile 2015
6  Rev. Clement Beyersdorfer 1953

  Rev. John A. Kunkel 1956

  Rev. John P. Downey 1996
  Rev. John E. Vernon 2008

7  Rev. Duane W. Lukes 1998

8  Rev. Anthony Birnbach 1941

  Rev. Joseph Rose 1960

  Rev. George Mikulski 1963

  Rev. John J. O'Brien 1985

  Rev. Thomas Allen, O.S.B 1989

11  Rev. James F. Buschelman 1986

12  Rev. Edward J. Hunkeler 2011

16  Deacon Bob Baker 1995

17  Rev. Daniel B. Leary 1956

  Rev. Michael Stagno 1960

18  Rev. Ferdinand Krings 1936

  Rev. Francis X. Renner 1950

  Deacon Carl Perrin 2014
19  Msgr. Bernard A. Sinne 1961

20  Rev. Carl J. Peter 1991

21  Rev. William C. Kleffman 1997

23  Rev. Clement Stratmann 1942

25  Msgr. Charles Strassberger 1969

  Msgr. Robert P. Burns 1976

26  Rev. Joseph P. Myers 1988

27  Rev. John V. Wallace 1917

29  Rev. Julius Rothkegel 1914

  Deacon Jerry Rettenmaier 2002

Continued on page 14
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DATE NAME YEAR
Aug.29 Msgr. Robert P. Hupp 2003

30  Rev. Daniel F. Reifenrath 1984

31  Rev. Andrew Judge 1901
  Rev. William J. Hettinger 1991
  Rev. Edgar J. Wortman 2007

Sept.
2  Rev. John S. Broz 1919
  Rev. Daniel E. Galas 2008
4  Rev. Robert H. Duffy 1958
  Deacon Al Ebsen 1990
  Msgr. Francis J. Hulsman 1997
  Rev. J. Kenneth Carl 2001
5  Deacon Carl Miller 2013
6  Msgr. Joseph Bosheck 1965
7  Deacon Leo Zimmer 1984
  Rev. Stanislaus Golik 2009
9  Rev. Joseph Chundelak 1918
  Msgr. Herman J. Kaup 1981

12  Rev. Peter C. Gannon 1934
  Deacon Richard McNeil 2015

13  Rev. Louis J. Demers 1989
15  Rev. Michael Byrne 1942
  Rev. Roger F. Hayes 1958
  Msgr. John A. Flynn 1997

16  Rev. Leo Frank Mainzer 1939
18  Rev. John J. Flood 1902
  Rev. Anthony Folta 1937

20  Rev. Hugh F. Gately 1971
  Rev. Peter F. Burke 1980
  Deacon John Schoberg 1992
  Rev. Jerome H. Dickes 2008

21  Rev. William Klein 1974
  Rev. Francis A. Moreci 2003

22  Rev. John J. O'Sullivan 1937
  Rev. Stanislaus J. Zukowski 1962

23  Deacon Daniel Mendick 2000
24  Rev. Patrick Brophy 1924
  Rev. Vaclav Kovar 1998

June, 2019

DATE NAME YEAR
Sept. 25 Rev. Jeremiah J. O'Callaghan 1906
  Rev. Stephen L. Dowd 1940

26  Rev. Aloysius L. Brucker 1944
  Rev. Gentil Vermuellen 1955
  Rev. Paul J. Schwaab 1999

27  Rev. Patrick Moran 1939

 
Father Bill Cremers and Archbishop Lucas
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El Camino  - June, 2019
Mary Ann Casey
1329 South 162nd Street
Omaha, NE   68130

God is always calling men to the 
priesthood, religious life and the 
Permanent Diaconate, and women 
to religious life.  Helping them to 
hear that call is the most 
important role that you can play.

Officers of the Serra Club of West Omaha

President! ! ! Julia Palzer!! ! 704-0409
President-Elect              Jolene Jefferies! ! 521-0717
Chaplin! ! ! Fr. Frank Baumert ! 493-2186         
Secretary! ! ! Mary Ann Casey! ! 334-1044
Treasurer! ! ! Jerry Smith!! ! 289-2969!
VP Vocations! ! John Lingo!! ! 290-4670
VP-Programs! ! TBA!       
VP Membership! ! Hugh Spellman! ! 990-2469!
VP-Events! ! ! Stacey Floersch! ! 212-3348
VP-Communications! Deacon Bob Hamilton! 699-4063
El Camino Editor! ! Mary Ann Casey! ! 334-1044
Website ! ! ! Deacon Bob Hamilton! 699-4063
Historian! ! ! Kathy Sibbernsen! 330-3071
Trustee! ! ! Joe Vlock! ! ! 330-2393
Trustee! ! ! Bernie Schaefer! ! 201-8574
Trustee! ! ! Bob Fell! ! ! 333-6322!

 ! ! !

Place 
Postage

Here

westomaha.serranebraska.org

June, 2019


