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   HIGHLIGHTS FROM CHAPLAINS MEETING REFLECTIONS

 El Camino
          News from the Serra Club of West Omaha --March, 2019
                                www.westomaha.serranebraska.org

     Peace begins with a smile, we may never know all the good a simple smile can do - Mother Teresa
                              

                       PRESIDENT’S LETTER

As most of you know, our West 
Omaha Serra President, Bob 
Fell, has been ill.  He is 
currently in rehabilitation.  

If you would like to send Bob a 
card, please send it to his home 
address as follows:

! 11308 Pine Plaza
! Omaha, NE   68144

Please let Bob know you are thinking of him and 
please continue to keep him in your prayers.

Thank you,

1-7-19   - Fr. Baumert gave the 
reflection.    This weekend we 
celebrated the feast of the Epiphany.   
The magi came from different parts 
of the country.   They spent a year or 
two making plans and traveling to 
meet this newborn king. We can 
think of this in terms of a vocation to 
the Priesthood or consecrated life.  
We need to take steps in our parishes 
to make a new culture.    We need to 
look at some of the groups such as 
FOCUS in our church that promote the faith. Outcomes from some of 
these groups have been awesome.    Some parishioners help to sponsor 
them and they can use this as a stepping stone. We need to encourage 
them to think about what the rest of their life  is going to be like.  Some 
go into the vocation of marriage and they live this out  sanctified.  Some 
work with a group called Food for the Poor, or other organizations have a
                                                                           Continued on page 2

Upcoming Events
April 1	
 Luncheon Meeting- JP II Newman Center - Fr. Roza - Speaker
April 6	
 Vocations Summit - St. Patrick’s Fremont - 9:00 - 3:00
April 15	
Luncheon Meeting - Speaker - Rev. John Burger-Columban Frs.
May 6	
 Luncheon Meeting - Speaker - Archbishop George Lucas
May 20 	
Luncheon Meeting - Speaker-Sister Elizabeth Ann Miller - St.
	
 Francis Convent - West Point, NE
May 31	
 Pre-Ordination Dinner - St. Patrick’s -Fremont
June 1	
 Ordination - Rev. Mr. Bill Cremers - Cathedral
June 3	
 Golf and Tennis Outing for Priests and Seminarians
June 8	
 ArchOmaha Unite - CHI 
June 17	
 Luncheon Meeting - Speakers - Craig Johring and Danny
	
 Leger - Hope for the Poor - Mexico City

The last Saturday of every month, Serrans from all over the world are
invited to join together in a recitation of the Rosary for vocations. The link
to the site is http//global.gotomeeting.com/join/314315981

http://www.westomaha.serranebraska.org
http://www.westomaha.serranebraska.org
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way of getting  young people out among people who have less than 
they do and helping them and getting interested in service projects.  
This is an active grace which will reap rewards.    Doing things for 
others can be a starting point.  The “wise guys” showed us the path we 
need to inspire others. 

1-21-19 -  Father Baumert was unable to attend. Deacon Mike DeSelm  
gave the reflection. Today is Martin Luther King day. Also today we 
celebrate the feast of Saint Agnes. She was a virgin and martyr. Back 
then the church determined whether someone was a saint by how large 
a following they had. There are a lot of stories about how Agnes lived 
and was martyred. When she was a teenager a Roman wanted to marry 
her.  She wanted to remain a virgin and she turned him down.  He 
turned her in as being a Christian and that was considered a crime.  
Pictures show Agnes with a lamb in her arms, invoking purity and 
innocence. Agnes in Greek means pure. On the feast of Saint Agnes 
two lambs are presented in Rome. During Holy week they are shorn 
and from their wool the pallias, which are   presented to newly 
consecrated bishops, are woven.  This is a symbol of authority as well 
as a symbol of their community with the pope. 

In today’s  reading from Hebrews we hear that a Priest is a Priest for- 
ever according to the order of Melchizedek.  They were from the tribe 
of Levi -- the Levites.  They became  Priests largely because of the 
their fathers.  They had to make sacrifices both for themselves and for 
their people. The author of Hebrews reveals that Jesus is above all of 
this.   Jesus was a Priest for all of us.  He was created by God to be a 
Priest.  He was over the Levites.  He was not a Priest for one group, but 
for all.

We need to keep our eyes open.   If we see someone who has the 
qualities to become a Priest, we need to encourage them to  at least 
check out the seminary to see what the Priesthood is all about. We need 
to pray for our Priests and encourage them.  We also need to encourage 
men to look into the possibility of becoming a Deacon.

2-4-19 - Deacon Mike DeSelm gave the reflection.  From the readings 
this morning the psalm offers a good reflection on how we should trust 
in the Lord in all things.   The gospel from Mark talks about the man 
who lives in the cemetery.    He dwells among the tombs.   The people 
try to tie him down with chains but he always breaks free.    He 
constantly cries out    “what have you to do with me, Son of God”.  
Jesus asked the man his name and the man said it was Legion and  
“there are many of us”.  He pleaded that Jesus send the unclean spirits 
into a heard of swine.   The unclean spirits came out and entered the 
swine.   The swine rushed over a bank and into the sea.   The people 
began hearing about this and came to see what was going on   When 
they came out and saw the man sitting calmly they were seized with 
fear.  They had given up on this man, they were afraid of him. Instead 
                                                        Continued on page 3

Fifty Year Serra Member - John Kellogg with
his wife, Mary Ann

Ten Year Serra Members - Bob Fell, Jerry Smith, 
Roseanne Williby and Gene Spence.  Absent - John Lingo
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of being filled with fear, they should have been joyful.   But they 
didn’t understand what happened.    They began to beg Jesus to 
leave their district.   As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man 
who had been possessed begged Jesus to remain with him.  Jesus 
told him to go home to his family  and to announce to them what 
the Lord had done for him.    The man began to proclaim    what 
Jesus had done for him and all were amazed. 
 
We need to reflect on the power of God and realize we can do 
great things in our lives.  There can be transformations and the evil 
in our world can be cast out.  We need to learn to trust in God and 
no longer  worry about things.

2-18-19 -    Deacon Mike DeSelm gave the reflection.    In the 
gospel today the Pharisees came forward and began to argue with 
Jesus wanting a sign.  He sighed asking “why does this generation 
seek a sign?”.    Jesus said there would be no sign for this 
generation and he left them, got into a boat, and went off to the 
other shore.  

People in those days expected that when the messiah came, he 
would be pretty flashy.    The false messiahs had been making 
claims like they could divide the river Jordan.    Jesus fed 4,000 
with 7 loaves and had 7 baskets of leftovers.  That was a good sign 
but the Pharisees didn’t see it that way and they wouldn’t ask 
anybody. After that Jesus was talking with the apostles and asked 
if they remembered the feeding of multitudes    and how many 
baskets were left over.   The apostles still did not get it and they 
lived and traveled with him.   Jesus knew the hearts of those who 
were trying to test hm.    The Pharisees were trying to trap him.  
They thought he would be like the others and make false claims.  
They wanted to prove themselves right.    Jesus was greatly 
saddened because he loved the Pharisees. We get the impression 
that they were bad guys.   Jesus wanted to give them the grace of 
salvation and they rejected him. They were too blinded by their 
own pride snd wanted to make themselves look good.  How many 
times have we done the same thing — trying to make ourselves 
look good.    We still run into that today, people who have to be 
right and won’t believe what you are telling them because they are 
too proud.  How do we deal with that?    It’s hard in the case of 
vocations.   It seems like the kids in our schools are not aware of 
how bad the Priest situation is.   We have heard of cases where a 
parent tells the pastor not to talk to their son about becoming a 
Priest.    Society is so loud and our young men are caught up in 
what they will do for a career.   They want to be able to work and 
make a lot of money, go into politics, etc.  They are not looking at 
the possibility of becoming a Priest.    If we don’t do something 
soon there will have to be some changes.  We need to continue to 
pray for vocations.

3-4-19 - Fr. Baumert gave the reflection.  He recently returned from China 
where he said he ministered to the Boat People — he was on a cruise ship.  
He was able to see some of the territory where Paul Miki and companions 
taught.    He also saw the area where St. Francis Xavier preached.    He 
realized that not everyone has to become a Priest to save souls.    We 
struggle with the fact that everyone goes to heaven.  When someone dies 
we tend to canonize them. We still need to save souls, our own in 
particular.   We need to be careful how we talk about every one being with 
God.   God does love us and tries to save us from hell.   We need to love 
God.  If we turn away from him he can’t help us.  

When we invite young people to a vocation, one of the things we can say is 
“it would be so wonderful”.   Think of how the Navy advertises “join and 
see the world”.  As our young people are preparing for college they want a 
life that has an impact.  We need to contact Jr. High students as they are 
getting ready to enter high school.   Let them know they could save souls 
and all the good they could do would last for eternity.    We need to try to 
get vocations across to people.   The chaff will be blown away.  Don’t be a 
lightweight chaff.    We need to do something for souls; something good, 
something that will grow.

3-18-19 - Fr. Baumert gave the reflection.  Fr. said he had a question from a 
High School student who was struggling.    The student said he didn’t 
believe in God anymore.  His question was how could a good God allow all 
the horrible stuff that has been happening.   (That was before the floods.)  
He can’t understand all the violence that we do to each other.  People are 
starving in third world countries.    Religious wars are killing all these 
people.  Father told the student there are no religious wars. All of the wars 
over the last 1,000 years were caused by people who had no religion.  
Those causing the wars (Hitler, etc.) were atheists.   The sin of abortion is 
not noted anywhere in the scripture.   The student felt he had heard it was 
religious related and it had to be right.   If it’s on the internet it has to be 
true.  

When approached with a question like this we need to ask the question 
“which war are you talking about”.  It is not true.  If they hear it they feel it 
is true.    What are they doing in terms of faith    They are angry and not 
listening.   We need to have answers. We can be the family member who 
talks about this.  Tell them you heard it from Fr. Frank.  We want the world 
to be a better place?   This world is not heaven.  A lot of people think this 
world should be Heaven, God should change  everything. God is saving us 
to get to Heaven.   We are not going to fix this world.   This is boot camp.  
God is the way to get to Heaven.  Some feel if they die they will just cease 
to exist.  We need to have and appreciate our faith.
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SPEAKERS

1-7-19 - Sandy Danek, President of Nebraska Right to Life.   The topic of Sandy's talk -- Why Pro-Life Matters: My 
Life as a Convert and the Adoptive Mother of a Would-Be Priest.

Sandy Danek has been active in the pro-life movement for more than 30 years, beginning with volunteering for her 
local Right to Life chapter.   She has served in several positions and later joined the Board of Directors of Nebraska 
Right to Life, currently serving as president of the organization. She also serves as the pro-life coordinator for her 
parish, the Cathedral of the Risen Christ in Lincoln.

In addition, Sandy serves the Catholic Diocese of Lincoln as the program director and facilitator of the Healing 
Hearts Grief Program, a Christ-centered ministry offering support to those who have lost a loved one, including 
couples experiencing the death of a baby during pregnancy or shortly after birth. She is a choir member and cantor for 
the Cathedral and sings for the diocesan Masses broadcast on television.

Sandy and her husband, Richard, have been married for 43 years and have five children, two of which are adopted.   Her oldest of the two 
adopted, Timothy, is a priest for the Diocese of Lincoln.  They have 8 grandchildren.

Sandy started her talk by stating one of the things she wanted to talk about was her conversion story.   She did not grow up as a Catholic.  She 
was brought up in an abusive home.  As she was growing up, some cousins invited her to attend a Baptist church.  When her parents noticed she 
had some interest in the Baptist faith. they stopped her from attending.  She had a interest in religion but did  not know where to go.  She and a  
friend would walk by St. Mary’s church in Lincoln and they started to go to Mass.  They would sit in the choir loft so as not to draw attention.  
She was very intrigued.  She noticed the people blessing themselves with holy water and making the sign of the cross as they entered the church.  
She met her husband who was Catholic.  His parents were not happy.  She took him to a meeting of the Baptists at the Pershing Auditorium. She 
wanted to   show him what they were all about.  He was not impressed and she really had no clue what was going on.  They were married right 
after she got out of high school.   She never felt any pressure to join the Catholic church.  She never felt she was made an outcast.  She felt she 
was left to follow her own pathway.  She was able to focus on what God was doing in her life.  God was good to her, she has a devotion to his 
divine mercy. 

After she had her first child she started to go to RCIA classes.  (They lived in Colorado a the time.)   It was not very formal.  She really did not 
understand the real presence of Jesus in the Eucharist.  She did not realize how beautiful the Catholic Church is.  At the time she went through 
RCIA, 50% of those who came through the classes left the faith. When they moved back to Lincoln, God made an opening for her to get back 
into music.  Her choir went to Rome and that is where her light bulb went on.  She learned so much about her faith.  Seeing St. Peters and the     
catacombs moved her into a different direction.  She embraced the faith more and she loves what she can do in the church.  

She lost her second child to miscarriage in the second trimester.  She lost two additional children to miscarriage.  This was devastating and she 
went into grief support.  She joined Healing Hearts lay ministry who supports those who have lost a loved one, especially babies.  One day she 
was meeting with someone to talk about the life chain.    They began talking about two boys and the birth mom who decided she did not want to 
keep them.  They were looking for a home which had to be Catholic.  One of he boys, Tim, was born at 26 weeks gestation.   The mother had 
planned to have an abortion.  They stepped in and started the adoption process.  He had all kinds of problems.   The mom kept custody and they 
had another boy.  Both boys were dealing with neglect problems and they were taken away and put into foster care.   Sandy decided she wanted 
these babies. They were able to adopt them.    The younger boy would not relate to anyone.    They had some problems that needed to be 
addressed.   They went to Catholic school and church.   Tim was confirmed and became an altar server.   As a young boy he was eager to 
participate, he fell in love with the Mass.  Once a Priest asked him if he was a “Professional” altar server He was very detail oriented as to what 
was going on.  He was involved in the Soldiers of St. Sebastian.  It should be noted she and her husband had two more children prior to adopting 
the two boys.   It was difficult at the beginning, their 8 year old was very jealous; they are very close now as adults.  She was   able to stay at 
home after they adopted the two boys.  She was motivated to help babies and their mothers.         
                                                                                                                                         Continued on Page 5
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She has been involved in Right to Life issues over the last 30 years, also end of life issues.  Their son went to St. Gregory the Great Seminary in 
Seward.  She did not nag him but she prayed for him and supported him.  He was a poor student. He tried the University out of high school. He 
excelled at Home Depot.  He would volunteer  at a leadership camp.  At the end of his second year out of high school he was at a holy hour and 
heard a voice that said he should go to a seminary.  He heard the voice again and was told he should call his mom and let her know that this was 
where he needed to be.  Family support is huge.  Her daughter was not on board.  She was very vocal at times.  It wasn’t easy. It was hard for 
him to be away from home.  She stressed that anything we can do in terms of sending cards and texts is helpful.  He and his fellow seminarians 
formed a brotherhood.  Tim was ordained in 2017.  His sister was still pretty vocal at his deacon ordination, still feeling he had made the wrong 
decision.  However, when he was ordained a Priest she could see  he was where he belonged.  Sandy said it was an incredible gift to see her son 
become a Priest.  Her story is so prevalent to Right to Life as his life could have  so easily been snuffed out.  Her other adopted son was very ill 
about 9 years ago and the seminarians came and prayed for him and he survived.  He had to have open heart surgery last year and he came out 
of this well.  

Someone asked how the birth mother took the news that her son became a Priest. She, at first, expressed concern that he would never be married 
or have children.  There were sacrifices to be made.  There were financial obligations and their daughter kept trying to talk him out of being a 
Priest.  He had his faith to support him.  We as families have to say this is possible even though some sacrifice is involved.  She was asked about 
her job with Right for Life.  She started as a volunteer and then became more active in the Lincoln chapter as the kids got older.   She was 
invited to be on the Board. The Nebraska Walk for Life is January 26th.   We need to endorse candidates who support life issues.  We need to 
make things easier for the mothers.  They have a booth at the State fair every year and thousands come by to see what they are  doing.
Someone asked who the Soldiers of St.  Sebastian are.  They are a group of young boys at the Cathedral in Lincoln.

She was asked about girls being altar servers.   There are no girl servers in the Lincoln diocese.   She feels this is a good decision.  Boys can do 
what the Priest does, girls cannot.  Girls can do just as good a job, however, it seems when the girls serve, the boys step back.  

1-21-19  - Father Doyle is a native of Lima, Ohio.  He earned his B.S. in Medical Technology with a minor 
in Chemistry from Marquette University in 1980 and worked for five years in the laboratory at Milwaukee 
Children’s Hospital.   In 1985 he entered the Jesuit novitiate in St. Paul, MN and professed his vows of 
poverty, chastity, and obedience in 1987.    After a year of humanities studies at Creighton University in 
Omaha, he moved to Gonzaga University in Spokane, WA where he earned a pontifical licentiate in 
philosophy.   After three years teaching in Milwaukee at Marquette University High School, he moved to 
Weston Jesuit School of Theology where he was ordained a deacon and earned a Masters of Divinity.

As a deacon, he served as a volunteer at Marquette University High School, and after his ordination to the 
priesthood in 1997, he spent another 12 years at the Milwaukee school.    He served in many roles and 
capacities during that time including two years on the schools’ Board of Trustees and the Board of 
Members.  In the summer of 2009, he moved to St. John’s Jesuit High School and Academy in Toledo, OH, 
where he served as Vice President for Mission and Identity, a Theology teacher, and the co-director of the 20/20 Program for at risk students.  
During these years he also served on the Board of Trustees at St. John’s, Walsh Jesuit in Cuyahoga Falls, OH, and Brebeuf Jesuit High School in 
Indianapolis, IN.  After serving nine years in Toledo, Fr. Tom moved here to the Cloisters as Father in Residence.

Father started his talk by saying we need to get on the list to attend a retreat at the Cloisters on the Platte.  Even if there is a waiting list, there 
are a lot of last minute openings.

In terms of his vocation, he grew up in a lower middle class family.  His father was a machinist and his mother worked at Montgomery Ward.  
He has two siblings, an older brother who  has a Ph.D in  medical philosophy and an older sister who is a registered nurse.  His family was pious 
but not over the top Catholic.  They went to Mass on Sundays and attended 40 hours devotions. When they were younger they prayed the rosary 
during Lent. In 1985 he  entered the Jesuit order mainly because he wanted the community life.  He didn’t like the idea of living alone.  Also, he 
had gone to Marquette University and knew quite a few Jesuits.  He felt they were pretty demanding and didn’t know how long he would stay.  
Their motto is “for the greater glory of God” and there is no room for mediocracy.  The Jesuits do things differently, they are always on the 
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cutting edge.  They are not always on the Pope’s list of best friends.  
Sometimes they push people harder than they want to be pushed.  
People thought Thomas Aquinas was dangerous.  They felt he was 
going off into unchartered waters.  As time went by, he was proven to 
be right in what he was teaching.   Father spent two summers in a 
Monastery, in Minnesota,  with the Benedictines.  The Benedictions 
felt they had spearheaded some of the the early thinking regarding 
reform.  Jesuit spirituality is not a question of how much we can do 
but how well we can do it.  Try to do everything as well as we can.  
Uniqueness comes from the inside.  We are always going to push 
you.  If a student lacks character, they will push them to the next 
level. 

Father says he goes everywhere with his camera.  He sees God in all 
things.  St. Ignatius of Loyola understood they were going to be busy.  
All monastic students gathered  5 times a day for prayer at the 
monastery. They would have to stop work and go to the monastery.  
Some stopped going to the monastery for prayer, so they started 
praying where they were during the day.  The camera has opened his 
eyes.  Now he sees beauty in everything.  It has brought him back to 
be with God in all things.  Ignation spirituality is for the lay man.  It 
is a very practical spirituality.  It is also a way of praying.  When 
Jesus becomes incarnate, everything becomes clear.  Ignation prayer 
likes us  to use our imagination.  One of the formats is to contemplate 
by going to the bible and finding a passage in a graphic setting, find a 
quiet place and try to put yourself into the setting,  How do you feel, 
what is Jesus saying to you.  What do you see or smell.  Father talked 
to  a group of high school students and a very bright student tried 
this. He was reading the passage where Jesus was at the seaside and  
asked Peter “do you love me”?  Jesus walked into the water and the 
student could feel himself running off into the water. He felt Jesus 
splash him with water.  He splashed  Jesus back and then they were 
wrestling in the water.  That was the first time Jesus was real to him.  
Jesus became his brother.  

Ignation spirituality is about great desire. Ignatius believed God 
works in us through our desire.  A desire is something we really want.  
That may not be God’s desire for us.  Our deepest desires are inside 
us.   Father said when he was discerning for the Priesthood he knew it 
had to be God’s will. He wasn’t sure he wanted it and he prayed to be 
left alone. He had to determine if he wanted to remain in the medical 
field that he had trained for or if he should become a Priest.   It was 
God’s desire that he become a Priest.  He decided to try it.  He felt he 
might be thrown out in six months; that was 33 years ago. 

The fact people are at this meeting shows that they want to serve the 
church and to promote vocations.  We are working against a wall.  
The last high school where he worked, about 60% were Catholic but 

only about half were practicing Catholics.   Parents don’t engage. 
Families are smaller and they feel their heritage is lost.  We have to 
really encourage.  We also need to encourage young women’s vocations. 
They have a profound impact  on students.  Father took some young 
boys to a retreat run by nuns and many of the boys had never seen a 
religious sister.  

Being a Jesuit can open up many things from attending black tie affairs 
to living in a village in India.  They are taught to be comfortable 
anywhere.  There are many wonderful experiences in life and we need to 
be ready for whatever our Lord  has in store for us.  We can be free of 
our problems if we do what God asks.  

Ignation spirituality is summed up in one sentence.  Praise, reverence 
and service to God in order to save our soul.  Anything else is evil.  Our 
time on the face of the earth is limited.  

The Jesuits are very practical.  If something is necessary for what they 
do, they can own it, but they are expected to use it in the right way.  
Everything is for our use, but if it leads us to sin we need to get rid of it.   
If it brings us closer to God we need to use it  for his honor.  From the 
beginning Jesuits were using technology.  They were some of the first 
groups to use the printing press to publish religious articles.  CU has a 
website which gets 70 million hits a year (online ministry.com).  They 
are always trying new things and going in new directions.  

2-4-19 -Board Review:  We did not have a speaker, however, board 
members spent time going over their various job descriptions and 
providing  an overview of the Serra Club.  The presentation began with a 
video that was produced   on the 25th anniversary of the West Omaha 
Club.  

Treasurer:  Jerry Smith gave a presentation on the Financial Structure 
of the club and a description of what his job as treasurer entails.  There 
are currently 96 members in the West Omaha Club (60 are regular 
members, 13 couples, 5 parents of Priests, 4 inactive members and 1 
member under 35 years of age.)   Quarterly dues are $100/individuals, 
$150/couples, $50/parents of Priests, $35/inactive members, and $50/
under 35 years of age.  Typically an additional fee is charged to attend 
events.  Dues cover cost of meals at the Garden Cafe ($13/meal)  — there 
are 20 meetings/year.  If a member comes to all of the meetings, that is 
$260/person for meals. Payments are also made to Serra International 
and to the Regional and District Counsels for each member.  There is a 
$25 initiation fee for new members and $11.25 of this fee is paid to Serra 
International.  Jerry’s position entails sending out notices and reminders 
regarding dues and event payments.    He also deals with Serra 
International in terms of records, initiation fees and twice yearly dues.  
He also files a form 990 to maintain tax free status for the club.  He does 
the club accounting in terms of club income, pays the bills etc.     
                                       Continued on page 7
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Communications:  Chris Tooker is in charge of communications  He sends out weekly e-mails regarding up-coming events and information 
from the club President.   He also sends the quarterly newsletter (prepared by Mary Ann Casey) to the club members.  There is also a website 
which has information on our club as well as the Omaha Club and the Norfolk, Lincoln, North Platte and Kearney clubs.   To check out the 
website, go to www.serranebraska.org.

Events:  Jeanne Vlock is in change of the West Omaha Club events.   The Pre-Ordination dinner will be held on May 31st at St.Patrick’s in 
Fremont.   The other events sponsored by the West Omaha Club are the Brunch for the Women of Consecrated Life, Holy Hour for Vocations 
and the Seminarian Christmas party.   The Serran induction and honor night and the Golf and Tennis outing are sponsored jointly and the 
Omaha Club sponsors the Seminarian Picnic which is held at the end of the summer.  Jeannie would like to retire from this position.  If anyone 
is interested in taking over the events, please let Bob Fell or Julia Palzer know.  Jeannie would still be available to help out. We currently do 
not do anything for our parish Priests.  The Board has been trying to find something that we could do for them.  The Priests are so busy, it is 
hard to find a time to schedule an event.  Bob Fell indicated there will be 9 or 10 inductee’s at the Induction on February 25th.  We have lost 12 
members this past year for various reasons.  Several had been inactive for some time and were taken off the list.   Invitations for the dinner 
have been sent out.

Programs:   Jolene Jefferies  has speakers scheduled through mid-June.   Topics are targeted to a speakers’ specially, the liturgical calendar or 
possibly the Pope’s prayer intention.  They are also encouraged to tell their   vocation story    Each year Archbishop Lucas and Fr. Roza are 
scheduled to up-date us on what is happening in the archdiocese and in the area of vocations.   Fr. Roza will be speaking on April 1st and that 
meeting will be held at Saint JPII Newman  Center.   Archbishop Lucas will speak on May 6th.  Typically there are 10 speakers scheduled each 
Fall and 10 each Spring.  Speakers are given a $50.00 Visa gift card for speaking  and, if appropriate,  $25.00 Visa gift card to cover mileage.  
Up-dated program handouts are distributed at meetings to encourage attendance and to encourage guests to attend.

Vocations:  John Lusaro talked about the various areas where Serra is involved in terms of vocations.  Adopt a seminarian -- each seminarian 
has a Serran who is praying for them and supporting them with letters, cards, etc  Visits to the seminaries - to visit with and give support to the 
seminarians.  We participate, with physical assistance, at the sixth grade rally for vocations each year.  Financial support and volunteer work at 
the pre-ordination dinner and the seminarian Christmas party.  Serrans are also encouraged to attend the Vocations Summit on April 6th in 
Fremont, NE.    John is working with Fr. Roza to get addresses of retired Priests and we hope to plan something for them.    IPF will be 
celebrating their 25th anniversary in July and we will be participating in a reception July 12-13.  The breakfast and tour at Boys Town, for IPF,  
will not be held this year.

Overall, those in attendance were in agreement with the things that are being done.   Everyone seemed to be happy with where we have the 
meetings and the meals.   There was some discussion regarding the Newman Connection.  It has become more difficult to get information from 
the schools in order to contact students regarding where they plan to attend college, etc.  There also seems to be a question of what happens to 
the information that we provide.  FOCUS does not seem to use the names.  This needs to be revisited.

February 18, 2019 - Rev. David M. Korth  - Pastor, Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Omaha Chief Executive 
Officer, CUES (Christian Urban Education Service), a nonprofit organization that supports Sacred Heart, Holy 
Name and All Saints Schools.
 
Fr. Dave Korth grew up on a farm outside Randolph, Nebraska, and is the youngest of seven children. He was more 
into sports growing up than music, but he did participate in choir and show choir, along with being a standout in 
high school football and basketball. He also enjoys bicycling. 
 
Fr. Dave attended Mount Marty College in Yankton, South Dakota, for a year, then transferred to Conception 
Seminary College in Conception, Missouri. He completed his theological training at St. Paul Seminary School of 
Divinity in St. Paul, Minnesota.  Fr. Dave was ordained a Roman Catholic priest for the Archdiocese of Omaha in 

1992.   Previous assignments included St. Leo Church in Omaha and St. Patrick Church in Fremont. He was campus minister at Scotus Central 
Catholic in Columbus before taking a position with the St. Augustine Indian Mission.
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Fr. Dave’s desire to serve on an Indian Reservation goes back to his high 
school days. He began ministering on the Omaha and Winnebago Indian 
Reservations, located in the rolling hills of Northeast Nebraska, in 2003. 
It was here that he was drawn to the Native American flute.  He has been 
playing the flute since 2008. Fr. Dave, as he is affectionately known, sees 
the music he produces on the flute more as spontaneous prayers as 
opposed to compositions.   After hearing him play the flute publicly for 
the first time, a parishioner asked him who his instructor was.   When Fr. 
Dave mentioned he was self-taught, the parishioner said, "It comes to you 
naturally. That means the Creator wants you to pray to Him this way."  
While Fr. Dave served at the St. Augustine Indian Mission for 13 years, 
he made a huge impact with the people there.   His first two years were 
spent as the Pastor and the next eleven years as the Director of the 
Mission.  Fr. Dave has recorded four CDs with his Native American flute, 
with sales benefiting the mission.
 
In August of 2016, Fr. Dave became the Pastor of Sacred Heart Church in 
Omaha.  To welcome Fr. Dave to Sacred Heart Church, a sacred drum 
ceremony was held during the August 7 Mass in recognition of his strong 
ties to the native American culture.

Fr. Korth, 53, said he would have been happy spending the rest of his 
career with the St. Augustine Indian Mission, but he knows that the 
reassignment by the Archdiocese of Omaha and the new challenges that 
come with it are healthy.    “(Change)  leads to growth.” “If we’re not 
changing, we’re dying.”

History of the Christian Urban Education Service (CUES):    Due to 
changes in the neighborhood, Sacred Heart Parish was no longer able to 
fund the Catholic grade school at 22nd and Binney. It had primarily been 
an Irish neighborhood and people started moving out west and it became 
an African/American area.  Father said Dick Hautzinger has been 
instrumental in CUES since it’s beginning.  A group of business people, 
headed by Jon C. Kenefick,   had the foresight to set up a non-religious 
501c3 so they could solicit school support from foundations and 
corporations.   The model for Sacred Heart worked so well that in 2012 
the CUES board agreed to assume some financial responsibility for two 
other schools in Omaha’s inner city — All Saints and Holy Name.  Those 
two schools were placed under the CUES umbrella.    CUES was 
considered a fund raising arm of these two schools.  They funded Sacred 
Heart first, and helped the other two schools as much as they could.  They 
had very little control over the other two schools.   This created problems 
in getting grant money since the fundraising model favored one school 
over the others.   The fundraising office had not expanded in 2012.   In 
reality CUES had no operational control over the 3 schools.   The three 
schools were independent “silos” run by pastors/principals.   The schools 
had a different number of school days, different assessment tools and 
different salary structures for teachers.  There was no data being captured 

from the three schools to show that they were making a difference.  
Schools were not being held accountable and were not efficient.  

In 2016 new faculty came on board and  a new director was hired and 
in January of 2017 a new vision and strategic direction of CUES was 
agreed upon.    A central office was formed which oversees and funds 
all three schools.    The CUES foundation was moved away form the 
Archdiocese and it became a non-religious, non-profit organization 
which could focus on fund raising support for the new school system.  
Some foundations will not give to a religious organization.  The three 
schools are now under the same governing body, the teachers have the 
same salary structure, same assessment tools, etc.    The Catholic 
schools used to have nuns and they spent all of their time together.  
They worked with each other and were constantly sharing ideas.  Now 
there are lay teachers and they would go home by themselves and 
something was missing. All the teachers (of the three schools) now 
work together on their personnel development days utilizing the 
expertise they have in the system.    They have a Chief Academic 
Officer, Mary McGuire, the Principals report to her.  

About 86% of the kids get free or reduced rate lunches. This is based 
on family income.   Long term it is hoped to be able to incorporate St . 
Peter and Paul School into the program.   Many students in that area 
are living in poverty.    When the five school consortium was 
established, St. Peter and Paul became part of that.  The other four 
schools have about 32% of students who qualify for  free or reduced 
lunch rates.  St. Peter and Paul sticks out like a sore thumb in that 
group.  It has become a primarily hispanic parish.  It takes a lot of 
money to run the school.  Without hardly any money coming in, they 
are basically giving education away to the poor.    Giving those in 
poverty an education is the best thing we can do for them.   The kids 
come with many issues.  They want the teachers to have time to teach.  
Want to raise the bar so the kids can achieve grades.   The kids are 
amazing.   In order to do fund raising hard core data is needed.  Need 
to help the teachers as well.  The poor don’t have the early childhood 
development as others coming into kindergarten.  Ways to fill that gap  
continue to be needed.   Many children in the same class are learning 
at different levels.

On the funding side, there is an executive director.  Over 5 years they 
are trying to raise six million dollars/year.  When Father came here the 
annual fund was bringing in 1.3 million/year. About 2.5 million comes 
from the foundation.   

Contracts are being written for all teachers under the CUES system.  
Father feels they have the right principals  in the right places.   If a 
student gets into trouble, they can’t just be sent home.    There is 
probably no one at home and they would just get into more trouble.  
The problem student is kept at school, sometimes they are taken to the
                                               Continued on page 9
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 Heart Ministry Center and they are  able to see some of the people there.  Keeping them in school is a game changer for these kids.  Fr. feels 
when he prays he has been inspired by Fr. Flanagan.

There was a question about getting the parents excited about school and trying to get the kids to appreciate their school. They try to help them 
understand  that for them it is about ownership of their school.  Raise the bar for the parents.  Let them know if they don’t fill out the paperwork 
the child won’t be allowed.   They need to know the consequences.   Parents have to pay $600/year.  If they can’t afford it, they can work for 
credits to pay some of the tuition.

Father was asked about the number of students.   There are 557 total; 150 at Sacred Heart, 140 at All Saints and the rest at Holy Name.  There 
are students from kindergarten through sixth grade.  Holy Name had 120 kids in 2012  -- they were barely keeping the school going-- now they 
are back up to around 200.  

March 4 -Sarah Dickmeyer, stay-at-home mom and Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Instructor, is a member of 
St. Patrick of Gretna.   Sarah's  topic: Teaching Our Children the Catholic Faith with the Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd.  This awesome educational program is sure to help increase vocations to the priesthood by 
inspiring children, starting at a very young age, to know and love their Catholic faith!
 
Born and raised in Iowa, Sarah has called Omaha home since 2011. She is a cradle Catholic, wife, mother to 
three (Zelie, 5, Thea, 3, and Fulton, 1) and is passionate about living out her faith. A former IBM client 
executive, now a stay-at-home mom, Sarah, guided by the Holy Spirit and assisted by the spiritual direction of 
Fr Michael Grewe, launched Christ Renews His Parish in 2014 at St Patrick of Gretna. In 2017, she discerned a 
call to finish her Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Level 1 formation that began nearly ten years prior at her 
former parish in West Des Moines, Iowa. When she approached St Patrick’s new Pastor, Fr. Matthew Gutowski, he was excited about launching 
CGS as he previously experienced the fruits of the program at his former parish. In her free time, Sarah loves to CrossFit and cheer on her 
beloved Chicago Cubs and Iowa Hawkeyes. Sarah’s husband Corey credits his wife with his conversion to Catholicism and is now pressing 
hard to convert her to becoming a Husker fan. 

Sarah began her presentation by showing a video of this teaching.  This is a different approach of teaching children, starting at a young age,  to 
bring them to the love of the Good Shepherd.  There is a bond between God and Children.  This produces a desire to be truly close to him.  This 
type of teaching was patterned after the Montessori teaching giving the child hands on training and inspiring children at a very young age to 
know and love their Catholic faith first from their hearts and later an intellectual understanding and belief in the Good Shepherd as they 
progress through three levels of training and grow into their teenage years. 
 
An atrium, a prayerful environment, is prepared for the children so that there is a place to come and   involve themselves in a  quiet learning 
space.  They can spend from 90 minutes to two hours in the atrium.  At St. Pats in Gretna they easily see the children stay involved for 2 hours.  
They have the sense of reverence in the atrium.  The children crave the silence.  They learn the colors of the church year. They are aware of the 
seasons by the color of the Priest’s vestments.   After a time the children gravitate to certain areas.  One little boy always goes to the Mass prep 
area.  This is different, it is not just prayer.   It allows the children to go deeper into their faith.  They have a prayer table and the children will 
repeat prayers.  One little boy sings the Gloria as he “plays” at the prayer table.  The pillars are the scripture and the liturgy.  The teaching is 
exclusive to their ages.  They are aware of the words that the Priest says.  Materials used at mass are in the atrium and the children know what 
the altar is, the altar cloth, the chalice,  candles, etc. This helps them to understand.

There are three levels to the training 1-6 years, 6-9 years and 9-12 years.  Level l employs love and joy.  Levels 2 and 3 enters into the age of 
reason.  They learn the Good Shepherd loves his sheep.  We need to see God in the child and motivate them.  

In 1952, after the death of the founder of Montessori, two women in Italy set out to secure religious education for children.  The question was 
asked -- is religious education something we are imposing on our children or is it something they are asking of us?    They developed CGS. 
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Jesus is represented as a shepherd.  He will go in search of his sheep, he will protect them and lay down his life for the sheep.  They have  a 
profound acceptance and complete trust.  Parables are shared. At first they listen and then  they reflect and re-read the materials and move the 
figures that are in the atrium.  They love a place of silence.  Children move through stages of growth.  They need to become participants.  They 
need to understand what is happening at Mass.  They are into the cycles of the year.  They have a need to explore the history of time and look at 
the head of the kingdom of God.  They are interested in finding things in creation.  To find peace, they need to create peace in themselves. They 
teach that Jesus died and left the earth in a past time in history in the land of Israel.  St. Elizabeth Ann   has been teaching this model.  Level 1 
requires 90 hours of training.

Sarah brought a sample atrium to share at her talk and explained how the children are taught about the altar, the altar cloth, crucifix, chalice, 
lighting the candles, etc.  The children are allowed to handle the various Mass items, and are taught to reverence them. 

In order to teach the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, teachers need to go through formation.  Sarah provided a tuition and registration form.  
Our group was encouraged to take this information to our church education office or to our pastors.  We need to get more instructors trained.

March 18 - Speakers - Gabriel Jabbour and his daughter, Rula Jabbour.   Life as Syrian Catholic 
Refugees Living in Omaha. Rula came to the U.S. in 2004 when she was granted a scholarship from 
the State department (since she was one of the top students in her country) to finish her BA here. Rula 
received her BA in Political Science with a Minor in Sociology. She also has a Master's Degree in 
Political Science from UNO, and is currently finishing her PhD   in International Relations, Middle 
Eastern Studies and Strategic Studies from UNL. Rula has been married since 2006 to a gentleman 
from Bethlehem (The Holy Land) and they have two daughters, Sama, 6, and Naya, 23 months. Rula 
also teaches at Midland University.

Gabriel arrived with his wife, Rula's mother, in the U.S. in 2012 after being forced to flee Syria by ISIS 
for no reason but for being a Catholic. He arrived here and Rula and her husband helped him to establish 

some type of a life. Gabriel is now 64 years old and has suffered lately from a lot of terminal diseases, and thanks be to God, he was healed. 
Gabriel has one, and only one, goal in his life, which is to help the Catholics and Christians in Syria in any possible way to get through their 
war against the barbaric evil culture that is surrounding Syrian Christians in the Middle East.

Rula gave the majority of the presentation.   Her father speaks very little English.  She thanked the club for giving her the opportunity to speak.  
She wants us to know what is going on in the world.   She came to the US in 2004 from Syria. In Syria they are the minority.   She is Catholic, 
however, there are many other religious minorities. The President and his cabinet are also a minority and they make sure the minorities stay 
strong.  She showed pictures of Syria, particularly of Damascus.  She also shared a picture of Iraq which is controlled by ISIS.  Damascus is the 
oldest capital on earth.  They have very beautiful churches and mosques.  Aleppo is the 2nd oldest city after Jericho  in he Holy Land.  There 
are many Catholic churches.  She lived along the sea shore and they could see mountain ranges in the distance.

In 2011 the people were very poor and starving and wanted to get away from the area.   Millions of people lived on he outskirts   of   Egypt.   
Many had been able to remain in that region for 20 years.  After the radical movement in Iraq the people wanted democracy.  The rulers wanted 
to kill all christians.  The one thing her parents fought for was to be Catholic.  The Turks started smuggling in ISIS at the borders.  They started 
to get into Syria and they were recruiting people into their group.  In Syria there is someone who is considered to be the head of the family.  
Her grandfather had been the head of the family and passed it down to her father.  He was the head of a family of 700.  ISIS  started saying they 
wanted to get rid of the Catholics and they would start with the “head”.  They started confronting her father, they wanted to convert him.     He 
was told he should leave, however, he felt he owed it to his people to be strong and to stay.  He felt it was his duty to pass his position on to his 
son.   His family told hm he had to leave or he would be killed.  Her mother was frantic.  Rula  begged him to come to the US. Her first child 
was about to be born and she asked her parents to come to be here for his birth.   Finally, her father agreed to leave Syria and came to America 
on the 4th of July.  Two days later ISIS took over.  Rula’s husband helped her parents get an apartment, etc.  Her father only wanted to rent a 
place for six months,  he thought he could go back in six months.  It has now been over six years and nothing has changed.  He has had some 
health problems, prostate cancer, staph infection and depression. He lost everything.  He still thinks he will go back some day.  He is 64 years 

Continued on page 11
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old and he feels he has betrayed his family.      His cousin who was four months pregnant, was talking to a neighbor and a rocket hit her in the 
back killing her.  This happened two years after her family arrived in the US.  

Catholics in the US don’t seem to realize that there are still christians in the mid-east.  It is hard for her and her family to understand this.   
Other than that her parents are enjoying life in the US.  Her father wants his voice to be heard and wants to speak against evil.  There are a lot 
of people who have no access to get out of Syria.  Recently some  graves were found in the Holy Land with several thousand people who were 
killed simply because they were christians.   We don’t hear about these things.

Bob Campney mentioned that some time ago there was a group of Syrian women in a class to learn English.  This was held at St. Elizabeth 
Ann’s.  They are no longer there and he believes there are some Afghanistan women currently in the class. There is also a man who brings olive 
wood carvings that are sold at some churches.  (That person happens to be Rula’s  husband.)   This helps to keep people aware of the christians 
who remain in the Hoy Land and it helps to pay the bills.  They also help people in Syria.

Someone asked her what it was like growing up and how she happened to come to Nebraska.  She said things were good while she was growing 
up and she grew up strong in her faith.   It felt like the Government was on their side.   She was one of the first students in her class offered a 
scholarship to continue her education.  The State Department granted her the scholarship and the fact that she is a woman was not a negative.  
Her father trusted her to go.   He was more advanced in his thinking than many others.    She has one brother who has an engineering degree 
from UNO.  They remain in touch with their relatives in Syria.  

Someone mentioned that he had a friend from Syria and Rula was asked if there are any groups mobilized to help.   She said the American 
people help more than anyone else.  Her families main concern is for the Catholics  who remain in Syria.

She was asked if ISIS has been defeated.  Hopefully they are closer to being defeated.  We  need to make people aware that they still need help.  
ISIS is still out there and they are against faith.    Rula was asked what we can do to help.  She said the main thing we can do is to make our 
children and grandchildren  aware of the fact that there are still christians in the mid-east.  She cannot collect funds, however if we have the 
opportunity to donate.  Even a dollar helps a lot.

She was asked if she would be willing to talk to other groups.   She said she will go to talk wherever she is invited.   Chris will post her 
information in an e-mail to the group.

westomaha.serranebraska.org

New Serra Members - L-R -- Gregory Smith, Dan Scholz, 
Archbishop Lucas, Lynn Watson and Barrie Watson.
Absent:  Joan Baca, George Baca and Ron Wooton.

Distinguished Serrans of the Year
Don and Jean Schaefer

March, 2019
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Pope Francis’
Prayer Intention 
for April, 2019

Remember the West Omaha Serra 
Club when you update your will.  
Estate planning is an easy way to 
make a lasting donation.

Meeting Time
First and third Monday of each month, a luncheon meeting at 
11:45 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. at Garden Cafe at Rockbrook Village, 
11040 Oak Street Omaha, NE   68144 (108th & Center)

Objectives
We are an organization of Catholic lay men and women who 
work to foster and promote vocations to the priesthood and 
consecrated religious life of the Catholic Church and to develop 
an appreciation of the priesthood and of all religious vocations in 
the Catholic Church.  We also strive to further Catholicism by 
encouraging members in fellowship and education to fulfill their 
Christian vocation to service.
Activities
...! Financial support for seminarians and novices.
...! Assistance to Archdiocesan Vocation Office.
...! Encourage attendance at the Serra District and 
! International conventions.
...! Appreciation Dinner for Priests hosted by Serrans 
! and spouses.
...! Appreciation Event for women of Consecrated Life
...! Summer picnic for Seminarians and their families 
! along with priests.
...! Pre-ordination dinner for seminarians and priests.
...! Chair Archbishop’s Committee for Lay Vocations.
...! Golf &Tennis Outing and Dinner for Archdiocesan 
! priests, brothers and seminarians.
...! Boys Town Dinner for those attending the Institute for 
! Priestly Formation.
...! New Member Induction Mass and Dinner,
...! E-mails, letter writing and cards to seminarians.
...! Support for parish vocations committees.
...! Organize “31” Clubs in Archdiocesan parishes
...! Development and maintenance of West Omaha !Serra 
! Membership Directory.
...! Development and maintenance of West Omaha !Serra 
! Website.
...! Seminarian Christmas Dinner.
...! College Connection for Catholics (CCC).
...! Seminary Visits.

History
The Serra Club of Omaha was chartered on October 7, 1951.  
By 1987 the Club had grown to more than 100 members and, 
with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, established a second club in 
the West Omaha area.
The Serra Club of West Omaha received its charter from Serra 
International on February 11, 1988 with 31 members.

March, 2019

Doctors and their Collaborators in War Zones
For doctors and their humanitarian collaborators in 
war zones, who risk their lives to save the lives of 
others.

Presentation of Plaque of the Serran Cross to 
Archbishop Lucas by Omaha President  Pat Fahey 
and West Omaha President Bob Fell.
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DATE NAME YEAR
 April   

2  Pope St. John Paul II 2005

  Rev. I. Seiberlich 1966

3  Rev. Joseph R. Kohler 1925

6  Rev. Michael E. Condon 1961
  Rev. William F. Weidner 1999

7  Msgr. George A. Smiskol 1953

  Rev. James F. Bartek 2002

  Deacon Duane Bronk 2014

9  Deacon Steve Costello 1994

Deacon Leonard Obershaw 2000

10  Rev. William J. Corboy, S.J. 1951

11  Rev. Edward J. Chapuran 1952

12  Rev. Karel Kucera 1980

  Rev. Lucian S. Astuto 2016

13  Rev. John F. Brock 1967

  Rev. William J. Borer 1985

14  Rev. Patrick J. Boyle 1890

  Rev. John H. Griese 1945
  Deacon Jesus Herrera 2018

15  Deacon Bill Hecht 2011

16  Rev. Peter A. Grobbel 1965

Rev. Anthony J. Paschang 1982

17  Rev. Charles L. Zak 1920

  Rev. Robert P. Duffy 1998

  Rev. Stanislaus C. Mitera 1998

18  Rev. James F. Borer 1929

19  Rev. William P. Kearns 1952

March, 2019

DATE NAME YEAR
April 20  Msgr. Timothy O'Sullivan 1966

  Rev. Leo J. Raus 1983
22  Rev. William P. Fitzgerald 1916

  Rev. Henry R. Schorn 1981

23  Msgr. John S. Juricek 1982
24  Rev. James Burke 1947

  Rev. Robert J. Eimers 1996

  Deacon Duane Iwanski 2014

25  Rev. Alfred Hoesing 1975

  Rev. Richard L. Swolek 2005

  Msgr. Andrew H. Meister 2011

26  Rev. John P. Hilt 1971

27  Rev. Walter Nabity 1995

28  Rev. Leo Patrick 1964

29  Rev. John Fitzpatrick 1914

30  Rev. Patrick R. Kelly 1952

Rev. James Dobson 1945

May 1 Deacon Tom Livingston 2010

2  Rev. James Crowley 1964

  Msgr. Francis P. Schmitt 1994
3  Msgr. Edward P. McCaslin 1984

  Deacon Joe Waite 1991

  Deacon Mike McGuire 2017

4  Rev. William J. O'Sullivan 1934

6  Rev. James A. Ladd 1957

  Deacon Fred Ridder 2009

  Msgr. James R. Cain 2013

7  Deacon Harold Neinaber 2017
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DATE NAME YEAR
May 7 Deacon Maurice Maiefski 1995

8  Rev. Daniel F. Brick 1999

 Rev. George A. Saxon 1971
10  Msgr. James W. Stenson 1944
11  Rev. Anthony J. Tresnak 1997
12  Rev. Bernard Teves 1944
  Rev. Leo A. Kuhn 1976
  Deacon William Fell 2002

13  Rev. Francis Walaskiewicz 1937
  Rev. Francis G. Schopp 1956

14  Msgr. Edward J. Flanagan, 
Servant of God

1948
  Rev. William A. Foster 1997

15  Deacon Duane Kosmicki 2007
16  Rev. James M. K. Martin 1899
17  Rev. Emil Zepf 1943
  Rev. Aloysius  McMahon   2011
  Rev. F. L. Kubiszewski 1959
  Most Rev. Anthony M. Milone 2018

20  Rev. Michael O'Toole 1925
  Rev. Daniel Twohig 1958
  Rev. Rudolph F. Kluthe 1974

21  Msgr. Joseph A. Suneg 1989
  Deacon Hugh Robinson 2007
  Rev. James F. Kenny 2011

22  Deacon John Cerveny 2011
23  Rev. Henry Loecker 1928
  Msgr. Edward J. Appelbaum 1985

25  Rev. Alphonse A. Lehman 1951
26  Rev. Nicholas Horn 1884
  Deacon Ralph Hueser 2015

27  Rev. Thomas R. Ward 2008
28  Deacon Justin Lauer 2003
  Deacon Joseph Ramirez 2016

29  Rev. John J. Emster 1889
30  Rev. Conrad J. Spenner 1985

  Deacon Don French 2010
June 3 Rev. Patrick J. Judge 1942

Pope St. John XXIII 1963

March, 2019

DATE NAME YEAR
June 4  Rev. James Buen 1894
  Deacon Louis Liss 1987

5  Rev. John L. Farrald 1984
6  Rev. Anthony Pluhacek 1996
8  Rev. Peter McLoughlin 1920
  Rev. John F. Wieczorek 1962
  Deacon Al Kohles 1990
  Msgr. John Michalak 2010
9  Deacon Robert Obershaw 1999
10  Rev. John F. Costello 1934
11  Deacon Kurt Sorenson 1994
  Msgr. Robert J. Gass 2010

12  Rev. Charles Z. Petlach 1953
13  Rev. J. F. McCarthy 1927
14  Rev. Thomas P. Hitch 1995
16  Rev. Norbert H. Boland 1989
18  Rev. Walter Thies 1948
21  Rev. John D. Goergan 1928
  Msgr. Charles F. Brodersen 2013

23  Msgr. Eugene Kerwin 2009
  Rev. John F. Beacom 2012
  Rev. Martin J. Petrasic 2014

24  Rev. Peter J. Vanderlaan 1953
27  Rev. James Brady 1973
28  Rev. Cornelius Collins 1931
  Msgr. Jeremiah H. O'Sullivan 1978
  Rev. Russell Monzu 1995

30  Rev. Robert A. Garvey 1984
  Deacon Andrew Steffen 2011
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El Camino  - March, 2019
Mary Ann Casey
1329 South 162nd Street
Omaha, NE   68130

God is always calling men to the 
priesthood, religious life and the 
Permanent Diaconate, and women 
to religious life.  Helping them to 
hear that call is the most 
important role that you can play.

Officers of the Serra Club of West Omaha

President! ! ! Bob Fell! ! ! 333-6322
President Elect! ! Julia Palzer!! ! 704-0409
Chaplin! ! ! Fr. Frank Baumert ! 493-2186         
Secretary! ! ! Mary Ann Casey! ! 334-1044
Treasurer! ! ! Jerry Smith!! ! 289-2969!
VP Vocations! ! John Lusero/! ! 991-3550
! ! ! ! Sharon Lusero! ! 991-3550
VP-Programs! ! Jolene Jefferies             521-0717!       
VP Membership! ! Dennis Riesselman! 207-0782!
VP-Events! ! ! Jeannie Vlock! ! 330-2393
VP-Communications! Chris Tooker! ! 496-5118
El Camino Editor! ! Mary Ann Casey! ! 334-1044
Website ! ! ! Chris Tooker! ! 496-5118
Historian! ! ! Kathy Sibbernsen! 330-3071
Trustee! ! ! Joe Vlock! ! ! 330-2393
Trustee! ! ! Bernie Schaefer! ! 201-8574

Place 
Postage

Here

westomaha.serranebraska.org

March, 2019


