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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

UPCOMING EVENTS

Feb. 21	
 Mass, Meeting and Mixer - St. Stephen the Martyr
	
 Speaker - Fr. Ben Boyd
Mar. 7	
 Luncheon Meeting - German American Home Speaker -
	
 Fr. Mark Baren Winnebago Indian Mission
Mar. 9	
 Board Meeting - Overland Construction Conf. Room
Mar. 21	
 Holy Hour for Priests and Seminarians
April 2	
 Vocations Summit - St. Patrick’s - Elkhorn	

April 4	
 Luncheon Meeting - German American Home 
	
 Speaker Sharon Doran-Seeking Truth Bible Study
April 13	
Board Meeting - Overland Construction Conf. Room
April 18  Mass, Meeting and Mixer - JPII Newman Center
May 9	
 Luncheon Meeting- German American Home -
	
 Speaker - Sr. Stephanie Matcha Notre Dame Sister
June 3	
 Pre-Ordination Dinner - Location TBA

Dec., 2021

November 1 - Fr. Frank gave the 
reflection.  Our gospel this weekend 
was about the two greatest 
commandments.  What was God 
thinking?  No one is going to love God 
with his/her whole heart and soul.  
Even the Queen of England is not 
loved with the whole heart and soul of 
her people.  God says we are not far 
from the kingdom of God.  He did not say democracies are the only 
ones who will get into the kingdom.  It has been upgraded to a 
family.  Everyone is meant to be a member of the family and we are 
asked to love God as a member of that family and become part of the 
kingdom.  What is necessary to be a good citizen?  Being part of that 
is the plan to be part of the family.  We are far from being a perfect 
family.  Fathers, mothers, brothers and sisters are far from being 
perfect.  We need good Priests who can be a good father image. We 
need to have good sisters.  We  need to live accordingly to try to 
bring others into the beauty of belonging to a family in the 
community.                                          Continued on page 2

Our Serrans are truly special, and 
each of you is vital to our mission.  
We want to say thank you for all that 
you do, every single day.  We 
couldn’t do it without YOU!  Special 
thanks to the following Serran 
servants:

•Our Outstanding Board and 
Chaplain:   Our Serra Club is indeed 
blessed with a strong leadership team 
with every Board member fully 

engaged and active.  During the roughest COVID months 
throughout 2020 and 2021, we were one of the very few clubs 
across the U.S. doing two Zoom club meetings each month, in 
addition to two Zoom prayer meetings each month, and we 
even managed to meet in-person several times at Tiburon in a 
large room that accommodated social distancing.  We continue 
to make wonderful and steady progress toward the goals 
outlined in our Strategic Plan.  We will be providing a more 
detailed update on this progress in the coming months.

• First Friday Masses / 31 Club / Prayers for Seminarians / 
Vocations Holy Hour:  Thank you, Judy Huber, for organizing 
these First Friday Masses each month.  Our 31 Club has every 
day of the month full with committed prayer warriors praying 
for our priests, consecrated religious, and an increase in 
vocations.  And every one of our Archdiocesan Seminarians 
have Serrans praying for them.  Judy was also instrumental in 
organizing and creating a simply beautiful Holy Hour at St. 
Margaret Mary on September 20, 2021, with five Serrans 
leading the Rosary, about 100 people present for the Holy 
Hour, and about 30 people present for the Meeting & Mixer 
before the Holy Hour.

• Prayers for Vocations Directors:  Special thanks to Dan 
Morrow and John Fread of our club who organize the West 
Omaha Serra Prayer Group.  This group of 19 dedicated Serra 
volunteers pray on their respective day of the week (e.g., M, T, 
W, Th, F, St, or Sn) for our Vocations Directors:  Fr. Andrew 

Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1
December 6 - Father Frank gave the reflection.  We are coming to the 
end of the year of St. Joseph which began on the feast of the Immaculate 
Conception in 2020.  Joseph and Mary’s lives have a lot to do with 
vocations.  Father said when he was growing up there were many saints 
names who he related to.  Having the name of Frank, St. Francis  was 
known for his love of animals and nature.  St. Joseph helped him 
understand the value of work and helped him to realize what he wanted to 
do with his life.  All of us fall in love at one time or more in our life.  
Many have found the one they can share their life with but that doesn’t 
mean it was the first person they fell in love with.  Falling in love doesn’t 
always mean God set it up.  Sometimes it is more of a feeling.  This also 
happens in the Priesthood and religious life.  Guys in the seminary 
sometimes have longings for a family.  That does not mean they don’t 
still have the desire to become a Priest.  Father said he has been a Priest 
for 43 1/2 years and he’s run into a number of women he could have 
married.  We need to pray for our seminarians.  Guys in uniforms are 
attractive to young women.  Guys in clerics are also someone who get the 
attention of young women who try to pull them away from their vocation.  

Life doesn’t change, even St. Joseph had to figure out what he was going 
to do in his life.  Thank goodness Joseph and Mary didn’t change their 
minds.  As we see in the scriptures, Joseph was really torn and was 
planning to divorce Mary quietly.  God’s calling is a little deeper than just 
our feelings.  What is God’s will?  How can I serve him best?  When 
talking to the seminarians we need to help them realize if they are called 
into the seminary or if they are called to self.  They need to ask St. Joseph 
for help.

Roza of the Archdiocese of Omaha; Fr. Kyle Manno of the 
Diocese of Rockford, IL; and Fr. Jason Parzynski of the 
Diocese of Trenton, NJ.  These vital prayers lift up, support, 
and protect these special priests!

• Great Speakers at our 1st Monday’s Club Meetings and 3rd 
Monday’s Mass, Meeting & Mixer Evenings:  Hats off to 
Jill Hain for scheduling outstanding speakers for our luncheon 
meetings and for lining up our speakers for our Mass, Meeting 
& Mixer events on the 3rd Mondays!  Special thanks to Judy 
Huber and Bob Fell for helping to get the German American 
Club as our new lunch meeting venue.  The space is big, the 
food is delicious, and the service couldn’t be better!

• Mass, Meeting & Mixer on the 3rd Monday’s:  Special 
thanks to Fr. Frank for his recommendation to do this as part 
of our Serra outreach to parishes within the Omaha-area 
churches and his willingness, on his day off, to do Special 
Masses for Vocations.  There is power in the prayer of the 
Holy Mass!  Thanks to the Serrans who supply water and 
sweets for these events.  As a result of these efforts, we 
inducted 19 new members last July, 2021!  We are looking for 
ways to continue to  improve these events…more coming 
soon.

• St. Patrick Church of Gretna:   Special thanks to St. Patrick 
Church and Fr. Gregory Baxter for their incredible support in 
providing free copies of our brochures and meeting materials, 
free event programs for the Induction Mass & Dinner and the 
Women’s Brunch, a free venue for masses/events (Induction 
Mass & Dinner, Women of Consecrated Life Brunch, and free 
meeting space for Board meetings and other meetings).  Our 
goal is to rotate these events to other parishes for additional 
outreach and visibility, calling others to join our mission.

• Serra Events:  Thank you, Stacy, your support with the 
Women’s Brunch and for all the hard work you did to create a 
memorable and very special Seminarian Christmas Gathering 
by working closely with Kathie Weinfurtner of the Vocations 
Office.  Thanks also to the several Serra volunteers who 
helped set up and clean up after the event.

• Club Treasury:  Jerry Smith and John Fread are awesome 
with how they handle our club’s financial reporting, paying 
bills, and staying on top of our treasury…thank you both!

• Annual Appeal:  Special thanks to John Lingo and Bob 
Huber for all their outstanding work in raising $12,712.00 this 
past November/December!  These resources will be used to 
support vocations in many ways…more to come on this in the 
near future.
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 Continued from page 2
• Serra Newsletter:  Mary Ann Casey ROCKS!  Her newsletters are amazing, and she is on point at our Board meetings taking copious 

minutes.  Mary Ann doesn’t miss a single beat!  She is always efficient in getting everything out and in excellent order.  Thank you!

• Communications:  Deacon Bob Hamilton does a great job in consistently sending out our Serra emails!  Thank you!

• Membership Directory:   Deacon Mike DeSelm has been doing our Membership Directory for at least 10 years now, thank you so 
much.  After this year’s directory update, going forward, Lisa Seidl, member of St. Patrick in Elkhorn, has agreed to take over this 
responsibility.  Thank you both!

• Trustees:   Bob Fell and Karen Stevens are invaluable members with much insight and knowledge of the history with our club, and 
they both have helpful contacts and suggestions.  Thank you!

• Serra International Representative:  Bob Campney serves as Serra International Treasurer and has a link to the Serra International 
Foundation.  He’s been working hard at helping many Serra clubs across the U.S. get their tax-exempt status renewed, among many 
other activities.  Thanks, Bob!

• Membership Support and Growth:  With John Lingo’s incredible leadership and help, we’ve added many new members and 
continue to build a strategy for continued growth.  We are now at 101 members and working harder than ever to increase our visibility 
in our parishes to spread the Serra mission and to attract new prospective members.  The strategy is working!  Thank you, John!

• Nominating Committee:  We have formed a Nominating Committee—President Jolene Jefferies, VP Elect Hugh Spellman, Trustee/
Treasure Jerry Smith, and VP Vocations Judy Huber.  We are working on identifying potential members of the FY 2022-23 Board of 
Directors and several committees.

There are many ways you can get involved in our Serra Club!  We need you!  Click here for our “Serra Get Involved Handout” for more 
information:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nc03Ptkyfqp4yTmdLuGFmeleQ_A1U2JB/view?usp=sharing 
 
May our Lord bless you with abundance,

Jolene Jefferies
2021-2022 President
Serra Club of West Omaha 

Meet a Serran - Megan Seaman

 Megan was born and raised on a dairy farm outside of Spalding, NE and recently joined the Serra Club of West 
Omaha in July of 2021. 

While at Wayne State College, she told her Graphic Design advisor that her ideal job after graduating would be 
to spend a couple of years as a missionary before finding a job at a Catholic church where she would design the 
weekly bulletin, create content for social media and oversee the parish website. Megan is now doing just that at 
St. Patrick Catholic Church in Gretna. She even completed two years as a SPIRITUS missionary in Wisconsin 
where, with 14 other young adults, she led retreats for 1st-12th graders throughout the state.

Thanks to her summer as a Totus Tuus missionary in Omaha, Megan is good friends with many of our 
diocesan seminarians and she loves praying for them and for an increase in all vocations.

Dec. 2021
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            SPEAKERS
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October 4 - Speakers - 
Toby Korensky and Jeb 
Vavak - Veritus et Veritas 
Ministries, otherwise known 
as V2 or V2 Camp for Boys. 
Toby is the co-founder and 
co-director and Jeb is the 
D e v e l o p m e n t a n d 
Operations Manager of V2 
ministries.

Toby has been involved in 
faith formation and 
leadership for over 30 years, 
creating and facilitating 

retreats such as Teens Encounter Christ, Godparents and Life 
Teen. He has also participated in March for Life in Washington, 
DC.  He has been very involved in leadership roles over the last 
18 years with the Boy Scouts of America.

He helped to start and is currently a core team member of “That 
Man is You” in his parish, St. Stephen the Martyr.  He is also 
actively engaged in the Archdiocese of Omaha Mentorship 
program focused on the mission of evangelization.

Jeb holds a business degree from UNL.  After serving with the 
Fellowship of Catholic 
Univers i ty S tudents 
(FOCUS).  He was eager to 
continue to serve the church 
and began a career in 
C a t h o l i c n o n p r o fi t 
development.  He joined V2 
to lead the fundraising efforts 
for the growing apostolate.

Jeb and his wife, Monica, 
were married this past June 
and reside in Omaha.

The V2 camp started with 
one week in 2015.  They 
recently attained nonprofit status and no longer are funded 
through the Archdiocese. They have offered 2 one-week camps 
for the last two years and the camps have been full or nearly 
full.   V2 offers additional activities for boys and young men 
throughout the year (camping, day retreats, etc).

November 1 - Speaker - Monsignor Mark 
Huber:  Monsignor Mark was born in 
Lincoln on June 12, 1967 to Bob and Judy 
Huber. He has an older brother Bob, a 
younger brother Tim and the youngest is his 
sister Becky. He was baptized at Sacred 
Heart Church in Lincoln Nebraska. The 
family was living in LaVista when he 
received First Confession and First 
Communion at St. Columbkille Church in 
Papillion. By the time for confirmation they 
lived in the  Gretna area so he was confirmed 
at St. Patrick’s in Gretna. He graduated from Gretna High School in 1985 and 
began studies at the University of Nebraska in Lincoln for construction 
management and civil engineering. He was introduced to St. Thomas Aquinas 
Church/the campus Newman Center through Fr. Joe Walsh, a priest who had 
grown up in Gretna. While at college it became pretty routine to attend Mass 
at 10 pm Monday thru Friday so he became involved in the parish community 
there, serving as treasurer and president and participating in many of the 
activities connected with others at the Newman Center. It was there that he 
met young men considering the priesthood and decided to give the seminary 
formation a try.

In 1988 he began seminary studies at St. Philip Neri Seminary in Toronto 
Ontario, then after two years of philosophy he spent the next four years in 
theology at St. Joseph Seminary in Yonkers, New York. He was ordained to 
the priesthood in 1994. As a deacon he was in David City for a summer 
assignment and then Fr. Huber was assistant at the Cathedral of the Risen 
Christ for 3 years, assistant Master of Ceremonies and teaching at Cathedral 
and Pius X High School during that time; next he studied canon law for two 
years in Rome, then returned stateside living in residence at the Cathedral for 
another seven years before moving to be pastor at St. Mary’s in Denton for 14 
years and in the summer of 2020 serving at St. Patrick’s in Utica and Sacred 
Heart in Beaver Crossing. He was named Monsignor in 2007.   For 22 years 
after returning from Rome his daytime work was at the chancery in diocesan 
offices as a judge on the tribunal, master of ceremonies, chancellor, judicial 
vicar and vicar general.

The primary grace for his openness to be a priest is connected to the knowing 
that Jesus Christ is really present in the Holy Eucharist, and that this requires 
a priest to make Him present in the Eucharist. In John 6:53 Jesus said “unless 
you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you do not have life 
in you.” Being a priest allows other people to encounter Christ, who longs to 
feed His people for their journey so they may offer sacrifice to Our Heavenly 
Father at each Mass.  

Monsignor Mark spoke briefly regarding his vocation story.    He said 
religious were always welcome in their home.  Two of his aunts were sisters 
and a number of Priests visited his parents home.  He remembers his dad 
talking to him and his brother, Bob,  about what they planned to do with 
 Continued on page 5
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Continued from page 4
their lives.  He knew his family would be open to whatever path he took.  A couple of years later he started thinking  a little about the Priesthood.  
He really wanted a family and thought about farming or teaching.  He wondered if he chose one of these vocations if he could make enough money 
to support a family. Also, he had some allergies and didn’t think farming would work well.   He became involved in the Newman Club at UNL.  He 
entered the seminary and still was not certain.  He told the Archbishop if he didn’t feel he was ready not to ordain him.  The Archbishop told him 
he felt God had called him to the right place.   He feels he was open to the Priesthood because of the Eucharist.  He said at one time one of his 
Protestant friends told him he should have become a Protestant minister and then he could still get married.  Monsignor Mark said, that is true but 
then he would not have the Eucharist.

Monsignor Mark said since this is the Year of St. Joseph he was asked to speak about St. Joseph. He shared some things about St. Joseph from a 
booklet prepared by the Knights of Columbus.  

When Joseph found out that Mary was with child, before they lived together, he made up his mind he would divorce her.  An angel told him not to 
be afraid.  He was to stay with Mary and he was to name the child Jesus.  This was from the Lord through prophecy.  When he awoke from the 
dream, he did what the angel had told him and took Mary into his home.  Mary is the new covenant.   In reality Joseph was a poor man who was 
invited to trust in the Lord.  In those days a couple was engaged, but did not live together and after sometime the groom would take his bride into 
his home.  

The angel of the Lord came to both Joseph and Mary.  He told Joseph not to fear but to take Mary into his home.  “The Holy Spirit will come upon 
you”.  She was to be the mother of Jesus.  At this time they were both asked to accept a total act of faith.  They had to believe the divine origin of 
the Son of God.  In this act of faith Mary and Joseph are the first disciples.  Mary is the handmaid of the Lord.  She did not know what Joseph 
would think about this.  Without uttering a word Joseph surrendered the rest of his life.  He did what the angel told him to do.   He took Mary and 
her son.  He showed readiness of will.  St. John Paul II wrote, Joseph was asked to support the mother of God.  Joseph is the son of David.  Even 
though Mary is a descendant of King David, the father of the family had to confer the genealogy.   Joseph legally adopted Jesus into the family.  He 
is the son of David.  In their faith, Jesus became man -  the son of God became man.  

Reflection on divorce - there have been some disputes that Mary was with child prior to living with Joseph, etc.  It must have been very difficult for 
Joseph.  He wanted to believe Mary - he did not want her to be disrespected.   Once the angel appeared to him Joseph was overwhelmed by the 
awesomeness of the Immaculate Conception. He did not feel he was worthy to have Jesus living under his roof.  Just like Peter and like the 
centurion he felt unworthy.  He knew Mary was from the line of David and he knew she would not commit sin.  He felt he was not worthy to be the 
father of Jesus.  Joseph did his part, that is all God wants any of us to do.

Monsignor Mark was asked if his parents were supportive of him when he decided to go to seminary.  He said they were alway supportive of him,  
never pushy.

There was a question in regard to some people  still feeling Jesus had brothers and sisters.  Some do not 
accept Mary’s virginity.  The church is clear on Mary’s virginity.   She is considered the Ark of the 
Covenant.  In the old testament no one touched the Ark.  If they did, they would die.  That image is pre-
figured.  Someone asked how old Joseph was when he died.  There is nothing noted as to when he died.  
It would be somewhere between the time Jesus was 12 (when he was lost in the temple)  and 30 (when 
he was at the Wedding Feast at Cana).  The last time Joseph is mentioned is when Jesus was lost in the 
temple and he is not mentioned at Cana.

Monsignor Mark was asked if he is still a part of the marriage tribunal.  He indicated he is still one of 
the judges and helps with annulments.  He talked briefly about what is involved in applying for an 
annulment.  

He also indicated he lived in Rome for 5 years and he got to meet St John Paul II while he was there.  

Monsignor Mark with his parents - 
Judy and Bob Huber.
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December 6 - Speaker - Deacon Peter 
Kennedy:   Deacon Peter was ordained a 
Deacon in 20l9.  He is a Philosophy 
Instructor at Metropolitan Community 
College and the Program Director and 
Instructor for  the Evangelium Institute, 
where he trains catholic school teachers and 
deacons, and offers various other seminars 
and courses at the JPII Newman center and 
other parishes. He holds degrees from St. 
John's University, Christendom College's 
Notre Dame Graduate School, and the Holy 
See (Congregation for Clergy).    He is 

currently pursuing a certificate in spiritual direction at Divine Mercy 
University. He and his wife, Karla, have five children. His hobbies 
include fishing, coaching, cooking, sculpting, and film.

Deacon Peter said we are waiting for the birth of the Christ child.  
After going through 5 pregnancies, with his wife, there is a certain 
amount of silence, angst and anxiety when it is time for the baby to 
arrive.  It is a very busy time and we are not very good about waiting.  
That’s what we are doing in Advent, waiting and preparing for what 
the next year will bring.  This was a concept he learned when he 
spent some time in seminary.   One of his professors had been a 
natural scientist for a very long time and he struggled with this. The 
professor had been born and raised as a Catholic.   He found out that 
Pope Paul VI was from Columbia. He always wanted to meet him but 
always found himself too far away.  Once, while this particular 
professor was in Rome, he decided to dress up as a Priest and was 
able to move in closer.  When the Pope discovered he was not a 
Priest, he asked him why he didn’t become a Priest, and that is what 
he did.  The Incarnation didn’t really make sense to him.  It seemed 
scandalous and incomprehensible that the God of the Universe would 
send his son to earth as a tiny baby, naked and completely vulnerable 
and to suffer  by hanging on the cross.  Satan shows up in every 
heresy that tries to figure out how God can come.  Some felt this was 
not God and came up with a hundred reasons to say this could not be 
true.   There was always the idea of sacrifice, how could he do this?  
Some feel if Christ suffered and died, why do I have to suffer?   If 
God could do this, why are  we born to suffer as well.  He tells us 
over and over again the entire story of salvation.  

In the Incarnation God was made flesh.  It goes all the way back to 
the beginning, to the first moment in the garden.  There have been 
distant relationships, people have been struggling.  The people were 
looking for a king, they wanted a king like the pagans.  God sent 
them kings and they were silent for awhile, but they were always 
looking.  God wanted to be our King from the beginning.   We had to 
wait and prepare  for him to come in the flesh.  Jesus was not what 
they expected.  They did not expect a tiny baby in a manger nor that 
he would have to suffer and die.  Even Peter said “no, Lord they 
cannot hang you on a cross”.  That was satan talking.  Jesus wants to 

give us grace and every sacrament is consummated in the crucifixion.  
Once we enter into suffering ourselves and find God, we realize it had to 
be this way.  That is not easy when you are in pain, but that is where we 
find him.  We have difficulty seeing him in our pain and we resist.
One of the most beautiful things God does for us is he comes as a tiny 
baby who we want to hold in our arms - the beauty and simplicity of a 
child.    Will you allow God to come to you as a tiny child.  He yearns 
for you, will you allow him to love you?  That is all he wants.  He is 
coming, we need to make preparations to welcome him.  

Deacon Peter was asked about his time in the seminary.  He said he 
realized through two years of discernment he was not created for the 
Priesthood but that he was created more to teach and to become a 
deacon.  About two years after he left the seminary, he heard from a girl 
he knew in high school.  They reconnected and later married.  He said he 
would have been a horrible Priest.    

He teaches at Metro Tech in the ethics department.  He said religious 
freedom is at an all time low in the US.   He tries to teach respect for 
religion in general, natural law from  a church standpoint.

                                       ******************

 Financial Picture of our Serra Club of West Omaha June through 
December of 2021 

From June through December, 2021, revenues collected were 
$32,305.38 and expenses paid were $19,678.12.  Total fund balances at 
December 31 amounted to $69,426.42.   Our annual appeal collections 
for this year amounted to $12,637.00, a huge success.  If you have any 
questions, please contact our Treasurer John Fread, Phone (402) 
981-9295, Email john.fread@yahoo.com, or Trustee Jerry Smith, Phone 
(402) 289-2969, Email jjllsmith9@gmail.com.

Prepared by Jerry Smith

	
 	
         ******************

       First Friday Masses

October 1	
 	
 St. Gerald’s - Ralston
November 5	
 	
 St. Thomas Moor
December 3	
 	
 St. Pius X

mailto:john.fread@yahoo.com
mailto:john.fread@yahoo.com
mailto:jjllsmith9@gmail.com
mailto:jjllsmith9@gmail.com
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Brunch for Women of Consecrated Life - October 16th

The brunch was held, following Mass, at the Parish Center of St. Patrick’s church in Gretna.  
Approximately 20 sisters attended as well as 3 Priests, 23 Serra members and 13 business 
sponsors.

The speaker at the Nun’s Brunch was Fr. Jewel Aytona, CPM. 
He is a missionary preacher with the Congregation of the 
Fathers of Mercy in Auburn, KY.    He travels throughout the 
country conducting parish missions and retreats, spreading the 
good news of the Mercy of God and the teachings of the 
Catholic Faith, nourishing souls with the Bread of Life and 
being an instrument to reconcile souls with God.  He wears a 
black cassock and a Roman collar and has a passion for the 
Real Presence of Christ in the Holy Eucharist.  

Fr. Aytona said his involvement in parish youth ministry guided 
him to the ordained ministry. His older brother, Joseph, entered 
the Fathers of Mercy religious congregation in 2003, and one 

year later Fr. Aytona joined the order. He was ordained to the priesthood in 2011 and his first assignment was 
at the Shrine of Our Lady of Good Help in Champion, WI. 

His topic at the brunch was "The Gifts of Spiritual Motherhood" and the enormous value of the selfless and tireless service that our Sisters and 
Nuns provide to the Holy Catholic Church here and throughout the world.

Dec., 2021
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Mass, Meeting and Mixers
October 18, 2021 - St. Thomas Moor. Fr. Baumert Celebrated Mass followed by a brief business meeting.

Deacon Ron Ryan was our speaker.  He serves as a Deacon at St. Joan of Arc Church.  He was born and 
raised in Omaha and graduated from Central High School. He earned both undergraduate and Masters 
degrees from the University of NE, Omaha. During his 21-year career at Mutual of Omaha, he held 
various positions, including 10 years in employee benefits.

Deacon Ron was ordained to the permanent diaconate in Nov., 2001. In 2010, he accepted an invitation to 
study canon law for the archdiocese, and after earning the requisite degree, he was appointed as a judge on 
the marriage tribunal in 2014.  He and his wife, Julie, have two sons, Jacob, who attends Creighton Prep, 
and Daniel, who attends St. Joan of Arc.

Deacon Ron said he is not a cradle catholic.  His family went to the presbyterian church.  His parents were 
very active in church.  They would always go to Sunday service and he would go to Sunday school.  His 

parents were on church boards and various committees in the church. This was important in his background.  He remembers getting  his first 
bible in the 3rd grade.  To this day the bible is very beneficial to him.  Early in life, when he was confirmed in the presbyterian church, he 
remembers the pastor remarking that he would make a good presbyterian pastor.  

When he was about 18 his dad decided to leave the family.  This was difficult because the presbyterian church  did very little to make them 
feel welcome.  People didn’t know what to say, so didn’t say anything.  They started looking for other churches.  By this time he was dating 
his future wife,  a good Catholic girl.  His mom, sister and he went to a Lutheran church which was kind of like Catholic.  The liturgy was 
much more than he had previously heard.  His wife pointed out early on that they would, at some point, have to deal with their different faiths.  
He remembered from his time in the presbyterian church that being of two religions did not work well in a family.  When he graduated from 
college he and his fiance started marriage prep and even in marriage prep, the Priest was very kind and emphasized that what he  had learned 
previously was important. Shortly after they were married he started RCIA.  He didn’t check his faith at the door.  He learned a lot by listening 
to Scott Hahn.  After he became catholic they started working on the RCIA team.  It wasn’t long before the pastor started talking about him 
becoming a deacon.  At first he felt he was too young.  In the Spring of 1998 they went to a deacon information night.  The community was so 
welcoming.  That really struck him.  On the ride home his wife said “you are going to get your letter in the mail tomorrow, right”.   Fr. Tom 
Adams was the director at that time and he always remembers the washing of the feet.  Fr. Adams would talk about it being hard to wash feet. 
You need to be at the level with the people.    He was ordained in November of 2001 two months after 9-11.  He’s been involved in several 
ministries inside and outside of the parish.  He worked at Richard Young for a time giving a short prayer service in the ICU unit. Then he did 
Jail Ministry. That stopped with the Covid pandemic.   Within the parish he has been involved in baptisms, RCIA and the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society.  They try to emphasize with their sons the importance of faith and discerning what God is calling them to do.   Looking back on his 
life he owes much to the family he was raised in and their involvement in the church. Also his wife has always been very supportive.

Someone asked what was the most difficult issue to deal with when he became Catholic.  Misinformation he had been given by others.  All of 
his life he knew Catholics worshiped Mary, etc.  He was asked if he felt when he ministered to those in jail if they  became more at peace, etc.  
Deacon Ryan said he finds they do remember some of their faith background when he talks and prays  with them.  

November 15, 2021 - St. John Vianney.  Fr. Baumert celebrated Mass followed by a brief business meeting.

Deacon Harold Sawtelle - Deacon at St. John Vianney was our speaker.

Deacon Harold has been a member of St. John Vianney for 41 years.  He thanked Fr. Frank for allowing him 
participate in the Mass on his 20th anniversary of becoming a Deacon.  He feels he was chosen to become a 
Deacon at his conception.  He said he often thinks of Jeremiah “before I formed you in the womb, I knew 
you”.  His parents were both in their 40’s when he was born.  He was in the hospital for 90 days and had a 
number of blood transfusions.  At that time they lived in Pilger, NE and there were many prayers.
Continued on page 9
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Continued from page 8
The first experience he had with death was when his grandfather died.  His grandfather had requested the wake be held at his home and 
Deacon Harold remembers spending a lot of time sitting with the body not knowing what was going on.  Not too long after that a cousin 
died at the age of 19 1/2 after being involved in a car accident.  That was 60 years ago.  Her parents lived in South Omaha.  They never 
spoke much about her death.  They were always very welcoming. He feels they were the first true Deacons.  During high school his mother 
had a severe stroke.  An aunt from Omaha came to their home to help.

His wife’s family did not accept him right away. At that time he feels he started turning away from God, he had to suffer through some 
difficult times.  He feels the Holy Spirit helped him.  He felt he heard the Holy Spirit saying “I need you”.  One of the Deacons at the 
church encouraged him by giving him material to read, etc.  He also was encouraged by the Priest to become a Deacon.  He feels many 
prayers were instrumental.

Deacon Harold said he enjoys doing baptisms.  It is a happy family time.  His wife is also very involved.  They have been married 45 years.  
He said he does a communion service at one of the nursing homes and he is involved in hospital ministry.  

He was asked what could be said to a young couple who is looking into the Deaconate program.  Deacon Harold said the devil will work on 
them.  They need to be open to the Holy Spirit.  It would also be helpful to find a spiritual director to talk with.

He was asked what he likes most about being a Deacon.  As noted above he enjoys doing baptisms.  He also feels it is wonderful to be on 
the altar with the Priest.  He said sometime ago he was at EWTN in Birmingham, AL and was able to be on the altar there. 

Note:  I will begin again to introduce seminarians in the next issue of 
the Newsletter.  Please continue to pray for all of our seminarians and 
their families.

Prayer for Seminarians

Father, thank you for the generosity
of our seminarians.  Safeguard them as

they prepare for the priesthood.

Keep all evil far from them, so they
may become strong Christian men

who are faithful to prayer
diligent in their studies, 

open to spiritual direction,
and docile to all aspects of seminary formation.

Above all enflame their hearts with
love so  they will be ardent and gentle 

shepherds for your Church.

We make this prayer through the great
High Priest, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen
                  
             St. Charles Borromeo, Patron of seminarians pray for us.
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Pope Francis’
Prayer Intention 
Dec.,  2021

Remember the West Omaha Serra Club when 
you update your will.  Estate planning is an 
easy way to make a lasting donation. 

Dec.,  2021

Let us pray for the catechists, summoned to announce 
the Word of God: may they be its witnesses, with 
courage and creativity and in the power of the Holy 
Spirit.

Seminarian Christmas Party - December 23, 2021 - St. Elizabeth Ann Seten

Archbishop Lucas celebrated Mass prior to the Christmas party.  There were approximately 100  in attendance including Archbishop Lucas, 
Emeritus Archbishop Curtis,  Fr. Rosa, Vocation Director, and Fr. Baumert, Chaplin of SCOWO.  A number of other Priests from the 
Archdiocese of Omaha were in attendance along with the current seminarians and their families and a number of members of the West Omaha 
Serra Club.  

Fr. Rosa introduced the seminarians and the seminarians entertained those in attendance by singing Christmas carols.

                                          10
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DATE NAME YEAR
Jan. 1  Deacon John Zurek 2013

Deacon John Patrick Mines 2022
2  Rev. Robert P. Blum 1933

  Rev. Clarence Trummer 1956
  Msgr. John J. O'Grady 1966
  Rev. Paul E. Schneider 1992
  Deacon Fred Moore 1999
  Rev. Richard S. Ciurej 2011
3  Rev. Henry Hoheisel 1940
4  Rev. William C. Bartek 2021
5  Rev. John D. Mines 1972
  Deacon Leo Vaughan 1986
  Deacon Tony Filipcic 2012
6  Rev. Paul B. Kannaby 1967
7  Rev. John Stocker 1898
  Rev. Edward B. Gill 2006
  Rev. Timothy J. Lange 2016
8  Most Rev. Richard Scannel 1916
  Rev. William A. Cappius 1945
9  Deacon Van Drozda 2006
10  Rev. Daniel F. O'Sullivan 1970
  Msgr. John L. Zaplotnik 1978
  Deacon Tom Purnell 2001

11  Rev. Herman Stahl 1966

  Rev. Otto A. Buehler 1971
12  Rev. Virgil P. Walkowiak 1975
13  Rev. Albert Zemp 1940
14  Rev. George Baumgartner 1900
15  Deacon Wes Kreun 2019
16  Rev. William J. McNamara 1912
18  Rev. William F. Lordemann 1967
19  Rev. Emil Aloys Klemenz 1934
 Rev. William Windolph 1943

   Continued on page 12

   
DATE NAME YEAR
Jan.19 Rev. Anthony J. Urbanski 1954

Deacon Fred W. Hendricks 2021

20  Rev. Louis I. Cimmino 1984
  Deacon Peter DesRosiers 2008

21  Rev. Thomas E. Donnelly 1891
  Rev. Ralph A. Lammers 2018

22  Rev. Paul J. Begley 2008
23  Rev. Leo Kreikemeier 2007
25  Rev. Norman B. Parr 2004
  Rev. Anthony P. Wilwerding 2016

26  Msgr. Augustine M. Colaneri 1943
27  Rev. Clement A. Kubesh 1987
28  Rev. Robert P. Krajicek 2008
  Deacon Patrick Miles 2009

29  Rev. William Feen 1936
30  Rev. Robert E. Burke 1993
  Msgr. Edward C. O'Donnell 2011

31  Rev. Godfrey A. Meiergerd 2005
  Deacon Fred Sommer 2016

Feb.1 Rev. Paul J. Diczky 1985
2  Rev. John T. Smith 1915
  Rev. W. Mulligan 1968
4  Rev. D. P. Harringron 1919
  Rev. Anthony Alberts 1974

5  Rev. Frederick Irschik 1947
7  Rev. Albert Senger 1959
  Rev. Dennis J. Teahan 1967
  Rev. Robert O. Steinhausen 1993
  Deacon John Mascarello 2005
8  Msgr. Cyril J. Wemer 2012
9  Rev. Timothy O'Driscoll 1930
  Rev. Francis J. Latsch 1951
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DATE NAME YEAR
Feb. 9 Rev. Kaspar Grobbel 1953

10  Rev. Patrick Lynch 1921
  Rev. Michael Daly 1936
  Deacon Joe Kessler 1996
  Deacon Gerald Gonderinger 2004
  Deacon Bob Chapman 2020

11  Rev. Wenceslaus Havlicek 1935
  Rev. William Rehback 1947

14  Rev. Leo A. Wolpert 1981
15  Rev. Michael Waldron 1899
  Rev. Michael O'Donoghue 1934
  Rev. E. William Guthman 1986

16  Msgr. John M. Hallinan 1963
  Deacon Richard Moser 1993
  Deacon Luis Valadez 2021

17  Msgr. Albert L. Krejci 2011
19  Msgr. Felix McCarthy 1964
20  Deacon Bob McAleer 1982
21  Rev. Bernard Mackin 1880
  Deacon Andrew Foray 2021

22  Rev. Thomas Fortune 1946
  Deacon Eugene Harrington 1983
  Msgr. Roman C. Ulrich 1988

24  Rev. Charles Breikopf 1942
  Deacon Joseph Morley 2008

26  Deacon Robert H. Chadwick 2008
27  Msgr. Edmond C. Walsh 1963
  Rev. Richard J. Parr 1995
  Deacon Lester Dreifurst 2002

28  Rev. Louis Halbe 1909
  Deacon Pat Norton 1980

March 2 Rev. Joseph Roth 1961
4  Rev. Andrew Bautzkeuben 1922
5  Rev. Joseph Jusevich 1959
  Rev. Jeremiah Trecy 1888
  Rev. Francis R. Price 2000
  Deacon Paul Tomaso 2017
6  Rev. Thomas. J. Fehily 1916

Dec., 2021

DATE NAME YEAR
March 6 Rev. John Moore 1931

8  Rev. Daniel Keller 2010
9  Rev. Feliz J. Gebauer 1944
  Deacon Norman Kube 2009

10  Rev. Richard Phelan 1884
  Msgr. Thomas E. DeBacker 2003

12  Deacon Ralph Werthman 1995
13  Msgr. Joseph Ruesing 1933
16  Rev. Lawrence J. Dorsey 1998
17  Rev. Leopold Blaschko 1927
  Deacon Joseph Krajicek 2013

18  Msgr. Nicholas H. Wegner 1976
  Rev. Robert A Schmitz 2018

19  Rev. P. E. Cooney 1964
  Rev. Albert L. Sudbeck 1987

20  Rev. John Cotter 1920
  Msgr. Patrick W. Burke 1960
  Rev. Anthony B. Mickells 2009

21  Rev. George J. Glauber 1909
  Rev. John P. Devane 1968

22  Rev. Joseph Johnen 1921
24  Deacon Thomas A. Murphy 2017
25  Rev. James M. Ryan 1894
  Rev. Edward A. Soliwoski 1956

26  Rev. Theodore Mester 1939
  Deacon Joe Archibald 2012
  Rev. Melvin J. Merwald 2012
  Rev. James C. Ryberg 2014

27  Rev. James Kocarnik 1969
  Rev. Otto Zillig 1984
  Deacon Jerry Steenson 2015

28  Rev. George M. Kempker 1971
  Rev. John P. Stears 1978
  Rev. Leonard Musteikis 2005
  Deacon Andrew Summer 2016

29  Rev. William O'Connor 1927
30  Msgr. John Frigge 1953
  Rev. Clement A. Bracht 1971

31  Rev. James J. Hannan 1901
  Msgr. Francis J. Werthman 1982
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Please remember in your prayers our former 
Chaplin, Fr. Tom Adams, who passed away 8 years 
ago on December 24th.
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God is always calling men to the 
priesthood, religious life and the 
Permanent Diaconate, and women 
to religious life.  Helping them to 
hear that call is the most 
important role that you can play.

Board Members - Serra Cub of West Omaha

President! ! Jolene Jefferies!         521-0717
President-Elect! Hugh Spellman                   990-2469!  
Chaplin! ! Fr. Frank Baumert!         493-2186
Secretary ! ! Mary Ann Casey !          334-1044
Treasurer! ! John Fread! !          981-9295
VP Vocations! ! Judy Huber! !          510-1274
VP Programs! ! Jill Hain! !          405-5147
VP Membership ! John Lingo! !          290-4670
VP Events! ! Stacey Floersch!          212-3348
VP Communications   Deacon Bob Hamilton         699-4063
El Camino Editor! Mary Ann Casey !          334-1044
Webmaster! ! Open
Historian! ! Kathy Sibbernsen!           201-4430
Trustee! ! Karen Stevens!           639-7198
Trustee! ! Bob Fell! !           333-6322
Trustee! ! Jerry Smith! !           289-2969
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             SERRA  CLUB OF WEST OMAHA

Objectives
We are an organization of Catholic lay men and women who 
work to foster and promote vocations to the priesthood and 
consecrated religious life of the Catholic Church and to 
develop an appreciation of the priesthood and of all religious 
vocations in the Catholic Church.  We also strive to further 
Catholicism by encouraging members in fellowship and 
education to fulfill their Christian vocation to service.

Activities
...! Financial support for seminarians and novices.
...! Assistance to Archdiocesan Vocation Office.
...! Encourage attendance at the Serra District and 
! International conventions.
...! Appreciation Event for women of Consecrated Life
...! Summer picnic for Seminarians and their families 
! along with priests.
...! Pre-ordination dinner for seminarians and priests.
...! Chair Archbishop’s Committee for Lay Vocations.
...! Golf &Tennis Outing and Dinner for Archdiocesan 
! priests, brothers and seminarians.
...! New Member Induction Mass and Reception.
...! E-mails, letter writing and cards to seminarians.
...! Support for parish vocations committees.
...! Organize “31” Clubs in Archdiocesan parishes
...! Development and maintenance of West Omaha !Serra 
! Membership Directory.
...! Development and maintenance of West Omaha !Serra 
! Website.
...! Seminarian Christmas Dinner.
...! Work with JP II Newman Center
...! Seminary Visits.

History
The Serra Club of Omaha was chartered on October 7, 1951.  
By 1987 the Club had grown to more than 100 members and, 
with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, established a second club 
in the West Omaha area.
The Serra Club of West Omaha received its charter from Serra 


