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THEME --Pray to God, you are the spirit, and I am only the trumpet, and without
your breath I can give no sound. St. Joseph of Cupertino

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Winter blessings to all of you! I pray
you are doing well and staying
healthy as we look forward to 2021.
Even though this fiscal year of Serra
has been an unusual experience
because of COVID, we rejoice in
God’s blessings upon us. So much
has been accomplished and we are
grateful for each and every one of
you and all you do for the Serra Club
of West Omaha…thank you from my
heart!
Did you know on December 8, the
150th anniversary of the declaration of Saint Joseph as Patron of the
Universal Church, Pope Francis proclaimed a Year of Saint Joseph from
December 8, 2020 to December 8, 2021? Upon declaring it a Year of St.
Joseph, Pope Francis also wrote an Apostolic Letter, Patris
Corde, meaning With a Father’s Heart.
So with this wonderful and exciting proclamation, how would you like
to consecrate yourself to St. Joseph? At the time we each became a
Serran, we committed to increase our individual holiness as one of the
three missions of our Serra Club. What does it mean to consecrate
yourself to St. Joseph? Well, it basically means that you acknowledge
that he is your spiritual father, and you want to be like him. To show it,
you entrust yourself entirely into his paternal care so that he can help
you acquire his virtues and become holy. Total consecration to St. Joseph
means you make a formal act of filial entrustment to your spiritual father
so that he can take care of your spiritual well-being and lead you to
Jesus. The person who consecrates himself to St. Joseph wants to be as
close to their spiritual father as possible, to the point of resembling him
in virtue and holiness. Saint Joseph, in turn, will give those consecrated
to him his undivided attention, protection, and guidance.
The Serra Club of West Omaha is offering to each member the
opportunity to consecrate yourself to St. Joseph through a 33-day
program. Purchase the book, Consecration to St. Joseph, The Wonders
of Our Spiritual Father by Donald H. Calloway, either at Gloria Deo in
Omaha, at his website at consecrationtostjoseph.org, or on Amazon.
Continued on page 2
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM CHAPLAINS MEETING REFLECTIONS
October 12, 2020 - Father
Baumert gave the reflection. He
said we need to prayer for our
Priests.
They are being
bombarded about preaching about
politics, people seem to think that
preaching about it will solve
everything. There are very few
Catholics who don’t know what
the church teaches. They do not
always agree with it and arguing
about it does not change things, it
just causes more confusion.
Talking about politics at Mass is like parents talking to their teenagers
at the dinner table. Our Sunday Mass is our dinner table. By trying to
talk to them now is not the time to convince them. This is not what the
Priest’s are there for. It becomes a rigid classroom. We need to listen
to Catholic radio and read Catholic articles. Jesus did not want this
when he set up the sacrifice of the Mass.
Continued on page 2
UPCOMING EVENTS
Jan. 4	

 Zoom Club Meeting - Noon - Fr. Roza - Speaker
Jan. 11	

 Zoom Prayer Meeting - Noon
Jan. 13	

 Serra Board Meeting - via Zoom
Jan. 18	

 Evening Mass-5:30-St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Feb. 1	

 Zoom Club Meeting - Noon - Speaker Rev.Jason Parzynski
	

(He is one of the 3 Vocations Directors our club prays for.)
Feb. 5	

 First Friday Mass - St. Columbkile - Papillion
Feb. 8	

 Zoom Prayer Meeting - Noon
Feb. 10	

 Serra Board Meeting - via Zoom
Feb. 15	

 Evening Mass-St. Gerald’s (to be confirmed)
Feb. 22	

 Zoom Prayer Meeting - Noon
Mar. 1	

 Zoom Club Meeting - Noon - Speaker - Fr. Kyle Mano 	

Vocations Director - Diocese of Rockford, Ill.
Mar. 5	

 First Friday Mass - location TBA	

Mar. 8	

 Zoom Prayer Meeting Noon
Mar. 10 Serra Board Meeting
Mar. 15	

 Evening Mass - Location TBA
Mar. 22	

 Zoom Prayer Meeting - Noon
1
Mar.29 	

 Zoom Prayer Meeting - Noon
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Preparation will begin on February 15 and will end with our consecration
on the Solemnity of St. Joseph on March 19. We will meet as a group on
the second and fourth Monday’s when we do our Zoom Prayer Meetings to
discuss and share what we are learning and to pray together, with St. Joseph
being the focus of these prayer meetings. To sign up, email me at
jolenejefferies@gmail.com and receive weekly emails with additional
resources about St. Joseph. You will absolutely LOVE this program! At my
parish, St. Patrick of Gretna, we’ve created a website devoted to Consecration
to St. Joseph. It has LOTS of terrific resources, including the Apostolic Letter
by Pope Francis, Father Calloway’s daily videos, prayers, and much more.
Check it out here: https://stpatricksgretna.org/mesmerize/education/faithformation/year-of-st-joseph/.
A plenary indulgence will be granted to Catholics who recite any approved
prayer or act of piety in honor of St. Joseph, especially on March 19, the
saint’s solemnity, and May 1, the Feast of St. Joseph the Worker. Other notable
days for the plenary indulgence are the Feast of the Holy Family on December
29, as well as the 19th of each month and every Wednesday, a day dedicated to
the saint in the Latin tradition.
"The sound of victory will be heard when the faithful recognize the sanctity
of St. Joseph." - Isidore of Isolanis Regarding other Serra business, in our upcoming Board meeting on February
10, the Board of Directors will be discussing the slate of candidates for the
board members for our upcoming 2021-2022 fiscal year. If you have an
interest in serving on the board, please let me know directly by sending me an
email at jolenejefferies@gmail.com. I have agreed to continue on as our
club’s President for an additional year. In this meeting, the Board will also be
reevaluating our member dues structure, but we would like to keep the dues at
a lower rate to encourage younger and full-time working individuals and/or
couples to join our club. We had lowered the dues because of the findings of
our strategic plan as well as the impact of COVID. We will keep you posted
on any dues changes that may be approved. If changes to member dues are
approved, we will make them effective on June 1, 2021.
We continue to forge forward in taking this time to lay the foundation for the
future of the Serra Club of West Omaha in support of our strategic plan.
While we have a good start on the build-out of our new website, it takes time
to write and develop the content and page layouts. We have made some good
progress on the development of the accounting section within the website.
This integration will make it much easier and more efficient for us to track and
report income and expenses. It will also help us to collect dues and event fees
online for those who are comfortable making payments in this manner. We
will always be able to accept cash and checks as well. Our new website will
also allow us to have an online membership directory (protected for only
members to see and access) with a “printable” option, communicate our
upcoming meetings, speakers and events. It will include our Facebook feed,
vocations prayers and resources for parishes, a legacy giving section, and so
much more! We are very excited about our new website. It is our hope to
have it ready for “live” rollout by June 1, 2021.
Continued on page 3
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Only 15% of Catholics have been attending Mass since COVID
started -- before COVID about 20-25% were attending Mass.
To try to use Mass to preach about the election is not the best
option. Every Priest is getting slammed about this. Archbishop
Lucas even mentioned this at a recent meeting, he said it is
counterproductive. Please pray for your Priests. Let them teach
about Jesus Christ and help us to understand his Kingdom. The
candidates running for office do not have the power to save us,
only Jesus has that power.
November 2 - Father Baumert gave the reflection. Father said
the feast of All Saints and All Souls always reminds him of his
grade school in Howells, NE. He was taught by the School
Sisters of St. Francis and they had a unique “K-Mart blue light
special” on All Souls day. The kids were told they should stop
at church and make a visit saying six Our Father’s six Hail
Mary’s and six Glory Be’s and this would get one poor soul out
of purgatory. The kids would do this during recess. Father said
he asked the teacher if he could double the prayers and get two
souls out and was told each had to be a separate visit. So, the
kids were running in and out of church all through recess to say
multiple prayers. He said his parents had made up a list of
those relatives to pray for and he would check the names off
after each visit and hoped they had found their way into heaven.
He couldn’t understand why the same names were on the list the
next year. His mom told him they couldn’t be sure if the souls
had gone to heaven and that they needed to continue to pray.
And, if the person they were praying for no longer needed the
prayers, they would go to some other deserving souls. Over the
years he got to thinking about the people in purgatory and once
they got into Heaven they would be watching the kids run in
and out of church to make visits. This probably made their day
and renewed their faith and trust.
We need to connect. God the Father is bringing the souls to
Heaven. Just like the A-Team, he is always thinking of ways to
do some good for the people. This is God’s plan. Keep
praying and do your part. Take advantage of the awesome
ways we can help the souls in purgatory.

Note:
Please consider joining us for prayer (via
Zoom) on Monday (when we do not have scheduled
meetings) -- at noon. We pray together for 30 to 40
minutes. Please see page 1 for the scheduled times
of the prayer meetings. An e-mail is sent out prior to
each meeting with the link to join the meeting.
Prayer is definitely needed during these trying times
for our church and for our country.
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Also, by June 1 (and possibly sooner), with the grace of God we hope we can begin again to meet in-person. Please pray for this blessing upon
our club. We are actively seeking an appropriate and stable location to meet on the first Monday of each month to include a nice lunch and the
opportunity to listen to an inspiring speaker. We plan to keep the third Monday of the month as an evening Mass, Meeting & Mixer rotating
among Omaha-area parishes, and are looking at ways to incorporate a speaker into the program. At the Mass, Father Frank provides an excellent
homily related to vocations and the work of our Serra Club. Afterward, we have a half-hour meeting where we provide a quick overview of our
Serra Club and invite guests to join our mission. We keep it simple and serve water, cookies and brownies. We have had some fairly good
success with these so far in making the Catholic community aware of who we are and what we do. We are now evaluating how we can add a
speaker who could talk to our group for 15-20 minutes. We’ve been able to add some new members as a result of these positive changes to our
meeting structure.
If you have any questions, thoughts or suggestions, please feel free to reach out to me at any time. May the God of endurance and
encouragement grant us to think in harmony with one another, in keeping with Christ Jesus, that with one accord we may with one voice glorify
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. (Rom 15:5-6)
Jesus, We Trust in You! Our Lady of Guadalupe, Pray for Us! St. Junipero Serra, Pray for Us!
Laus Deo,
Jolene Jefferies
2020-2021 President
Serra Club of West Omaha
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Serra Retreat
The SCOWO Advent Retreat on November 7th was held at St. Thomas More
Church. Mass was held at 8:00 a.m. followed by the retreat. Fr. Frank conducted
the retreat. The topic was “Why Did God Make Me”. He challenged us to think
about this as well as what we can to do to thank God for what he has given us. Is
there more we could be doing in our lives?

Presentation of check to the JP II Newman
Center.
Jolene Jefferies, Father Andrews and Susan
Gnann

SCOWO FINANCIAL UPDATE:
July 1 - December 31, 2020
The month of December had much activity financially speaking, including an outstanding collection of
$8,800.00 on our Annual Appeal. (The total amount received this fiscal-year-to-date for the Annual
Appeal tallied up to $10,166.67). In December, separate from the Annual Appeal, we received a generous
donation of Apple stock having a market value of $5,152.50 from a member. The sale of this stock
through Edward Jones a few days after receipt of the transferred stock sold for $4,821.55, resulting in a
small loss of $330.95. To keep our brokerage account open and active to be able to accept future stock
grants from donors, we retained $200.00 cash in the brokerage account. In December, we granted the JPII
Newman Center $5,400.00. We also provided monetary Christmas gifts to our Club Chaplain and the
Omaha Archdiocesan Seminarians for a combined total of $5,400.00. A semi-annual dues payment was
made to Serra International for $4,071.00 in December as well.
Prepared by: Rod Lighthipe -- Treasurer

December, 2020
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SPEAKERS:
October 12: Fr. Gary Coulter -- Father Coulter is a native of Lincoln, who discovered his vocation at the
UNL Newman Center while studying Electrical Engineering. Ordained a priest of the Diocese of Lincoln in
1999, he spent three years as an assistant pastor in Lincoln and taught religion at his alma mater, Pius X High
School. Sent to Rome for two years of graduate studies, he received his License in Canon Law from Santa
Croce (Holy Cross) University. He was parish pastor of St. Mary Ashland and St. Joseph Greenwood for nine
years, and is now in his eighth year as director of Our Lady of Good Counsel Retreat House in Waverly. He
also has various assignments assisting the Diocese of Lincoln as Defender of the Bond in the marriage
tribunal, co-Vicar for Religious, chaplain of the Catholic Lawyers Guild and editor of the Diocesan website.
His own website is frcoulter.com with many book recommendations and resources.
Father began his talk by saying they are holding retreats, both in person and on-line. He said there will be a
Men’s Retreat in Lincoln this up-coming Saturday and he encouraged the men in attendance to register.
St. Gregory Seminary began in Seward, with the first ordinations in 1998. Bishop Bruskewitz had a dream to have a college seminary. They
currently have 13 seminarians from the diocese. There are over 40 seminarians from other dioceses. Father said since he is from Lincoln, it
was nice to be able to go to seminary in Lincoln. Even though he is from Lincoln, he attended church in Denton. There is also an International
seminary in the small town of Denton; the diocese of Lincoln has two seminaries.
Who is responsible for vocations? Vocations are born in families. He said he grew up praying the rosary, attending Mass on Sunday, etc.
Father said he is a third generation Priest. His father’s brother was a religious brother and his uncle, was a Priest in the Grand Island diocese.
He passed away two years ago. Parishes are the place where vocations flourish. We encounter Christ in the sacraments as well as in the
various ministries at the parish. Every lay person also has a responsibility, not just the Priests and sisters. Teachers - especially the nuns in
Catholic schools play a formative role. Bishops - they are our shepherds -- they represent Christ.
Priests and religions as well as vocation directors are called to reach out and to talk about their vocations. We are all responsible for vocations.
All of us have the grace and responsibility to foster vocations.
Fostering vocations: The Lincoln diocese has been blessed. The Bishop prior to Bishop Bruskewitz was very emphatic that the major large
parishes have schools. They also needed to be as affordable as possible and staffed by Priests and Religious. He founded Christ the King
sisters to teach and he also had young Priests teach in the high school. All Theology classes were taught by Priests or religious. Healthy
contact with Priests and religious give the students the idea of wanting to become a Priest or religious.
Just as important as the high schools having Priests and religious involved is the need to establish this on the college campus. There is a need
to establish a strong Catholic identity. Currently there are a dozen FOCUS ministers on campus. There is also a Catholic fraternity and
sorority on campus. The Newman Center outgrew the 300 seat church. The new church was hosting 2,500 students every Sunday before
COVID hit. The students are getting good Catholic identity to help keep in touch.
Fidelity to the Church - many were attracted to St. John Paul II. Young people today love the Pope. They want the clear teaching of the
church. They want the truth. Many have gone to World Youth Day. We are in spiritual warfare. We need the truth. We need to proclaim clear
teachings -- not watered down.
Young people can benefit from Come and See visits and Nuns Run. Nine out of ten recently ordained Priests were approached and asked by
someone if they considered becoming a Priest. A Come and See weekend is a gathering where young men can meet seminarians or young
women can visit several religious orders. It is not a magic formula. Some of the seminarians go to the high schools and play sports with the
young people, there is a need for involvement. The Holy Spirit helps them to discern and helps them to be open to this. Some are happy they
can stay close to home.
Vocations tend to show up in the pre-adolescent years. Some find God’s call is perceived much earlier. A minor seminary in the diocese makes
it easier than to send off to college. Some enter after high school. Some prefer life experience. The Lord often picks a child at an early age.
Continued on page 6
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Our youth need to know Priests and seminarians are regular people.
Some feel they are not worthy, they are scared. The Come and See
weekends let them see what is going on. They are exposed to life in the
seminary. Totus Tuus also gives some young people the start they need.
These are summer camps run by seminarians and religious sisters.
When the Bishop comes to one of the events they do not feel threatened.

of our existence: that Christ may reign in the hearts of all. As
religious, our most important and effective means for evangelization
is the witness of our lives consecrated totally to God. The Church
teaches that consecrated life “‘manifests the inner nature of the
Christian calling’ and the striving of the whole Church as Bride
toward union with her one Spouse” (Vita Consecrata, § 3). By
fidelity to our call, we witness to that which Christ deemed “the one
thing necessary” (Luke 10:42).

Vocations culture - we need to be able to talk about vocations publicly.
This is brought up in Confirmation class and at the 8th grade retreat. It In our apostolate of Catholic education, we share in a particular way
is all about personal interaction. Sometimes they just need to be told the heart of the Church’s existence. In his encyclical Redemptoris
they would make a good Priest or religious.
Missio, the mission of Christ the Redeemer, Pope Saint John Paul II
states, “The Church is missionary by her very nature” (§ 5).
Father indicated there are no altar girls in the Lincoln diocese. They may According to the spirit of our charism, we are contemplatives who
be the only diocese in the country. He also said 3 out of 4 ordained teach. Though we strive for excellence in teaching, it is our interior
Priests have been altar servers. He indicated we do need to have contact life that ultimately makes our apostolate fruitful. By our manner with
between our young men and the Priests. Our kids need to see Priests as those whom we serve, we make Christ the Teacher present: His
living in a healthy, happy lifestyle.
wisdom, knowledge, patience, and most especially His special love
for children.
We all have a part to play. Results are hard to determine. Prayer is so
important. Eucharist Adoration is very important. We will never know Background of the School Sisters of Christ the King:
how many vocations come from that. Many seminarians have said
Eucharist Adoration was available in their parishes and the rosary was Our community is the School Sisters of Christ the King. We were
prayed often.
founded for the Diocese of Lincoln in 1976 by the bishop at that
time, Bishop Glennon Patrick Flavin. His desire was a religious
November 2 - Sister Edith Marie and Sister Maura Therese - School community that taught in Catholic Schools, especially since he saw
Sisters of Christ the King - Lincoln, NE.
religious sisters leaving the apostolate of Catholic Education. Our
first sisters were trained by the Immaculate Heart of Mary Sisters in
Biography of Sister Edith Marie
Immaculata, PA. We currently have 28 sisters and 2 women
discerning.
Sister has been, through God’s mercy, a spouse of
Christ for 18 years. She has also taught a variety Sister Edith Marie began their presentation by thanking the group for
of ages and subjects though mainly religion their support of Priests and religious life. She said one of the things
classes. Her current apostolate is superior of one people usually ask is “what made you decide to become a religious
of the community’s local convents and teaching sister”. She said she has been a sister for 18 years. She is from the
2nd and 5th grade religion at St. Michael Catholic Omaha diocese. She grew up on a dairy farm near Leigh, Ne. As
School.
she was growing up she really did not think about becoming a sister.
Her older brother and sister were in college and were involved in the
Biography of Sister Maura Therese
Newman Center in Lincoln, her parents went to Serra Club
meetings in Lincoln. Her brother and sister are both married one
Sister has joyfully loved Jesus as his spouse for with 9 children and the other with 7. When she went to college she
over 25 years. She has taught a variety of ages had an openness to religious life. After being in college for three
and subjects in the Catholic Schools though years she felt unsettled. Before her Jr. year she felt called and she
her favorite areas of education are leading the decided to try it. When she joined the convent it was very peaceful
children to a relationship with Jesus and and she felt it was God’s will for her. It was a very powerful feeling.
English. Her current apostolate is Mission She made vows in 2002. The School Sisters of Christ the King teach
Advancement for our community and religious in catholic schools in the Lincoln diocese. She enjoys working with
formation outreach at elementary schools and children and seeing God working in them. She works with 4th, 5th
college campuses.
and 6th graders and loves seeing their formation in faith.
Continued on page 7
Our teaching apostolate flows from the purpose
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Sister Maura Therese said she had been thinking about what people want to know in regards to her vocation. She said at the time of baptism
there is a grace, an openness and as we get further away it is harder to hear God’s voice and to say yes. During high school she did step away
from the Lord in her last year of high school. After starting college she drew closer to the Lord and it became a much easier step. The most
important thing we can do is is to let our young people know we care. We need to let God embrace them. Both sacramental prayer and
personal prayer are needed. Time needs to be spent with the Lord, especially in front of the blessed sacrament. Our young people need to see
religious life as good, a person can be holy and have a happy life. We are all called to be holy.
The sisters showed a poster of the members of their community. Vocations come from everywhere. Some grew up in Omaha and Lincoln. A
good deal of the sisters went to school at UNL. They have sisters from the Lincoln diocese, from the Omaha diocese, from Grand Island and
from out of state. Forty are currently in Lincoln studying for religious life. They also brought copies of a Newsletter, prayer cards and a book
about Bishop Fabian. She also had a poster of all of the sisters with a breakdown of areas where they come from. Bishop Fabian founded the
convent in 1976. His goal was to have sisters teaching in the catholic schools. His model in life was Christ the King. The convent and
everything he started had something to do with Christ the King. He started it because the religious were leaving the schools and he knew
catholic sisters were important to education. He couldn’t find sisters, so he established his own convent. Students need to get to know Jesus
personally. They need good catholic nuns to become good adults. We have a true leader and he is God. We need to know Christ reigns and he
will always be there for us.
There was a question and brief discussion about the format of their training. The Mother House is located in Lincoln. They study in a house of
formation. There is a candidate program where the candidates live in a house, wear lay clothes and get used to being in a convent setting as
well as getting used to prayer times, etc. They spend a year as a postulant where they enter more deeply into prayer life. After a year they
receive a religious habit and a white veil and their name. They make temporary vows and profess poverty, chastity and obedience. It can take
up to 8-9 years before they make final vows.
They were also asked if they feel the Newman Center has had an impact on vocations to the religious life and if there is a presence of the sisters
at the Newman Center. The sisters are on campus at UNK, the sisters have not spent time at the UNO John Paul II center. They have been
involved in giving retreats and spiritual talks at all of the campuses. UNO invites the Marion Sisters to come once a year. At times the Christ
the King sisters are invited to be a presence at some of the retreats. Their retreats have not happened the last 8 months. They have done some
on-line retreats and they are getting some response from that.
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December 7th - Father Taylor Leffler. Fr. Taylor was born the third of four children in West Point,
Nebraska. In the midst of his twelve years of Catholic education, he struggled to believe that Jesus was
actually real. He planned to become an airplane pilot, but the influence of a few families in West Point
prompted him to continue asking the deeper questions. He encountered Jesus in a very personal way when
he was 17, and began to ask God to reveal his vocation. After studying aviation and flight training for one
year at the University of Nebraska at Omaha, and becoming involved in FOCUS, the Fellowship of
Catholic University Students, he began his priestly formation at St. John Vianney College Seminary in St.
Paul, Minnesota, the Pontifical University of Saint Thomas Aquinas in Rome, and Kenrick-Glennon
Seminary in St. Louis. Father Taylor was ordained a priest on June 2, 2018, and is in his third year as the
associate pastor at St. Wenceslaus Parish in Omaha.
Father Taylor started his presentation by telling us he is officiating at a wedding at 1:00 p.m. at the
Cathedral. Only five people, including the wedding party, will be attending. He indicated he plans to focus
his homily in terms of his vocation when he became a priest at the cathedral three years ago and how this
relates to the married vocation.
His talk today is about his experiences at Fatima. This is good timing since tomorrow is the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception. Fatima
is in Portugal. In 2012 he did not know anything about Portugal. He had no reason to go except to visit Fatima. He was studying in Rome for
a semester. This was an unforgettable time in his life. While they were in Rome they had some time to travel to other countries. They had a
month prior to the start of their classes to travel. He walked on part of the ElCamino in Spain. They were only eight hours from Fatima and
the cost to fly was reasonable. When they got to Portugal, he thought oh this is it. They really had no reason to go to Portugal except for
Fatima. He had booked a hotel room for himself and two others planning to stay in one room. The woman who checked them in spoke some
broken English and she said they would need more than one room and said she would give them an extra room at no charge. Later that day
they went to tour Fatima.
Over 100 years ago our lady appeared to 3 young children in a pasture while they were tending sheep. There were two young children who
were brother and sister Jacinta and Francisco and their cousin, Lucinda, who was also with them. She was a little older. They were out
tending their sheep when the Lady first appeared to them. She appeared to them for sometime. There is a beautiful Basilica built where this
took place. Francisco and Jacinta are Saints now and they are buried on the grounds. There were a lot of things going on. There were Masses
all day, people were saying rosaries and there were processions going on. People from all over the world come to find out about Fatima.
Many come with petitions. Some come to the shrine every day, since they live close. It was a unique experience. They were only there for a
weekend. The last day they were there was a Sunday and they decided to walk over the hill to the small town where the children had lived.
They have kept up the homes where they lived. There are many relics, etc. They went over the hill to the farm to where the famous picture
of the three children and our Lady was taken. Lucinda has her arm on her hip. They walked around and the three seminarians had their
picture taken on that spot. They got to the area where the houses are located. The doors were locked. There was a small museum and they
could see a little inside. They were leaving early Monday morning and they were rather bummed that they were not going to be able to get
into the houses. They were walking around, trying to see if they could see anything and a little old lady appeared and started shouting at them
in Portuguese. They could only understand some of what she was saying. She probably thought they were trying to break into the houses.
They tried to explain to her that they were going to become priests. She could understand a little Spanish and they told her they had come to
pray and they wanted to see the houses where the children lived. She brought them photos of the three children and she told them she was
the niece of Jacinta and Francisco. Their father had an older brother who happened to be this lady’s father. Francisco and Jacinta were two of
10 children. She invited them inside and it turns out the house was where Francisca and Jacinta lived. There were shelves and shelves of
relics and pictures. There was an old iron bed where Francisco died. They were baffled as they carried on a conversation with the older
woman. She was sitting at the kitchen table with a photo album with pictures of Fatima and the children they had never seen before. One
photo was of Saint John Paul II. He had come to this house when he came to Fatima and he was sitting at the table where they were sitting.
The children were buried on the grounds and when the Basilica was built their bodies were exhumed. There are pictures of the caskets and
the graves from which they were taken. The lids are off and you can see their bodies. Jacinta’s body looked like she was sleeping. There
were people standing around the church who remembered her father. The lady who showed them around said she was just a little girl and she
was there the day they exhumed Jacinta. They had such an incredible time with this woman. She said her father remembered all of the
encounter. At first he thought they were crazy. After a while he began to believe them when the miracles happened. This was something they
could not have planned. They had no idea they would get to see so much.
Continued on page 9
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Another neat thing that happened to him while he was in
Rome. He got to serve Mass for Pope Benedict. Pope
Benedict liked to arrive early and he needed to get into the
door. So, it was this kid from West Point that was able to
meet Pope Benedict when he arrived for Mass.

Holy Hour
October 19th - St. James Church. Approximately 50 people attended the Holy
Hour. Archbishop Lucas was unable to attend. Fr. Frank conducted the Holy
Hour. There was a brief Meeting held prior to the Holy Hour.

Someone asked about the wedding and if in the homily he
would talk about his ordination. He said he remembers
vividly his ordination and how he changed from Taylor to
Father Taylor and when this couple is married they will
change as well. Their lives will be changed forever. He
also remembers being at the Cathedral and saying “this is
my body“ for the first time and the big beautiful crucifix.
Suffering is part of married life. As he lay down his life for
Christ they are also laying down their lives for each other.
Someone asked about a garden in Fatima. When they were
in Fatima they saw the garden but they did not see the
houses, etc. Fr. Taylor said the garden was on the way to
the houses. That would’ve been between Fatima and the
small town where the children lived. Someone asked
about pictures. Father said they did take some pictures but
he would have to do some searching to find them
First Friday Masses
October 2 - St. Stephen the Martyr
November 6 - St. Vincent de Paul
December 4 - St, Cecilia’s Cathedral
Members of the West Omaha Serra Club have been attending
in a group - usually 10-15 members attend the Mass.
Mass and Mixer
Monday, November 16th at St. Patrick’s in Elkhorn. A
number of our current Serrans attended as well as a number of
potential members. Father Patrick Moser gave a brief talk
about his vacation.
Unfortunately the Christmas Party with the Seminarians had to
be cancelled due to COVID. Each of the Seminarians
received a Christmas card and a check in the amount of
$200.00.
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MEET OUR SERRANS
Joe and Jeanne Vlock
Joe and Jeanne Vlock have been married for 47 years.
They have 4 children and 7 grandchildren. They are
members of St. Wenceslaus Church in Omaha.
Joe and Jeanne were awarded the Serran of the Year
award for 2020. The following is a statement from the
couple:
Our Catholic faith has been one of the greatest gifts from God. Likewise, being a Serran has given us purpose and
direction to help pray for the Church and servants moving forward. In our combined years as Serrans we have worked
with many Catholics with the same purpose and zeal. We collectively have been members of the West Omaha Serra
Club for 23 years. One or both of us has served in the capacity of membership, program, vice president, president,
trustee and events chair. It is with joy we treasure the Saint Junipero Serra award for 2020.
Meet Our Seminarians
Joshua Heywood:
Josh is in his College IV Year
at Conception, MO.
His
potential date of Ordination is
2025.
Josh was born on February 27,
1999.
His hometown is
Omaha, NE and his home
parish is St. Peter, Omaha.
He first thought of becoming a
priest when a priest, Fr. An
Duy Phan, visited his class in
second grade. He was Home Schooled from 5th - 12th grade, had
daily mass, confession, adoration, daily family rosary and
opportunity to read many spiritual books. He says he desires to
help people get to Heaven.
His hobbies include playing piano and guitar, reading, Rubix
cube, running, biking and swimming.

Nicholas Paltz
Nicholas is a 3rd Year Seminarian
at St. John Vianney Seminary in St.
Paul, Minnesota
Nicholas was born on February
13th, 2000. His hometown is St.
Helena, NE and his home parish is
Holy Family Parish of Cedar
County. He began thinking of
priesthood in the 4th grade. He
credits his former pastor, Fr. Eric
Olsen, and his cousin, Fr. Jeremy
Hans, as influences in his decision to try seminary.
He enjoys playing trombone for Jazz Band and playing the organ.
He also enjoys board games, bowling, singing listening to music
(Jazz, Classical, 60-80’s, Barbershop) and sports.
Nicholas said he was born with a cleft lip and palate, and he has had
10 surgeries to fix this.
Other: He loves collecting hats. He is the middle child of 5 children.
He has created a newspaper (usually just one page long, twice a
week) called the Cornhead Gazette at the seminary.

Please pray for Josh, Nicholas and all of our seminarians as they continue their journey to the priesthood.
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SERRA CLUB OF WEST OMAHA
Pope Francis’
Prayer Intention
December, 2020

Objectives
We are an organization of Catholic lay men and women who
work to foster and promote vocations to the priesthood and
consecrated religious life of the Catholic Church and to develop
an appreciation of the priesthood and of all religious vocations
in the Catholic Church. We also strive to further Catholicism by
encouraging members in fellowship and education to fulfill their
Christian vocation to service.

Pope Benedict's general prayer intention for December is: "That
children may be respected and loved and never be the victims of Activities
exploitation in its various forms".
...!
Financial support for seminarians and novices.
...!
Assistance to Archdiocesan Vocation Office.
His mission intention is: "That at Christmas the peoples of the ...!
Encourage attendance at the Serra District and
earth may recognize in the Word Incarnate the light which !
International conventions.
illuminates every man, and that the nations may open their doors ...!
Appreciation Dinner for Priests hosted by Serrans
to Christ, the Saviour of the world".
!
and spouses.
...!
Appreciation Event for women of Consecrated Life
...!
Summer picnic for Seminarians and their families
!
along with priests.
...!
Pre-ordination dinner for seminarians and priests.
...!
Chair Archbishop’s Committee for Lay Vocations.
...!
Golf &Tennis Outing and Dinner for Archdiocesan
!
priests, brothers and seminarians.
...!
Boys Town Dinner for those attending the Institute for
!
Priestly Formation.
Rest in Peace
...!
New Member Induction Mass and Dinner,
...!
E-mails, letter writing and cards to seminarians.
Support for parish vocations committees.
Please remember all of the friends and relatives of our Serra ...!
...!
Organize “31” Clubs in Archdiocesan parishes
members who have passed away from Covid 19 or from other causes
...!
Development and maintenance of West Omaha !Serra
during these past three months.
!
Membership Directory.
...!
Development and maintenance of West Omaha !Serra
Also, remember our former Chaplin, Fr. Tom Adams who passed
!
Website.
away 7 years ago on December 24th.
...!
Seminarian Christmas Dinner.
...!
College Connection for Catholics (CCC).
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed through
...!
Seminary Visits.
the Mercy of God rest in Peace.

Remember the West Omaha Serra Club when
you update your will. Estate planning is an
easy way to make a lasting donation.

History
The Serra Club of Omaha was chartered on October 7, 1951.
By 1987 the Club had grown to more than 100 members and,
with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, established a second club
in the West Omaha area.
The Serra Club of West Omaha received its charter from Serra
International on February 11, 1988 with 31 members.
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Deceased Priests and Deacons of the Archdiocese of Omaha
DATE

NAME

Jan. 1 Deacon John Zurek
2

YEAR
2013

Rev. Robert P. Blum

1933

Rev. Clarence Trummer

1956

Msgr. John J. O'Grady

1966

Rev. Paul E. Schneider

1992

Deacon Fred Moore

1999

Rev. Richard S. Ciurej

2011

3

Rev. Henry Hoheisel

5

DATE

NAME

YEAR

Jan. 19 Rev. William Windolph

1943

Rev. Anthony J. Urbanski

1954

Rev. Louis I. Cimmino

1984

Deacon Peter DesRosiers

2008

Rev. Thomas E. Donnelly

1891

Rev. Ralph A. Lammers

2018

22

Rev. Paul J. Begley

2008

1940

23

Rev. Leo Kreikemeier

2007

Rev. John D. Mines

1972

25

Rev. Norman B. Parr

2004

Deacon Leo Vaughan

1986

Rev. Anthony P. Wilwerding

2016

Deacon Tony Filipcic

2012

26

Msgr. Augustine M. Colaneri

1943

6

Rev. Paul B. Kannaby

1967

27

Rev. Clement A. Kubesh

1987

7

Rev. John Stocker

1898

28

Rev. Robert P. Krajicek

2008

Rev. Edward B. Gill

2006

Deacon Patrick Miles

2009

Rev. Timothy J. Lange

2016

29

Rev. William Feen

1936

Most Rev. Richard Scannel

1916

30

Rev. Robert E. Burke

1993

Rev. William A. Cappius

1945

Msgr. Edward C. O'Donnell

2011

9

Deacon Van Drozda

2006

Rev. Godfrey A. Meiergerd

2005

10

Rev. Daniel F. O'Sullivan

1970

Deacon Fred Sommer

2016

Msgr. John L. Zaplotnik

1978

Deacon Tom Purnell

2001

Rev. Herman Stahl

1966

Rev. Otto A. Buehler

1971

12

Rev. Virgil P. Walkowiak

1975

13

Rev. Albert Zemp

1940

14

Rev. George Baumgartner

1900

15

Deacon Wes Kreun

16

8

20
21

31

Feb. 1 Rev. Paul Diczky
Rev. John T. Smith

1915

Rev. W. Mulligan

1968

Rev. D. P. Harringron

1919

Rev. Anthony Alberts

1974

5

Rev. Frederick Irschik

1947

7

Rev. Albert Senger

1959

2019

Rev. Dennis J. Teahan

1967

Rev. William J. McNamara

1912

Rev. Robert O. Steinhausen

1993

18

Rev. William F. Lordemann

1967

Deacon John Mascarello

2005

19

Rev. Emil Aloys Klemenz

1934

Msgr. Cyril J. Wemer

2012

11

2

1985

4

8
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DATE
Feb. 9

NAME
Rev. Timothy O'Driscoll
Rev. Francis J. Latsch

Rev. Kaspar Grobbel
10
Rev. Patrick Lynch
Rev. Michael Daly
Deacon Joe Kessler
Deacon Gerald Gonderinger
Deacon Bob Chapman
11
Rev. Wenceslaus Havlicek
Rev. William Rehback
14
Rev. Leo A. Wolpert
15
Rev. Michael Waldron
Rev. Michael O'Donoghue
Rev. E. William Guthman
16
Msgr. John M. Hallinan
Deacon Richard Moser
17
Msgr. Albert L. Krejci
19
Msgr. Felix McCarthy
20
Deacon Bob McAleer
21
Rev. Bernard Mackin
22
Rev. Thomas Fortune
Deacon Eugene Harrington
Msgr. Roman C. Ulrich
24
Rev. Charles Breikopf
Deacon Joseph Morley
26
Deacon Robert H. Chadwick
27
Msgr. Edmond C. Walsh
Rev. Richard J. Parr
Deacon Lester Dreifurst
28
Rev. Louis Halbe
Deacon Pat Norton
March 2 Rev. Joseph Roth
4
Rev. Andrew Bautzkeuben
5
Rev. Joseph Jusevich
Rev. Jeremiah Trecy
Rev. Francis R. Price
Deacon Paul Tomaso
6
Rev. Thomas. J. Fehily

YEAR
1930
1951
1953
1921
1936
1996
2004
2020
1935
1947
1981
1899
1934
1986
1963
1993
2011
1964
1982
1880
1946
1983
1988
1942
2008
2008
1963
1995
2002
1909
1980
1961
1922
1959
1888
2000
2017
1916

DATE
NAME
March 6 Rev. John Moore
8
Rev. Daniel Keller
9
10
12
13
16
17
18
19
20

21
22
24
25
26

27

28

29
30
31

YEAR
1931
2010

Rev. Feliz J. Gebauer
Deacon Norman Kube
Rev. Richard Phelan
Msgr. Thomas E. DeBacker
Deacon Ralph Werthman
Msgr. Joseph Ruesing
Rev. Lawrence J. Dorsey
Rev. Leopold Blaschko
Deacon Joseph Krajicek
Msgr. Nicholas H. Wegner
Rev. Robert A Schmitz
Rev. P. E. Cooney
Rev. Albert L. Sudbeck
Rev. John Cotter
Msgr. Patrick W. Burke
Rev. Anthony B. Mickells
Rev. George J. Glauber
Rev. John P. Devane
Rev. Joseph Johnen
Deacon Thomas A. Murphy
Rev. James M. Ryan
Rev. Edward A. Soliwoski
Rev. Theodore Mester
Deacon Joe Archibald
Rev. Melvin J. Merwald
Rev. James C. Ryberg
Rev. James Kocarnik
Rev. Otto Zillig
Deacon Jerry Steenson
Rev. George M. Kempker
Rev. John P. Stears
Rev. Leonard Musteikis
Deacon Andrew Summer
Rev. William O'Connor
Msgr. John Frigge
Rev. Clement A. Bracht
Rev. James J. Hannan
Msgr. Francis J. Werthman

1944
2009
1884
2003
1995
1933
1998
1927
2013
1976
2018
1964
1987
1920
1960
2009
1909
1968
1921
2017
1894
1956
1939
2012
2012
2014
1969
1984
2015
1971
1978
2005
2016
1927
1953
1971
1901
1982
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If you have not already done so, please consider signing up to pray a Holy Hour once a
month for vocations and for Priests and consecrated religious in our Archdiocese. (See
sign-up information below.)

Board Members - Serra Cub of West Omaha

God is always calling men to the
priesthood, religious life and the
Permanent Diaconate, and women
to religious life. Helping them to
hear that call is the most
important role that you can play.

President!
!
President-Elect!
Chaplin!
!
Secretary !
!
Treasurer!
!
VP Vocations! !
VP Programs! !
VP Membership!
VP Events!
!
VP Communications
El Camino Editor!
Webmaster! !
Historian!
!
Trustee!
!
Trustee!
!
Trustee!
!

Jolene Jefferies!
!
Open
Fr. Frank Baumert! !
Mary Ann Casey !
!
Rod Lighthipe!!
!
Judy Huber! !
!
Karen Stevens!
!
John Lingo! !
!
Stacey Floersch!
!
Deacon Bob Hamilton!!
Mary Ann Casey !
!
Open
Kathy Sibbernsen!
!
Julia Palzer! !
!
Bob Fell!
!
!
Jerry Smith! !
!

521-0717
493-2186
334-1044
541-8443
510-1274
639-7198
290-4670
212-3348
699-4063
334-1044
201-4430
740-0409
333-6322
289-2969
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