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10-3-22  In Fr. Frank’s absence 
Deacon Bob gave the reflection.   He 
talked about the scripture readings 
from Sunday.  The first reading talked 
about those who suffer and our Lord 
hears the cry of the poor.  In the 
second reading the apostles asked our 
Lord to increase their faith.  Our Lord 
told them they needed to have the 
faith of a mustard seed.   He wanted them to believe and told them if 
they did they would become much more than the mustard seed.   

11-17-22 - Fr. Baumert gave the reflection.  Father Frank recently 
returned from his trip to France.  He had an awesome experience while 
at Lourdes.  Their tour began around 6 a.m. and there were six different 
groups gathering for Mass.                    Continued on Page 2  
                                                 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Jan. 2 No Meeting - Holiday
Jan. 11 Board Meeting -Mary Our Queen 
Jan. 30 Holy Hour -  for Priests and Seminarians - JP II Newman 

Center
Feb. 6 Luncheon Meeting-German American Home-Speaker-Fr. Walter

Nolte. Megan Seaman and Faith Cacka - to speak about the 
Faith Encounter Conference

Feb. 8 Board Meeting - Mary Our Queen
Feb. 20 Mass, Meeting and Mixer - Location TBA
Mar. 6 Luncheon Meeting-German American Home  - Speaker TBA
Mar. 8 Board Meeting - Mary Our Queen Office - Conference Room
Mar. 20 Holy Hour  for Priests and Seminarians - Location TBA

Chaplains Reflections
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    “As Jesus with the disciples of Emmaus, so the church must become the traveling companion of 
                                                      young people”.           St. John Paul II 
                              

    PRESIDENT’S LETTER

As 2022 comes to a close, it is time to say thank you to all of the 
board members for their continued service and support during 
this past year. A big thank you goes to Jolene Jefferies for her 
continued help with organizing and publishing information as 
well as remaining on the board as a trustee. John Lingo has 
taken over as treasurer and is doing a great job transitioning 
some of the online payment of dues, signing up for membership, 
events,  etc  John has also done his usual good job with the 
annual appeal.  Jerry Smith has stepped down from the Treasurer 
position after several years of hard work which is much 
appreciated.  Jerry remains on the board as a Trustee.   Judy 
Huber has stepped down as the VP of Vocations. Thank you 
Judy for your great help over the past two and a half. Tony 
Tiefenthaler has filled this position and we are grateful for his 
willingness to help. Stacey Floersch did a wonderful job with the 
recent seminarian Christmas party and she continues to come up 
with great ideas for our activities. Jill Hain has also done a great 
job in scheduling speakers, and working with the churches for 
the holy hours, etc. Bruce Jefferies is in charge of Membership 
and has many ideas to help with recruiting.  Karen Stevens is 
also a Trustee on the board and her input is appreciated.   
Deacon Bob Hamilton continues to provide email information to 
our members and Mary Ann Casey keeps us up-to-date with 
reporting board meeting minutes as well as publishing the El 
Camino.  Also, thank you to Christa Pichler for her work on our 
website as well as posting on the SCOWO Facebook page. 
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The last three months have been busy. We have had good 
speakers at our three first Monday luncheon meetings at the 
German American Home. We had a teaching Mass—Presenting 
Ourselves to the King at Saint Cecilia Cathedral. Father Frank 
did this presentation and it was very well attended. We also had 
a holy hour at Saint John Vianney in November. On December 
23rd the Seminarian Christmas party was held at Christ the 
King. The weather was brutally  cold, but we had a very good 
turnout for the party. 

Due to the Holiday we will not have a Luncheon meeting on 
January 2nd.  Our next big event will be a Holy Hour at the JP II 
Newman Center on January 30th.  Our next noon luncheon 
meeting will be held on February 6th.

My hope is that everyone had a Merry Christmas and I wish you 
a Happy, Heathy New Year

Hugh Spellman. President
Serra Club of West Omaha 2022-23
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West Omaha Serra Club
Financial Statement

January 11, 2023

Checking Account - (on 1-10-23) $15,088,93
Savings Account (Capital One) $30,429.55
Brokerage Account (Edward Jones)      $200.00

Total $45,718.48

Annual Appeal (collected) $13,545.00

Christmas Party (collected from
  Serrans)   $1.295.00

If questions, please contact John Lingo - Treasurer

  Continued from Page 1
Since he was the “oldest” Priest there, he was the celebrant at the Grotto 

of Lourdes.  Shortly after  returning to Omaha he spoke at the Kingdom 
teaching Mass at the Cathedral.  There was a good turn out for this 
event,  He felt this was also an amazing experience after having just 
returned from his trip and being in the cathedral.

Father spoke about how the apostles wanted  Jesus to increase their 
faith.  God told them if  they had the faith of a mustard seed  they could 
move a mulberry tree and plant it into the sea.  The idea of the mustard 
seed is to help people realize what they can do.  We need to regroup and 
regrow.  When he was a kid there were two churches in his small 
hometown (they are still there).  If you  didn’t  show up for Mass on 
Sunday, someone found you to see why you were not there.  Now it 
seems there are all sorts of reasons for not attending Sunday Mass.  It is 
hard to find young people in church — sports, vacations, etc.  After 
awhile it is easy to just not go.  We need to be careful what messages we 
are sending to our young people.

December 5, 2022  Fr. Baumert gave the reflection.  One of the things 
we really notice about advent is that our kids get excited about church.  
We need to realize there is a two fold reason. Think about Jesus, and 
when will he come back in glory?  He came as a boy.  When he comes 
again he will come in glory.  He wanted to come to earth like us.  We 
need to be prepared for his second coming.  Make straight the highway,  
don’t focus on the life of Jesus.  All of the prophets prepared for the 
second coming  They spoke of the lions lying down with the lambs — 
hopefully no snakes in the new Kingdom.    People are not prepared, 
Father works in hospitals and many people are not prepared, they are 
afraid of dying.  We need to realize what God has in store for us,  We 
need to start thinking about the glory that is to come, not the things of 
this world.  We will be going to something better.

The feast of the Immaculate Conception is on the horizon.  We need to 
think about the Kingdom of Heaven.  He asked us to think of a castle 
and picture a moat with all of the people who have been created by God.  
Everyone is old and tired and the devil is trying to get them to go the 
other way.  We see Mary and she has no problem going in, she has no 
sin.  Then picture going across the drawbridge into heaven and the door 
to hell will close and the healings will come about.  All will be happy.  It 
will be awesome!

    Continued from page 1
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SPEAKERS

10-3-22 - Monica Hejkal is a consecrated woman in the Institute of the Apostolic Oblates, devoting her life to 
spreading the good news that every person is called to holiness. She assists others on their journey to sainthood 
primarily through the Pro Sanctity Movement. She earned a Doctor of Physical Therapy degree in 2008 from the 
University of Nebraska Medical Center, and in 2012, a Master of Arts degree in pastoral theology from the Augustine 
Institute with a concentration in biblical theology.   She is a Director of Pro Sanctity's Camp Fun & Faith for Girls 
during summers, offers retreats and spiritual direction throughout the year, and assists at the John Paul II Newman 
Center in the spiritual formation of college students. Since 2014, she has served on the National Council of the 
Institute of the Apostolic Oblates.

Monica began her talk by thanking the Serra Club for the work they do to promote the good of the Kingdom.  She 
said a prayer “Let me Quench Your Thirst” by Bishop Giaquinta, Founder of the Pro Sanctity Movement.  She 

distributed a copy the prayer which talks about spirituality.   The Lord placed a seed in his heart.  He wanted to be a missionary.  In 1947 he 
founded the Pro Sanctity Movement.  He moved around the world.  There was much devastation. This was after World War II.  There was not a 
lot of movement.  People would go to church on Sunday but were not living their faith.  If we all lived our faith, we would all become Saints.  
He wanted to get everyone together.  He wanted to spread his message to the whole world and to give people the ability to say yes.  It all 
revolved around wanting to be holy.  He wanted to reach the heights.  Holiness is our response to God’s love for us.  It is all about a 
relationship with him.  He wanted everyone to know this and to have a relationship with God and grow in this.  He wanted to form an 
organization for holiness to be more effective. The Communists were able to train and make believers.  They knew what to say and how to say 
it and then to go out and convince people to join their organization.  How come we can’t tell people about holiness and tell them how to do it.   
He wanted to meet lay people and tell them how to do this.  Three years later, in 1950 they were officially organized  as oblates - a secular 
organization.   Priests need to be holy and they need our support.  They need to know they are called to become Saints.  Lay people need to 
make their place of work a holy place.

Monica said in the Pro Sanctity Movement she is a full community member.  Women in the community are different than religious sisters.  
They are not nuns.  The religious wear habits, they do not.  They take vows and are expected to be the face of the apostolate.  They are to be 
fully available.  She lives with 5 other oblates.  There is a practical aspect of supporting each other.  Some live on their own.  She will probably 
stay in Omaha, some are sent out as missionaries.   

Monica was asked what a typical day looks like. She is an oblate and her day consists of prayer.   They say the Liturgy of the Hours.  Their 
days are built around the apostolate, preparing for and conducting retreats.  They also help prepare for and lead events.  They  give talks and 
spiritual guidance. 

She was asked what type of process  they have to go through to become an oblate.  Typically the applicants will move in for a time of learning 
experience.  They need to meet with the directors, to be sure if they want to take the next move or not.  They take temporary vows for 7 years 
before making the final vows.

Where does support come from?   In the US they are supported by donations.  Also, those who are in the group are expected to contribute.  
Monica was a physical therapist  and helped to contribute.

She was asked about numbers.  There are around 200.  In the US they have  groups in Nebraska, Colorado and New York.  They are also 
located in Italy and India and have some connections in Canada.  They are considered missionaries and could  be sent anywhere at any time.  
International  orders could exchange orders with others going  to help out if needed.  
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11-7-22 - Jim Jansen began his 
work with the Archdiocese of 
Omaha in July of 2017 as the 
Director of Evangelization and 
Catechesis. Captivated by the 
Archdiocesan vision of One 
Church: Encountering Jesus, 
Equipping Disciples and Living 
M e r c y , J i m j o i n e d t h e 
Archdiocese after serving as a 
FOCUS missionary for many 
years.  With roots in Cedar 
County, NE and the Benson area 
in Omaha, Jim’s return to the 
Archdiocese has been somewhat of a homecoming. He 
graduated from Mount Michael High School in Elkhorn 
and St. Bernadette’s grade school in Bellevue. Jim holds 
a master’s degree in Pastoral Theology from Ave Maria 
University. He and his wife Kim live in Bellevue, NE, 
are members of St. Bernadette’s parish, and have six 
children at ages ranging from high school to diapers.

Jim started his talk by saying he feels he’s always had 
the support of the Serra Club due to his long affiliation 
with FOCUS.  He wants to accomplish  -  3  reasons 
why the Journey of Faith is happening ; 2 reasons for 
hope and 3 things we can do.
  
Jim grew up in a  catholic family with a father who  was 
100% German and a mother who was 100% Irish.  He 
went to Mt. Michael High School.  When he got into 
college he became involved with FOCUS, which was 
just getting started.  He worked with FOCUS from 1999 
to 2017.  He was blessed with the great experience of 
being able to help to grow FOCUS.  FOCUS is a bright 
spot in the church today.  You are able to see the faith 
come alive.  In January there will be 15,000 students at a 
SEEK conference. These 15,000 are just a tip of the 
iceberg.  FOCUS missionaries have to raise their own 
salaries.  The Newman Center campus  does not have to 
pay.  Jim said talking to groups like the Serra Clubs is 
what has helped to finance FOCUS ministers.

3 reasons for Journey of Faith — #1 demographics of 
most Nebraska counties are at the level of 1890 
population.  Most Nebraska towns have the same 
number of people as when Wyatt Earp was Sheriff.  
Douglas and Sarpy counties have grown dramatically 

while others have shrunk .  Our small parishes are very over institutionalized,  
No one has done anything wrong but the numbers have shifted dramatically.

#2.  Declining number of Priests able to serve.  Currently there are 
approximately 111  active Priests. By 2032 there will be 84 that is with 
estimating about two ordinations per year.  The average number of people 
attending Mass/Priest in the Archdiocese of Omaha is among the highest in 
the world.  There was a boom of vocations in the 70’s.   In Asia and Africa 
and many other countries vocations are currently blossoming.  The number 
of people/Priest is much higher. 

#3 Mass attendance in the Archdiocese of Omaha.  The last count in October, 
2021, showed 55,000 people in the Omaha AD went to Mass on Sunday—
22% of registered Catholics.  This is a problem on a number of levels.  In 
2002 (20 years ago) there was 111,000.  In 20 years we have lost 1/2 of our 
Mass attendance.  There are many places that are looking the same, many are 
decreasing.  Registrations are going up and attendance is going down,  The 
number of seminarians per Mass going catholics has remained stable.  

Our Lord is not surprised.  30 years ago St. John Paul II called for re-
evangelization.  There are little pockets of faith happening all over the world.  
There are beautiful communities of faith that are vibrant.    Young people are 
praying.  Go to  one of  the daily  Masses at the Newman Center.  Vocations 
are coming from the Newman Center.  The church is alive, but we need to do 
some re-tooling.  The Journey of Faith hopes to re-allocate resources  in 
every parish in the Archdiocese of Omaha.  We need to redesign missionary 
communities.  This is beginning to happen.  Every community needs to re-
discover their identity.  The parish serves as a missionary out-post.   People 
are beginning to realize what it is to live the life of a Priest.   In 2017 there 
were just a handful of Priests working together. This is changing.  
Parishioners need to come along side to grow a mission.  It used to be a 
German Church or an Irish church.   They need to realize they belong to a 
Catholic church.  

There was a question about numbers of seminarians being stable. Jim said 
they are being called  but are not answering the call, some are not coming to 
Mass on Sunday which is also a call.  It is a global crisis of faith.  Did 
COVID have an impact on Mass attendance?  Attendance definitely did go 
down and it is felt the net loss is about 10%.  People have gone back to the 
same habits and they are no longer faithful.  The Archbishop has taken on a 
big task so close to his retirement (he is about 24 month from retirement).  

What can we do?  We need to learn and study the changes that are being 
made.  We need to prepare for changes.  We need to establish new habits and 
realize things will have to change.  Keep praying — do not be afraid.  
Change and isolation are hard.   If you are breathing, you can help. Help your 
spiritual father.   

Continued on page 5
December, 2022
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  Continued from page 4
A 10 year plan needs to be put into place,  We are asked not to 
cling to our favorite Mass times, cling to the person of Jesus 
Christ.  Things will have to change.  The church is going through a 
pruning period.  The Lord is allowing the things that are going on 
to happen.  A decrease in the availability of the sacraments may 
make us aware we love them more.  The Lord is changing our 
parishes to make them hyper-appreciated.  Plans are to be turned 
in by November 15th and need to be approved by Archbishop 
Lucas.

Father Baumert made a few closing remarks.  We have been 
spoiled by the availability of Mass times, etc.  Everything was put 
on pause during Covid and we have gone back to our old habits.  
The opportunity for self-improvement was squandered.  Some 
type of pastoral changes are being made all around the country.   
Father said a closing prayer.

12-5-22 Father Vitalis Anyanike, Pastor of Our Lady of 
Lourdes, St. Adalbert, and the St. Andrew Kim Taegon Korean 
Community in Omaha. He is also the founder of Ad Gentes 
Missionaries. Born in Nigeria, his family immigrated to the 
U.S. and settled in Kansas City, MO. Father Vitalis spoke to 
us about his true love of being a priest and shared his amazing 
background, experience, and the joys of serving the pastoral 
needs of the Christian minorities in predominantly Islamic 
regions of Africa and among the inner-city communities in 
America, including immigrants and those of the periphery 
with limited resources. He speaks English, Igbo, and can 
celebrate Mass in Latin and Spanish.

Father was born in Nigeria and immigrated to the US with his 
family.  They moved to Kansas City.  He was already planning 
to become a Priest and was in his first year of seminary when 
they moved.  He began the application process in Kansas and 
came to Omaha on a visit.  The Kansas City diocese wanted 
him to join but he came to Omaha for a summer and stayed.  
He went to St. John Vianney to finish college and then he went 
to Kenrick in St. Louis.  He was ordained in 2002. He spent 
his first two or three years as an Assistant at St. Pius X and 

then he was at St. Columbkille  for 2 years.  He was then Pastor in 
Hooper and Scribner.  He is now at Our Lady of Lourdes .  He is 
beginning to learn the Korean language and it has been interesting,

He feels very lucky in his ministry.  He has met many good people and 
all are very welcoming.  He has done some work in the Muslim 
community.  He has been impressed by the people.   He spent some time 
with the Muslims in Nigeria and many of the Christians there are 
Muslims.  He wondered if there was a way of working with them. He 
went to school with them,  they prayed together.  He wanted to reach 
out to them but was unsure of how it would work in America.

Becoming a Priest is a gift God gave him.  He has been a Priest for 20 
years and has no regrets.  He has formed a community of Priests and 
Nuns who work in Africa.  They work in some Muslim communities.  
Last year a group of nuns had to run for safety to the parish house.  Two 
weeks later they were back, they felt it was their mission to work among 
the people.  They felt this is what God would want them to do.  In some 
ways the nuns are more accepted than the Priests.  This group of nuns 
were willing to take the risk.  That is the beauty of the nuns, women can 
go into places where the Priests cannot go.  There is a soft conversion 
taking place.  The nuns are less threatening than the Priests.  

Father said he wants to promote joy, he wants people to be happy.  By 
being a Christian he wants us to know we have something special.  He 
wants us to know we have the sacraments.  When he says Mass he tries 
to create joy.  He tries to get into the classrooms — he makes rounds.  
The teachers feel he “rouses up the class and then they have to calm the 
kids down”.  He wants the kids to see a joyful Priest. When he says 
Mass for the school kids he asks them questions, etc.  When he hears 
confession he tries to be kind and gentle. When he travels he wears his 
collar.  He wants people in the airport to know he is a Catholic Priest.  
Some years ago in the Detroit airport something came up about a Priest 
abusing someone and he felt like everyone was looking at him.  We 
need to pray for forgiveness. We have many good Priests, we need to 
keep the faith.  Pray for the church and pray for the Priesthood and 
speak well of our Priests.  

If children from Muslim families attend the Catholic school, they have 
to participate in the Catholic prayers, attend school Mass, etc.  Some 
might become Catholic, you hope some of the religious things will 
continue.  

Father was asked how many students are at Our Lady of Lourdes - he 
said around 200. He is not sure if there are any Muslims, however some 
students are not Catholic.  He tries to get all of the kids interested in 
going to church.  He tells them to think about going to see Jesus.  He
     Continued on page 6   
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Continued from page 5
said he had one non-catholic young student who wanted to receive 
communion.  He was told he could not receive communion unless he 
was baptized.  His mom came and talked to Father and after 
sometime he was baptized.  30 members of the family showed up for 
the baptism,  

Someone mentioned he was at  St. Peters when Father said his first 
Mass and it was very colorful and beautiful.

Please remember Fr. Randy Soto in your prayers.

Fr. Randy passed away suddenly on December 21, 
2022.  He and Monsignor Mark Huber were in 
seminary together.   He spent much of his vacation 
time in Nebraska visiting Monsignor Mark and 
spending time with Bob and Judy Huber and family.

Fr. Randy spoke at the West Omaha Serra Club and 
also attended some of our meetings.  

He will be greatly missed by all of the seminarians 
who had the benefit of his teaching.

May he Rest in Peace.

December 2022

Prayer for Seminarians

Father, thank you for the generosity
of our seminarians.  Safeguard them as

they prepare for the priesthood.

Keep all evil far from them, so they
may become strong Christian men

who are faithful to prayer
diligent in their studies, 

open to spiritual direction,
and docile to all aspects of seminary formation.

Above all enflame their hearts with
love so  they will be ardent and gentle 

shepherds for your Church.

We make this prayer through the great
High Priest, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

St Charles Borromeo Patron of Seminarians 
Pray for our SeminariansRemember the West Omaha Serra Club when 

you update your will.  Estate planning is an 
easy way to make a lasting donation.  
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We pray for all those suffering from 
religious discrimination and 
persecution; may their own rights 
and dignity be recognized, which 
originate from being brothers and 
sisters in the human family.

 Pope Francis’ 
 Prayer Intention           
January, 2023

Seminarian Christmas Party 

The Seminarian Christmas Party was held on Friday, December 23rd 
at Christ the King Church - SociaL Hall..  The evening began with 
Vespers followed with a reception and dinner.  After dinner, the 
seminarians led the group in singing Christmas carols.  

Mother Nature did her best to cancel this event. Despite the brutally 
cold temperature and wind-chill factor, this event was very well 
attended. There were some of the rural seminarians and their 
families who could not attend due to the weather.

Fr. Scott Schilmoeller sent a letter to Hugh Spellman thanking the 
Serra Club of West Omaha  for an outstanding job.  Fr. Scott said he 
heard many favorable comments from those  in attendance.  There 
were a number of prospects and priests who also attended.
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DATE NAME YEAR

Jan. 1 Deacon John Zurek 2013
Deacon John Patrick Mines 2022

2 Rev. Robert P. Blum 1933
Rev. Clarence Trummer 1956
Msgr. John J. O'Grady 1966
Rev. Paul E. Schneider 1992
Deacon Fred Moore 1999
Rev. Richard S. Ciurej 2011

3 Rev. Henry Hoheisel 1940

4 Rev. William C. Bartek 2021

5 Rev. John D. Mines 1972
Deacon Leo Vaughan 1986
Deacon Tony Filipcic 2012

6 Rev. Paul B. Kannaby 1967

7 Rev. John Stocker 1898
Rev. Edward B. Gill 2006
Rev. Timothy J. Lange 2016

8 Most Rev. Richard Scannel 1916
Rev. William A. Cappius 1945

9 Deacon Van Drozda 2006

10 Rev. Daniel F. O'Sullivan 1970
Msgr. John L. Zaplotnik 1978
Deacon Tom Purnell 2001

11 Rev. Herman Stahl 1966
Rev. Otto A. Buehler 1971

12 Rev. Virgil P. Walkowiak 1975

13 Rev. Albert Zemp 1940

14 Rev. George Baumgartner 1900

15 Deacon Wes Kreun 2019

16 Rev. William J. McNamara 1912

18 Rev. William F. Lordemann 1967

19 Rev. Emil Aloys Klemenz 1934
Rev. William Windolph 1943    Continued on page 9

DATE NAME YEAR
Jan.19 Rev. Anthony J. Urbanski 1954

Deacon Fred W. Hendricks 2021

20 Rev. Louis I. Cimmino 1984

Deacon Peter DesRosiers 2008

21 Rev. Thomas E. Donnelly 1891
Rev. Ralph A. Lammers 2018
Deacon S. James Watson 2022

22 Rev. Paul J. Begley 2008
23 Rev. Leo Kreikemeier 2007
25 Rev. Norman B. Parr 2004

Rev. Anthony P. Wilwerding 2016
26 Msgr. Augustine M. 

Colaneri
1943

27 Rev. Clement A. Kubesh 1987
28 Rev. Robert P. Krajicek 2008

Deacon Patrick Miles 2009
29 Rev. William Feen 1936
30 Rev. Robert E. Burke 1993

Msgr. Edward C. O'Donnell 2011
31 Rev. Godfrey A. Meiergerd 2005

Deacon Fred Sommer 2016
Feb. 1 Rev. Paul J. Diczky 1985

2 Rev. John T. Smith 1915
Rev. W. Mulligan 1968

4 Rev. D. P. Harringron 1919
Rev. Anthony Alberts 1974

5 Rev. Frederick Irschik 1947
7 Rev. Albert Senger 1959

Rev. Dennis J. Teahan 1967
Rev. Robert O. Steinhausen 1993
Deacon John Mascarello 2005

8 Msgr. Cyril J. Wemer 2012
9 Rev. Timothy O'Driscoll 1930

Rev. Francis J. Latsch 1951
Rev. Kaspar Grobbel 1953

10 Rev. Patrick Lynch 1921

El Camino          News from the Serra Club of West Omaha            
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DATE NAME YEAR
Feb. 10 Rev. Michael Daly 1936

Deacon Joe Kessler 1996
Deacon Gerald Gonderinger 2004
Deacon Bob Chapman 2020

11. 
Wencesl

Rev. Wenceslaus Havlicek 1935

Rev. William Rehback 1947

14 Rev. Leo A. Wolpert 1981
15 Rev. Michael Waldron 1899

Rev. Michael O'Donoghue 1934
Rev. E. William Guthman 1986

16 Msgr. John M. Hallinan 1963
Deacon Richard Moser 1993
Deacon Luis Valadez 2021

17 Msgr. Albert L. Krejci 2011
19 Msgr. Felix McCarthy 1964
20 Deacon Bob McAleer 1982
21 Rev. Bernard Mackin 1880

Deacon Andrew Foray 2021
22 Rev. Thomas Fortune 1946

Deacon Eugene Harrington 1983
Msgr. Roman C. Ulrich 1988

24 Rev. Charles Breikopf 1942
Deacon Joseph Morley 2008

26 Deacon Robert H. Chadwick 2008
27 Msgr. Edmond C. Walsh 1963

Rev. Richard J. Parr 1995
Deacon Lester Dreifurst 2002

28 Rev. Louis Halbe 1909
Deacon Pat Norton 1980

Mar. 2 Rev. Joseph Roth 1961
4 Rev. Andrew Bautzkeuben 1922
5 Rev. Joseph Jusevich 1959

Rev. Jeremiah Trecy 1888
Rev. Francis R. Price 2000
Deacon Paul Tomaso 2017

6 Rev. Thomas. J. Fehily 1916
Rev. John Moore 1931

8 Rev. Daniel Keller 2010

9 Rev. Feliz J. Gebauer 1944

Deacon Norman Kube 2009

December,  2022

DATE NAME YEAR

Mar.10 Rev. Richard Phelan 1884
Msgr. Thomas E. DeBacker 2003

12 Deacon Ralph Werthman 1995
13 Msgr. Joseph Ruesing 1933
16 Rev. Lawrence J. Dorsey 1998
17 Rev. Leopold Blaschko 1927

Deacon Joseph Krajicek 2013
18 Msgr. Nicholas H. Wegner 1976

Rev. Robert A Schmitz 2018
19 Rev. P. E. Cooney 1964

Rev. Albert L. Sudbeck 1987
20 Rev. John Cotter 1920

Msgr. Patrick W. Burke 1960
Rev. Anthony B. Mickells 2009

21 Rev. George J. Glauber 1909
Rev. John P. Devane 1968

22 Rev. Joseph Johnen 1921
24 Deacon Thomas A. Murphy 2017
25 Rev. James M. Ryan 1894

Rev. Edward A. Soliwoski 1956
26 Rev. Theodore Mester 1939

Deacon Joe Archibald 2012
Rev. Melvin J. Merwald 2012
Rev. James C. Ryberg 2014

27 Rev. James Kocarnik 1969
Rev. Otto Zillig 1984
Deacon Jerry Steenson 2015

28 Rev. George M. Kempker 1971
Rev. John P. Stears 1978
Rev. Leonard Musteikis 2005
Deacon Andrew Summer 2016

29 Rev. William O'Connor 1927
30 Msgr. John Frigge 1953

Rev. Clement A. Bracht 1971
31 Rev. James J. Hannan 1901

Msgr. Francis J. Werthman 1982
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God is always calling men to the 
priesthood, religious life and the 

Permanent Diaconate, and 
women to religious life.  Helping 
them to hear that call is the most 
important role that you can play.

December, 2022

             SERRA  CLUB OF WEST OMAHA

Objectives
We are an organization of Catholic lay men and women who 
work to foster and promote vocations to the priesthood and 
consecrated religious life of the Catholic Church and to 
develop an appreciation of the priesthood and of all religious 
vocations in the Catholic Church.  We also strive to further 
Catholicism by encouraging members in fellowship and 
education to fulfill their Christian vocation to service.

Activities
... Financial support for seminarians and novices.
... Assistance to Archdiocesan Vocation Office.
... Encourage attendance at the Serra District and 

International conventions.
... Appreciation Event for women of Consecrated Life
... Summer picnic for Seminarians and their families 

along with priests.
... Pre-ordination dinner for seminarians and priests.
... Chair Archbishop’s Committee for Lay Vocations.
... Golf &Tennis Outing and Dinner for Archdiocesan 

priests, brothers and seminarians.
... New Member Induction Mass and Reception.
... E-mails, letter writing and cards to seminarians.
... Support for parish vocations committees.
... Organize “31” Clubs in Archdiocesan parishes
... Development and maintenance of West Omaha Serra 

Membership Directory.
... Development and maintenance of West Omaha Serra 

Website.
... Seminarian Christmas Dinner.
... Work with JP II Newman Center
... Seminary Visits.

History
The Serra Club of Omaha was chartered on October 7, 1951.  
By 1987 the Club had grown to more than 100 members and, 
with the guidance of the Holy Spirit, established a second club 
in the West Omaha area.
The Serra Club of West Omaha received its charter from Serra 
International on February 11, 1988 with 31 members.
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SERRA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
June 2022 - May 2023

President*          Hugh Spellman 402-990-2469
Chaplain Fr. Frank Baumert 402-677-1565
President Elect.* OPEN
Secretary* Mary Ann Casey 402-203-7400
Treasurer* John Lingo 402-290-4670
VP Events* Stacey Floersch 402-212-3348
VP Programs* Jill Hain 402-405-5147
VP Vocations* Tony Tiefenthaler 605-201-2130
VP Membership* Bruce Jefferies 402-521-4262 
Communications* Deacon Bob Hamilton` 402-699-4063
El Camino Newsletter Mary Ann Casey 402-203-7400
Historian* OPEN
Trustee*** Jolene Jefferies*** 402-521-0717
Trustee** Karen Stevens** 402-639-7198
Trustee* Jerry Smith* 402-996-0847
        *One Year Term  **Two Year Term   ***Three Year Term

 


